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That  a great  Number  of  the  Prefcriptions  therein  contained, 
are  founded  on  Ignorance  of  the  Medical  Art,  and  of 
the  Power  and  Operation  of  Medicines ; and  that  it  is  a 
Publication  calculated  to  do  elfential  Injury  to  the  Health 
of  thofe  Perfons  who  may  place  Confidence  in  it. 

INTERSPERSED  WITH 
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MEDICAL  REMARKS 

AND 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


By  W.  HAWES,  M.  D. 


Medico  dilCgenti,  priufquam  conetur  agro  adhibere  medicinam,  non 
folum-morbus  ejus,  cut  mederi  volet,  Jed  etiam  confuetudo  valentis, 
et  natura  corporis  cognofcenda  ejl. 

Cicero  de  Oratore,  lib.  ii.  cap.  4^. 
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P R E F A C E 


TH  E \triter  of  the  following 
pages  was  induced  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  the  world,  from  a de- 
fire  to  prevent  the  public  from  being 
longer  impofed  on,  by  an  injudicious 
colledlion  of  pretended  remedies  for 
almoft  every  diforder  that  can  affedt 
the  human  frame,  and  which  has  been 
publilhed  by  Mr.  John  Wefley,  under 
'the  title  of  Primitive  Vhyfic,  This 
writer,  or  rather  compiler,  has  la- 
boured to  give  mankind  the  moft  un- 
favourable ideas  of  the  pra6litioners  in 
phyfic  and  pharmacy,  liht phy ft cianj 
he  reprefents  as  engaged  in  a combi- 
nation to  render  their  art  as  myfte- 
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rious  as  poflible,  in  order  to  make 
themfelves  the  more  necefTary,  and 
to  increafe  the  gains  of  their  profef- 
fion.  While  apothecaries^  he  infinuates, 
make  little  fcruple  of  adminiftering 
drugs  not  contained  in  the  prefcrip- 
tion  of  the  phylician,  becaufe  they 
are  more  cheap,  or  fuch  as  are  ftale 
and  perilhed,  to  the  ruin  of  many  con- 
Jlitutions^  and  to  the  lofs  of  many  va- 
luable lives.  And  from  this  account 
it  Ihouid  fcem,  that  phyficians  and 
apothecaries  not  unfrequently  com- 
bine together,  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  plunder  the  patient,  and  to 
encreafe  or  prolong  his  mifery  and 
his  difeafe.  ‘‘  Experience  fliews,  fays 
“ he,  that  one  thing  will  cure  moil 
diforders,  at  leaft  as  well  as  twenty 
put  together.  Then  why  do  you 
‘‘  add  the  other  nineteen  ? Only  to 
fwell  the  apothecary’s  bill : nay  pof- 
fibly  to  prolong  the  diftemper,  that 

the 


[ in  ] 

‘‘  the  doclor  and  he  may  divide  the 
“ fpoil 

This  reprefentation  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  factdty  may  poflfibly  not 
be  thought  very  candid,  nor  very 
equitable  : and  if  Mr.  Wefley’s  cha- 
racter and  conduct,  as  a divine,  a po- 
litician, and  a praCtitioner  in  phyfic, 
were  to  be  examined  with  the  fame 
degree  of  candour  that  he  hath  exer- 
cifed  towards  others,  he  would  cer- 
tainly not  appear  in  the  molt  advan- 
tageous light.  At  leaft  it  would 
be  manifeh:,  that  he  was  far  enough 
from  perfeSlion^  though  that  is  a doc- 
trine for  which  he  is  well  known  to 
be  a very  zealous  advocate.  But, 
perhaps,  thofe  who  are  not  thorough- 
initiated  in  Mr.  Wefley’s  peculiar  te- 
nets, may  not  have  a proper  idea  of 
what  thofe  qualities  are  which  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  conftiiute  a perfeCl  man, 

f Pref.  to  Frimiiive  P/jyJic,  p.  xiv.  and  alfo  p.  xxv'ii. 

a 2 It 


[ iv  ] 


It  is  certain,  that  if  Mr.  Wefley  be 
of  this  chara6ler,  a regard  to  truth  is 
not  neceflary  to  it : of  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Evans  of  Briftol  can  afford 
ample  teftimony  -f. 

But  however  uncandid,  unfair,  or 
unjuft,  Mr.  Wefley ’s  reprefentation 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  may 
be,  it  feemed  neceflary  to  promote  the 
fale  of  his  Primitive  Fhyfic,  And  in 
this  his  views  appear  to  have  been 
anfwered  ; fixteen  editions  at  leaft  hav- 
ing been  printed  of  this  compilation  j 

t Vide  the  fecond  edition  of  Mr.  Evan’s  letter  to 
Mr.  John  Wefley,  in  which  he  has  been  convicted  of 
premeditated  falfehood,  upon  the  clearefl:  and  mofl: 
unexceptionable  evidence.  Mr.  Wefley’s  attempt 
towards  a defence  upon  this  fubje£l:  in  the  news-pa- 
pers, ferves,  if  pojfible^  to  render  him  ftill  more  con- 
temptible. 

The  writer  of  this  meddles  not  with  politicaf  dif- 
putes,  but  takes  the  liberty  to  obferve,  that  fome  re- 
gard to  truth  was  thought  necelfary,  in  old  fafliioned 
fyftems,  to  conftitute  the  charafter  of  an  honeft  man, 
of  whatever  party  he  might  be. 


and 
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and  that  this  large  fale  has  not  arifen 
from  the  merit  of  the  performance, 
will,  I am  confident,  be  acknowledged 
by  every  man  Ikilled  in  t*.  treatment 
of  difeafes. 

The  pradice  of  phyfic,  according 
to  Mr.  Wefley’s  ideas,  is  a very  eafy 
art.  For,  he  informs  us,  “ neither 
‘‘  the  knowledge  of  ajlrology,  ajlranamy^ 
fiatural  philofophyj  nor  even  anatomy 
‘‘  itfelf,  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the 
quick  and  ejekhial  cure  of  moji  difeafes 
incident  to  human  bodies  : nor  yet 
any  chyinical,  or  exotic,  or  eom-» 
‘‘  pounded  medicine,  but  a fingle  plant 
‘‘  or  fruit  duly  applied.  So  that  every 
man  of  common  fenfe  (unlefs  in  fome 
“ rare  cafes)  may  prefcribe  either  to 
“ himfelf  or  his  neighbour  ; and  may 
be  very  fecure  from  doing  harm,  even 
“ where  he  can  do  no  good  But 


♦ Pref.  to  Frimitive  Fhyfic^  p.  xi. 
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the  facility  of  curing  difeafes  was  not, 
it  feerhs,  fufficiently  underflood,  till 
the  appearance  of  Mr.  Wefley’s  Pri- 
mitive Phyfic.  And  when  this  per- 
formance was  announced  to  the  world, 
every  man  who  purchafed  it,  had  a 
“ phyfician  always  in  his  houfe,  and 
one  that  attends  without  fee  or  re- 
“ ward.” 

Mr.  Wefley’s  performance  would, 
indeed,  have  been  a very  valuable  ac- 
quifition  to  the  public,  if  it  could 
really  have  qualified  every  man  of 
common  fenfe  “ to  prefcribe  to  his 
family  as  well  as  himfelf.”  But  the 
truth  is,  that  thofe  who  rely  on  Mr. 
Wefley’s  pamphlet,,  wull  often  be  led 

I 

to  trifle  with  the  moll:  dangerous  dif- 
eafes, and  while  they  are  forming  vain 
expe6lations  of  obtaining  relief  from 
his  infignificant  prefcriptions,  may  be 
led  to  neglecl  timely  application  for 

' real 
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real  and  effedlual  affiflance,  and  tliere-^ 
by  fuffer  irreparable  mifchief. 

Mr.  Wefley’s  pretended  remedies 
are  of  various  kinds ; great  numbers 
have  no  mark  of  diftindlion  ; but  he 
has  befides  thefe  tried  remedies,  in- 
fallible remedies,  and  a third  fort, 
which  he  prefers  to  all  the  reft  (being 
probably  more  than  infallible)  and 
which  are  marked  with  an  aferijk. 
But  if  the  public  are  led  to  form  a 
juft  eftimate  of  the  merit  of  Mr,  Wef- 
ley’s Primitive  Phyfic,  they  will  place  ' 
little  confidence  in  any  remedies  which 
have  no  better  authority  than  his  re- 
commendation, whether  they  are 
marked  triecl^  infallible^  or  diftingulfh- 
ed  by  an  aferijk. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
writer  of  this  piece,  to  fit  down  mere- 
ly with  a view  to  oppofe  Mr.  Wefley, 
or  to  cavil  at  his  publication.  But  he 

wiflied 
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wifhed  to  be  of  fervice  to  his  fellow 
creatures.  He  has,  therefore,  inter- 
fperfed  occafional  remarks  on  feveral 
of  the  difeafes  for  which  Mr.  Wefley 
has  attempted  to  prefcribe : and  if 
any  of  his  ohfervations  fliould  prove 
beneficial  to  mankind,  it  will  afford 
him  great  pleafure,  as  his  higheffc  am- 
bition is  to  be  ufeful  in  his  profef- 
fioil. 

•t  K A ■ 


•• 


A N 


A N 


EXAMINATION, 


HF.  recipes  contained  in  Mr.  Wefley’s  Primi- 


tive Phyjic,  are  one  thoufand  and  twelve  ; they 
are  therefore  too  numerous  to  be  particularly  ani- 
madverted on : but,  from  the  remarks  which  will 
here  be  made  on  many  of  them,  it  will,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, be  fufficiently  apparent,  that  no  perfon  can, 
'with  any  degree  of  lafety,  rely  on  a compilation  fp 
extremely  injudicious  ; the  pretended  remedies  con- 
tained therein,  being  often  of  no  ufe,  and  thofe 
which  might  be  of  utility,  generally  unattended  wuth 
fuch  directions,  or  regard  to  times  and  circumftanf 
ces,  as  would  be  necelfary  to  render  them  effica- 
cious ; and  indeed,  often  calculated  only  to  produce 
the  moll  dangerous  and  fatal  effefts, 

Thofe  recipes,  contained  m Mr.  Wefley’s  book, 
on  which  I ffiall  make  remarks,  will  be  taken  in  the 
order  in  which,  they  I'le  in  his  pamphlet,  and  referred 
to  by  the  numbers  or  figures  which  he  has  affi;xed 
to  them.  When  I give  his  recipes,  or  make  quota- 
tions from  him,  which  I ffiall  frequently  do,  his 
words  will  be  diftinguiffied  by  the  Italic  character. 
And  as  my  reafons  for  this  publication  have  already 
been  given  in  the  preface,  I ffiall,  without  further 
int.rodu(9:ion  or  a,pology,  proceed  to  an  examination 
of  that  profundity  of  medical  ffiill  and  knowledge, 
which  are  contained  in  tffis  incomparffile  fyilem  of 
Primitive  Phyfic. 
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Abortion  to  prevent. 

No.  I.  Ufe  a deco6lion  of  lignum  gtiiacum  ; boiling 
an  ounce  in  a quart  of  ’ivatcr. 

Of  all  the  remedies  to  prevent  abortion,  this  is. 
one  of  the  mod  imjDroper  ; tor  if  it  were  to  produce 
any  elfed,  it  would  be  the  very  reverfe  : as  this 
wood  contains  a ftimulating  effential  oil,  it  would  be 
difpofed  to  incrcafe  the  aidion  of  the  heart  and  ar- 
terial fytleni ; fo  that  this  medicine,  in  all  probabili- 
ty, will  make  the  woman  more  liable  to  abort. 

In  a fanguint  habit,  ht  blood. 

Mr.  Wefley  does  not  here  give  the  lead  informa- 
tion, by  which  the  female  might  know  whether  bleed- 
ing would  be  a proper  remedy  ; nor  does  he  con- 
fider,  that  not  one  in  a hundred  of  his  readers  know 
the  meaning  of  the  word  [anguine.  Indeed,  he  feems 
relolved,  at  his  fird  fetting  out,  to  give  the  public  a 
fatisfa<dory  evidence  of  his  total  want  of  medical 
knowledge.  Another  man  would  have  faid,  if  there 
is  a full,  drong  pulfe,  then  bleeding  in  fmall  quan- 
tities, and  at  dated  intervals,  according  to  the 
drength  and  other  circumdances  of  the  patient,  will 
diminifh  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  vedels,  and 
thus  leflen  the  force  of  the  circulation  in  the  uterus, 
and  fo  prevent  abortion. 

For  an  Agnc. 

No.  3.  Go  into  the  cold  bath  jujl  before  the  cold  ft. 

There  are  many  cafes  and  circumdances  in  which 
the  cold  bath  would  be  abfolutely  improper,  as  well 
as  dangerous  ; and  thofe  are  by  no  means  cleared  up 
in  another  part  of  Mr.  W.’s  pamphlqt,  where  he 
gives  fome  general  diredions  to  thofe  who  are  to 
ufe  it. 


No. 
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No.  II.  Make Jtx  middling  piAs  df  cob’webs.  Take 
mie  a little  before  the  cold  fit  ; Hvo  a little  before  the  next 
ft ; (fuppofe  the  next  day  J the  other  three,  if  need  be, 
a little  bfore  the  third  ft. — This  feldom  fails. 

Here  Mr.  W.  appeal's  to  have  excelled  hlinfelf ; 
he  orders  his  cobwebs  to  be  made  into  pills,  but  he 
does  not  reflecl;  that  there  mufl  be  fome  vifeid  fub- 
flance  added,  to  form  a dry,  light  matter  into  pills ; 
fo  that  it  is  to  be  prefumed  Mr.  W.  is  at  the  trouble 
of  making  the  cobwebs  into  pills  himfelf.  But  as 
the  mind  has  a wonderful  elfe£l:  on  the  body,  and  in 
no  difeafe  more  than  the  prefent,  I would  recom- 
mend to  Mr.  W.  to  have  his  patient,  a little  before 
the  CO  d ft,  carried  into  a room  where  this  wonder- 
working remedy  hangs  in  clufters  from  the  ciel- 
ing  ; here  the  imagination  would  have  its  full  force, 
and  aftonifhing  cures  perhaps  be  performed. 

No.  12.  Two  tea  fpoonfuls  of  fal  pnmella,  an  hour 
before  the  ft. 

Mr.  W.  pays  no  attention  whatever  to  the  dofe  of 
a very  powerful  neutral  fait  ; fome  tea  fpoons  may 
contain  one,  others,  two  fcruples  ; furely,  more  pre- 
cifion  was  necelfary  ; but,  perhaps,  like  the  verdi- 
gris, this  may  be  an  error  of  the  prefs,  which  has 
gone  through  fix,  or  peradventure  fixteen  editions. 

No.  17.  Eat  a lemon,  rind  and  all. 

ITiis  prefeription,  which  appears  at  firfl:  fight  very 
fimple,  is  exceedingly  compounded,  as  in  this  re- 
medy is  contained  acefeent,  mucilaginous,  bitter, 
and  watery  juices.  Further,  no  attention  whatever 
is  paid  to  the  fiae  of  the  lemon  which  is  to  be  eat ; 
fome  weigh  four  ounces,  others  only  half  an  ounce, 
or  fix  drams  ; and  yet  Mr.  W.  advifes  a lemon,  rind 
and  ail,  to  be  taken  for  the  cure  of  an  ague. 

No.  19.  In  the  hot  ft,  take  10,  12,  or  15  drops 
if  laudanum. 
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This  is  a very  dangerous  remedy,  and,  I believe, 
never  advifed  before,  in  the  hot  fit  of  an  intermit- 
tent fever ; as,  in  all  probabily,  it  would  heat  the 
fyftem  much  more,  endanger  delirium,  and  convert 
the  prefent  difeafe  into  a continued  fever,  which 
every  good  praftitioner  is  anxious  to  avoid. 

No.  21.  Boil  a handful  of  rih  wort  in  whty^  drink 
this  warm  an  hour  before  the  ft  comes,  and  he  down 
and  fweat. 

Mr.  W.  has  a prodigious  command  over  the  con- 
ftitution  ; it  obeys  his  nod,  and  is  fubfervient  to 
his  will  ; producing  fweat,  and  the  removal  of  dif- 
eafes,  appear  to  be  tlie  eafieft  things  in  the  world 
with  him. 

No.  22.  A tea  fpoonful  of  fait  of  tartar,  in  fpring 
water.  This  alfo  cures  double  tertians,  triple  quartans, 
long  lajling  fevers,  and  mojl  difeafes  arifing  from  ob~ 
frudlions,  efpecially  if  fena  be  premifed  twice  or  thrice. 

There  cannot  be  put  together  an  affemblage  of  great- 
er abfurdities  ; as  this  medicine  can  have  no  other  ten- 
dency than  to  caufe  the  afflifted  to  trifle  with  acute  dif- 
eafes. In  fact,  in  this  onefeftion  is  included  the  greateft 
part  of  the  difeafes  incident  to  the  human  body,  as 
the  celebrated  Boer  have  fays,  that  mofl  difeafes  a- 
rife  from  obftrudlion.  Mr.  W.’s  affertion,  therefore, 
that  this  alkaline  fait  will  cure  fo  great  a variety  of 
diforders,  muft  certainly  be  a matter  of  very  ferious 
confequence,  as  fo  great  a number  of  complaints 
come  under  his  defeription,  in  which  fait  of  tartar 
could  produce  no  good  effect ; and  thus  the  greateft 
injury  muft  often  be  received  by  thofe  deluded 
perfons,  who  are  prevented,  by  their  ill-placed  con- 
fidence in  this  recipe  of  Mr.  Wefley’s  from  having 
recourfe  to  fuch  medicines  as  would  effectually  re^ 
lieve  them. 


No 


[ ‘3  ] 


No.  23.  Before,  yea,  in  the  midjl  of  the  ft,  tale 
ticenty  drops  of  fpirit  of  fulphur,  in  a pint  of  cold 
water. 


Before,  yea,  even  in  the  midfl:  of  the  fit,  Mr.  W, 
is  or  opinion,  that,  tzoenty  drops  of  fpirit  of  fulphur, 
ihould  be  taken  in  a pint  of  cold  water.  This  can  be 
of  no  ufe  whatever  ; yea,  it  may  be  foinetimes  in- 
jurious. But  as  no  mark  is  affixed  to  this  preferip- 
tion  ; neither  an  afterifk,  nor  the  mark  of  infa,llibility  ; 
Mr.  W.  may  poffibly  be  willing  that  this  recipe  Ihould 
not  be  numbered  among  thofe  of  the  higheft  excel- 
lence. 


No.  25.  Apply  to  each  wrif  a plaijler  of  treacle  and 
foot. — Tried. 

As  the  word  tried  is  affixed  to  this  footy  applica- 
tion, it  may  be  prefumed  that  Mr.  W.  or  his  chini- 
ney-fweeper,  have  experienced  its  efficacy. 


A Double  Tertian. 


No.  27.  Take,  before  the  fit,  ( after  a purge  or  two ) 
three  ounces  of  cichory  water,  half  a drachm  of  fait  of 
wormwood,  and  ffteen  drops  of  fpirit  of  fulphur. 

A very  inelegant  and  unpleafant  faline  draught. 

No.  28.  To  perjed  the  cure,  on  the  fourth  day  after 
you  mifs  the  fit,  take  two  drachms  of  fena,  half  a drachm 
of  fait  of  tartar,  infufed  all  night  in  four  ounces  of  ci- 
chory water. 

If  Mr.  W.  has  any  view  in  this  prefeription,  he  in" 
tends  it  as  a purging  remedy ; but  repeated  experience 
has  ffiewn  purgatives  to  be  very  injurious  after  all 
kinds  ol  agues,  and  the  mod  probable  method  to 
produce  a rdapfcp 


A Quar- 
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A Quartan  Ague. 

No.  ■29.  Apply  to  the  future  of  the  head,  when  the  fl 
is  coming,  wall  July  fowers,  beating  together  the  leaves 
and fowers  with  a little  fait. 

It  mufl  be  a fubjeft  of  lamentation,  that  this  won- 
derful remedy  can  only  be  procured  at  a certain  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  ; but  It  may  be  fome  abatement  of 
our  grief  to  rccolleft,  that  the  lofs  of  this  pretty 
flower  may  be  fupplled  by  the  tulip,  pink,  &c.  and  In- 
deed any  of  them,  applied  to  the  noftrlls,wlll  be  pro- 
duflive  of  efl'e£ls  on  the  fyftem,  equally  aflonilhlng. 

No.  35.  For  a tertian  or  quartan,  vomit  an  hour 
after  the  cold  fit  begins. 

When  Mr.  W.  by  an  extraordinary  fatality,  hits 
upon  a good  remedy,  he  generally  takes  care  to  pre- 
vent its  being  of  real  fervice  to  the  patient,  by  di- 
recting it  to  be  adminiflered  injudicioufly  and  impro- 
perly, At  the  attack  of  acute  difeafes,  the  matters 
contained  in  the  ftomach,  inltead  of  going  through 
the  digeftive  procefs,  become  often  putrid,  acid, 
S:c.  which  increafes  the  fymptoms  of  the  dlfeafc. 
Practitioners,  therefore,  at  the  onfet  of  fevers,  and 
other  difeafes, have  found  it  ufeful  to  clear  the  ftomach 
of  offending  fubftances,  by  an  emetic ; and  if  any  other 
good  effect  is  expeCted  from  the  vomiting,  it  is  gene- 
rally advifed  a little  before  the  attack,  as  it  has  fome- 
times  prevented  the  fit  coming  on  ; but  Mr.  W.  in 
contradiction  to  common  experience,  and  com- 
mon fenfe,  advifes  his  vomit  to  be  given  an  hour  after 
the  cold  fit  begins.  Further,  as  the  Primitive  Phyjic  is 
intended  chiefly  for  the  unlearned,  and  as  there  are 
many  kinds  of  fubftances  which  occafion  vomiting, 
would  it  not  have  been  prudent  in  Mr.  W.  to  have 
mentioned  which  deferved  the  preference,  and  what 
would  be  the  fuitable  dofe,  and  the  fluid  proper  to 
work  off  the  vomit  ? 
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No.  36.  Drink  every  morning  a gill  of  while  wine!, 
wherein- half  a Jliced  orange  is  boiled. 

In  this  generous  prefcription  there  is  no  direftion 
whether  the  perfon  Ihould  drink  a gill  of  wine  for  a 
week,  a month,  or  a year ; but  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  obferve,  that  if  a weakly  and  delicate  woman  drinks 
four  ounces  of  wine  every  morning  for  any  length  of 
time,  that,  w'hen  it  is  left  off, her  fpirits  will  flag  for  want 
of  the  ffimulus,  and  thus  an  excellent  woman  be  un- 
happily converted  into  a dram  or  wine  drinker.  . 

No.  39.  Take  ten  grains  of  powdered faffron  before 
the  ft,  in  a glafs  of  while  wine. 

Recent  experience  has  convinced  me,  that  faffron 
may  be  exhibited  in  much  larger  dofes  then  Mr.  W. 
prefcribes,  without  producing  any  medicinal  effects. 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire. 

No.  41.  Take  a glafs  of  tar  water  warm  in  bed,  every 
hour,  wafhing  the  part  with  the  fame. 

The  difeafe  for  which  Mr.  W . is  here  pretending  to 
prefcribe  a remedy,  is  the  erifipetalous  inflammation, 
or  St.  Anthony’s  fire;  and  furely  then,  a hot  flimu- 
lating  fubftance,  which  would  encreafe  the  burning 
heat,  and  all  the  fymptoms  of  this  troublefome  and 
painful  difeafe,  is  not  very  proper  to  be  applied.  Mr. 
W.  has  however  thought  proper  to  recommend  it, 
but  Dr.  Lewis,  who  is  a good  phylician,  as  well  as  a 
judicious  waiter,  fays,  ‘‘  That  all  the  turpentines  are 
“ hot  and  ftimulating,  they  are  given  where  inflain- 
“ matory  fymptoms  do  not  forbid  their  ufe  ; and  that 
“ TAR  differs  from  the  turpentines,  or  native  refi- 
nous  juices  of  the  trees,  in  confequence  of  having 
“ received  a difagreeable  empyrcumatic  impreffion 
“ from  the  fire.” 

No.  4"2.  Drink  jiif  fo  much  fea-waler  as  does  not  vo- 
mit or  purge.  every  morning  for  (even  ilavs : this  is 

the 
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ihc  proper  meafiirc  in  whatever  cafe.  It'  Jddoin 

At  No.  41,  the  patient  M'as  to  drink  tar -water ^ a 
very  heating  medicine ; immediately  after,  in  the  fame 
difeafe,  fea-zoaier  is  prcfcribed,  which  in  confequence 
of  the  neutral  and  earthy  ialts  dlffolved  in  it,  is  a very 
cooling  remedy.  Mr.  W.  whofe  medical  talents  are 
not  of  the  ordinary  kind,  undertakes  to  cure  the 
very  fame  difeafe  both  by  hot  and  cold  reme- 
dies. 

No.  45.  Take  two  or  three  gentle  purges. — No  fever 
bears  repeated  purges  better  than  this,  efpecially  when 
it  affebls  the  body. 

As  this  is  an  inflammation  peculiar  to  weak  and 
irritable  habits,  thofe  labouring  under  this  difeafe  are 
not  well  able  to  bear  evacuation  ; and  indeed  there 
are  few  diforders  where  it  is  more  neceifary  to  keep 
up  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  than  the  prefent. 

Apoplexy. 

No.  49.  To  prevent,  life  the  cold  bathy  and  drink 

only  water. 

As  the  apoplexy  is  a difeafe  which  carries  off  great 
numbers,  fhould  not  any  perfon  who  intended  to  give 
medical  advice,  have  been  more  explicit  ? Mr-  W. 
fays,  in  his  note,  that  7m  apoplexy  is  a total  lofs  of  allfenfe 
and  -voluntary  motion,  commonly  attended  with  a Jlrong 
puff,  hard  breathing  and fnorting.  It  is  evident,  froau 
this  definition  of  the  difeafe,  the  fanguineous  apoplexy 
is  intended.  Now  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that  im- 
inerging  fuddenly  in  the  cold  bath,  will  be  one  of  the 
moft  likely  means  of  reproducing  this  dangerous  and 
often  fatal  difeafe.  Here  i-s  no  attention  paid  to  age^ 
fex,  conftitution,  or  ocher  circumftances,  though  they 
are  abfolntely  neceffary  to  be  attended  to,  in  a com- 
plaint of  fo  ferious  a nature. 

No.  58. 
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No.  50.  In  the  fit  put  a hanifxd  of  fait  into  a.  pint  of 
cold  -water,  and  if  poffibk  pour  it  down  the  throat  of  the 
patient, 

Mr.  Wefley  here  fays,  that  if  poffibk  in  the  fit  of 
apoplexy,  a pint  of  fait  and  water  Ihoiild  be  poured 
down  the  throat  of  the  patient  ; and  then  he  will  im- 
mediately come  to  htmfclf.  But  if  he  had  not  been  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  difeafe,  or  if  he  had  underftood 
his  own  definition  of  it,  (See  No.  49.)  he  wottld  have 
known  that  it  was  totally  impofhble  to  force  doWii 
any  quantity  of  fluid  during  the  fit.  He  faysh’imfelf, 
that  the  difeafe  is  attended  with  a lofs  of  all  fenfe  and 
voluntary  motion.  NoW^^,  is  not  the  a^^ion  of  deglu- 
tition a voluntary  motion,  and  Can  it  be  teftored  any 
other  way,  than  by  removing  the  difeafe  ? 

No.  51.  Fill  the  mouth  with  fait. 

Mr.W.  here  recommends  filling  the  mouth  with  fait ; 
but  the  mofi;  likely  confequenee  of  this  would  be,  kil- 
ling the  patient,  by  the  floppage  of  all  rcfpiratioin 

No.  52.  Blow  powder  of  white  hellebore  up  the  iiofe. 

One  of  the  moft  ftinkilat  ng'  errhines  in  the  whole 
7)iaieria  medica,  is  here  ordered  to  be  blown  up  the 
noflrils,  in  the  fanguineous  apoplexy  ; than  which, 
nothing  can  be  more  improper  or  dangerous. , 

Fix  a cupping  glafs,  without  fcarifying,  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck,  and  another  to  each  fioulder. 

One  of  Mr.  Wefley’s  Aiming  qualities,  is  the 
adroitnefs  with  which  he  renders  a good  remedy  in- 
cfiicacious,  whenever  he  happens  to  blunder  upon 
one.  Here,  the  cupping  glaflcs  recommended 
are  very  proper  ; but  the  diredfing-  them  to  be  ap- 
plied without  fcarifying,  is  in  the  highefl;  degree  ab- 
furd.  By  the  fcarification,  the  blood  vefl'els  would 
have  been  unloaded  of  their  contents,  and  the  pref- 
fure  upon  the  brain  taken  off ; and  therefore,  what 
the  Author  of  the  Primitive  Phyfic  advifes  to  be  avbid- 
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cd,“  would  be  the  mod  probable  method  of  redoring 
the  patient. 

No.  53.  If  the  jit  be  foot},  after  a meal,  do  not  bleed, 
but  vomit. 

Thefe  dire£tions  are  effentially  wrong,  and  if  pur* 
died,  might  be  fatal  to  many  perfons  who  would  be 
recovered. 

No.  54.  Rub  the  head,  feet,  and  hands  Jlrongly,  and 
let  twojlrong  men  carry  the  patient  upright,  backward 
and  forward  about  the  room. 

This  advice  is  vague  and  infignilicant,  as  it  is  dif- 
fering people  to  trifle  in  a difeafe  which  requires  the 
mod  expeditious  methods  of  relief. 

No.  55.  A feton  in  the  neck,  with  a low  diet,  has 
ojten  prevented  a relapje. 

This  advice  for  preventing  a relapfe,  is  very  pro- 
per ; but  the  patient  mud  fird  be  brought  out  of  the 
apopleftic  dt,  which  he  never  can  be,  by  any  of  Mr. 
W’s  preferiptions. 

But  fend  for  a good  phyjician  immediately. 

Thefe  words  of  Mr.  W.  are  contained  in  the  lat’ 
ter  part  of  the  fifty-fecond  feftion ; after  preferibingfe- 
veral  of  the  modabfurd  and  prepoderous  remedies  that 
could  eafily  enter  the  mind  of  man,  he  advifes  a good 
phyfician  to  be  fent  for.  The  writer  hopes  that  this 
is  the  only  part  of  Mr.  W’s  advice,  to  which  any  regard 
will  be  paid,  in  fo  dangerous  a difeafe  ; where  the 
omiflTion  of  the  application  of  the  proper  and  judi- 
cious remedies,  only  for  a few  minutes,  may  be  the 
(;:aufe  of  the  death  of  the  patient. 

The  Affhma. 

No.  57.  Take  a pint  of  cold  water  every  night,  as 
you  lie  down  in  bed. 

No.  58. 
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No.  58.  A pint  of  cold  water  every  morning,  waf> 
ing  the  head  therein  immediately  after,  and  ufing  the 
cold  bath  once  a fortnight. 

No.  60.  Half  a pint  of  tar  water  twice  a day. 

No.  61.  Drink  fea  water  every  morning. 

No.  62.  Live  a fortnight  on  boiled  carrots, — It  feU 
dom  fails. 

thefe  pretended  remedies  for  afthmatic  dif- 
orders,  are  fo  inadequate  to  the  purpofe,  and  ma- 
nifeftly  fo  inefficacious,  that  they  only  do  mifchief,  by- 
preventing  thofe  who  confide  in  them  from  applying 
for  fuch  advice  as  might  afford  them  real  relief. 

No.  65.  For  prefent  relief,  vomit  with  a quart  or 
more  of  warm  water.  The  more  you  drink  of  it,  the 
better. 

In  fits  of  the  afthma,  the  lungs  are  often  greatly 
loaded  and  diftended  with  blood  ; fo  that  vomiting, 
by  whatever  means  excited,  may  be  produftive  of 
much  mifchief.  Mr.  W.  in  his  Primitive  Phyfic, 
gives  no  rules  refpedling  times  or  circumftances  ; but 
remedies  are  to  be  ufed  indifcriminately,  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  circumftances.  Here,  however,  I muft: 
take  the  liberty  of  obferving,  that  I have  found,  from 
repeated  experience  in  the  various  methods  of  reftoring 
health,  that  much  depends  on  remedies  being  exhibited 
at  the  proper  period  of  a difeafe  ; and  therefore  they 
lofe  much  of  their  efficacy,  when  exhibited  by  a perfon 
who  is  inattentive  to  a proper  diftinflion  of  thefe 
particulars,  which,  though  feemingly  trifling,  arfi 
really  of  the  utmoft  importance. 

A dry,  or  convuHive  Afthma. 

No.  66.  Juice  of  radijhes  relieves  much. 

No.  67.  A cup  of  Jlrong  coffee, 
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No.  69.  A tea  made  with  hyjfop,  or  ground-ivy,  or 
daify  Jlowers  and  liquorice. 

Nc.  70.  A pint  of  new  milk,  morning  and  evenings 
— This  has  cured  an  inveterate  ajlhma. 

No.  71.  Ufe  the  cold  bath  thrice  a week. 

No.  7 2..  Beat  fine  faff r on  Jmall,  and  take  eight  or 
ten  grains  every  night. 

A very  dangerous  difeafe,  rendered  more  fo,  by 
fcveral  trifling  and  infignificant  preferiptions. 

No.  73.  Dry  and  powder  a toad,  make  it  into  pills, 
and  tak^  one  every  hoitr,  till  the  convulfions  ceafe. 

Of  all  Mr.  W.’s  remedies  for  the  convulfive  aflh- 
ma,  powder  of  toad  is  the  mofl;  curious  ; but  it  is 
fiiited  to  the  credulity  of  the  frequenters  of  the 
b’oundery. 

No.  74.  Take  from  three  to  f,ve  grains  of  ipeca- 
cuanha every  morning  ; or  from  fve  to  ten  grains  eve- 
ry other  evening.  Do  this,  if  need  be,  for  a month  or 
Ji?c  weeks.  Five  grains  ufually  vomit.  In  a violent  ft^ 
take  a fcruple  infantly. 

It  is  always  advifeable,  before  the  exhibition  of 
vomits,  to  examine  the  pulfe  and  the  flate  of  the  con- 
flitution  in  general;  for,  if  the  blood-veffe^s  fliould  be 
loaded,  the  aftion  of  vojniting  may  perhaps  endanger 
a rupture,  and  inflantly  prove  fatal. 

Bleeding  at  the  Nofe,  (to  prevent). 

No.  77.  Drink  wloey  largely  every  morning,  and  eat 
Tiuich  of  raifins. 

No.  78.  To  cure  it,  apply  to  the  neck,  behind,  and  on 
each  fide,  a cloth  dipped  in  cold  water. 

No.  79.  Wnjh  the  temples,  nofe,  and  neck  with  vi- 
negar. 

No.  80.  Smrf  up  vinegar  and  water. 


No.  Si. 
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No.  8 1.  Cheiu  netileroot^  fpiii'in^  cut  the  juice. 

No.  82.  Fut  up  the  ncjlrils  pozudered  betony,  ivith  ct 
I ttle  fait. 

No.  83.  Hold  a red  hoi  poker  under  the  nofe. 

No.  84.  Steep  a ra^  in  f:>nrp  vinegar^  burn  iiy  and 
blo^v  it  up  the  noje  ‘iviih  a quill. 

No.  85.  In  a ‘violent  cafe.,  go  into  a pond  or  river. 

The  red  - hot  poker  prefeription  ( No.  83.  ) 
is  undoubtedly  new ; and  I am  confident  no 
one  will  difpute  the  honour  of  its  invention, 
with  Mr.  Wefley.  I fliall,  however,  beg  leave 
to  recommend  this  caution  in  the  ufe  of  it,  that 
no  one  fliould  attempt  the  application,  who  has  not 
a very  fleady  hand,  lefi  the  patient  fliould  bear  the 
marks  of  his  effectual  cure,  in  a manner  that  might 
induce  a wicked  world  to  think,  the  cafe  had  been- 
fuch  as  required  the  adhibition  of  Leake’s  pills,  ra- 
ther than  Wdley’s  poker  ; nor  could  an  accident  of 
this  kind  eafily  be  remedied  ; as,  1 believe,  Mr.  Pa- 
fence,  the  only  gentleman,  who,  in  this  age,  pro- 
feffes  the  Taliacotian  art,  now  no  longer  carries  on 
his  nofe-making  and  nofe-mending  manufadtory. 

But,  to  be  ferious  ; an  hsemorrhage  from  the  nofe,, 
is,  in  general,  a very  falutary  efi'ort  of  nature,  to 
empty  the  loaded  veffels  of  the  head;  fo  that  fach  dif- 
charges  of  blood  fliould  by  no  means  be  hafiily  fup- 
prdTed,as  very  large  quantities  may  be  thus  ilowly  eva- 
cuated, without  inducing  much  weaknds  in  the  fyf- 
tem  ; fo  that  this  accidental  hsemorrhage  tends  greatly^ 
to  relieve,  and  often  to  cure  flubborn  diforders  of  the 
head,  eyes,  &c.  whereas,  if  imprudently  checked  by 
aflringents,  internally  or  externally  applied,  fuch 
fioppage  of  the  flux  of  the  blood,  may  often  be 
productive  of  inflammation  of  the  neighbouring 
parts,  and  fometimes  even  apoplexy  and  pally  may 
be  the  confequence  of  fuch  injudicious  preferiptions 
as  arc  given  in  the  Primitive  Phyfic. 
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Spitting  of  Blood. 

No.  93.  Take  half  a pint  of  Jlewed  prunes  for  two 
cr  three  nights. 

No.  94.  A glafs  of  decodion  of  onions. 

No.  95.  Two  fpoonfiils  of  juice  of  iiettles  every 
mornings  and  a large  cup  of  decodion  of  nettles  every 
night. 

No.  96.  Take  frequently  a fpconful  of  the  juice  of 
nettles  and  plantane. 

No.  97.  Three  fpoonfuls  of  fage  juice  in  a little  honey. 

No.  98.  Idalf  a tea fpoonful  of  Barbadoes  tar  on  fugar 
at  night. 

Inflead  of  making  a comment  on  each  of  thefe 
remedies,  which  the  writer  is  thoroughly  convinced 
can  be  of  little  or  no  ufe  in  a fpitting  of  blood  ; he 
will  content  himfelf  with  obferving,  that  it  requires 
more  medical  fkill  than  Mr.  W.  I'eems  pofTelfed  of, 
to  dilcover  whether  the  difeharge  of  blood  ifl'ues 
from  the  mouth,  the  lungs,  or  the  flomacli ; and 
then  it  is  necefl'ary  to  be  fo  far  acquainted  with  the 
circulation  aS  to  be  capable  of  judging  whether  the 
difeharge  is  arterial  or  venous  blood ; and  further, 
to  underfland  fo  much  of  the  hiftory  of  difeafes,  as 
to  know  the  caufe  of  the  haemorrhage,  that  is,  whe- 
ther the  bleeding  arifes  from  an  increafed  aflion  of 
the  arteries,  from  a relaxation,  or  from  a rupture  of 
tlie  vefTels. 


Vomitins;  Blood. 

O 

No.  99.  Take  Huo  fpooyfuh  of  nettle  juice. 

No.  ICO.  One  fpoonful  of  the  juice  of  quinces. 

No.  10 1.  A quarter  of  a pint  of  decodion  of  nettles 
and  plantane^  two  . or  three  times  a day. 


Haemorr- 
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Hsemovrhages,  from  whatever  part  they  arifc,  are 
difpofed  to  continue  till  they  prove  fatal,  or,  which  is 
much  more  common,  they  naturally  ceafe  ; for  when 
the  veffels  are  fufficiently  emptied  of  their  contents, 
they  are  of  courfe  difpofed  to  contraQ:,  and  no  more 
blood  is  thrown  out.  And  the  reader  may  be  affured, 
that  one  or  other  of  thefe  terminations  mud  be  the 
event,  if  any  reliance  is  placed  on  Mr.  W.’s  internal 
or  external  remedies,  for  the  greater  part  of  theni 
do  not  bid  fair  to  be  of  any  advantage  in  the  different 
bleedings  advifed  for. 

The  obfervations  I have  made  on  the  various  hae- 
morrhages which  Mr.  W.  treats  of,  fhould  be  well 
confidered  in  the  treatment  of  them  ; for  if  aflrin- 
gents  and  repellents  are  indifcreetly  and  injudicioufly 
preferibed,  they  may  do  irreparable  mifehief,  in  cafes 
where  a mere  difeharge  of  blood  would  have  proved 
falutary. 

Buffers. 

t 

No.  104.  On  the  feet,  occafioned  by  zoalking,  are 
cured  by  drawing  a needle  fidl  of  zvorjled  through  them, 
clip  it  of  at  both  ends,  and  leave  it  till  the  fkin  peels 

In  this  cafe  it  would  be  better,  that  no  w’-ound 
fliould  be  made,  as  the  watery  fluids  extravafated 
from  the  ftimulus  of  walking,  will  generally  be  ab- 
forbed  during  a night’s  reft,  and  the  bliilered  part 
reftored  to  its  natural  ftate. 

Boils. 

No.  105,  to  108.  Are  fcvcral  external  applications 
to  promote fuppuration.  ’fis  proper  to  purge  alfo. 

If  the  habit  of  body  fliould  be  in  a good  ftate  when 
thefe  external  inflammations  arife,  the  fuppuration 
will  be  '.good,  and  the  boils  heal  readily  j but  on 
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the  other  hand,  if  the  conflitution  is  fcorbutic,  or  the 
juices  altered  from  their  natural  ftate,  neither  the 
above  external  remedies,  nor  purgatives,  will  com- 
pleat  the  cure. 

« 

Hard  Breads. 

No.  109.  Apply  turnips  roajlcd  till fofi^  then  ma/ked, 
and  mixed  nvith  oil  of  rofes.  Change  this  i^ivice  a day., 
keeping  the  breajl  very  warm  with  Jlannel. 

II  it  be  only  a fmall  indolent  tumor,  it  would  be 
better  that  nothing  be  done,  as  even  the  warmth  of 
the  above  poultice,  and  the  repeated  application  of 
flannel,  have,  by  their  flimulus,  fometimes  converted 
fuch  hardnefles  into  cancers,  a fpecies  of  direades,  of 
all  others  the  moft  to  be  dreaded  ; whereas,  by  omit- 
ting the  ufe  of  external  means,  fuch  indurations  have 
remained  in  an  indolent  Hate  during  the  wdiole  life  of 
the  perfon. 

A Cancer  in  the  Bread. 

No.  129.  Of  thirteen  years  Jtanding,  was  eured  by 
frequently  applying  red  poppy  water,  plantant  and  roje 
water,  mixt  with  honey  of  rofes.  Afterwards  the  wa- 
ters ifed  alone  perfehled  the  cure. 

Of  this  extraordinary  cure  we  have  no  evidence 
but  Mr.  Wefley’s  ipfe  dixit. 

No.  130.  Ufe  the  cold  bath  daily,  ( this  has  cured 
fnany.J  " his  cured  Mrs.  Bates  of  heicejierjhtre,  of 
a cancer  in  her  breafl,  a confumption,  a fciatica,  and 
rheumatifm,  which  fje  had  near  t-iuenty  years.  She 
bathed  daily  for  a month,  and  drank  only  water. 

We  fhould  be  glad  to  be  informed,  in  what  part 
of  Leicefterfliire  Mrs.  Bates  lives ; itisa  county  of  fomc 
extent,  and  if  the  lady  really  exifls  any  where,  it  would 
have  been  proper  to  have  given  a more  particular  di- 
redion.  We  are  induced-to  fay  this,  becaufc  the  rela- 
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tion  is  too  improbable  to  be  credited  by  any  perfons 
of  common  underftanding. 

No.  132.  Rub  the  -whole  brcajl  morning  and  even- 
ing with  fpirits  oj hartjhorn. 

Mr.  W.  appears  to  have  no  idea  of  the  difference 
between  fuch  a tumour  in  the  bread,  as  is  called  by  the 
furgeons  a feirrhous,  and  the  exulceration  termed  a 
cancer.  As  I have  obferved  before  (and  I cannot  help 
repeating  it)  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  for  women  to 
have  little  fwellings  arife  on  their  bread  from  va- 
rious caufes,  which,  if  let  alone,  hardly  ever  termi- 
nate ill  either  to  the  general  health,  or  to  the  part 
affefted.  But  if  pretenders  to  medical  knowledge 
or  defigning  quacks,  advife  hartdiorn,  or  other  fti- 
mulants,  to  be  rubbed  upon  the  part,  with  a view  to 
difeufs  fuch  tumors,  a greater  fecretion  of  watery 
fluids  is  brought  to  the  bread:  from  the  ufe  of  fuch 
flimuli  ; and  thus  what  was  at  flrd:  a very  flight 
complaint,  has  been  often  converted  into  an  in- 
curable cancer.  The  writer  declares  with  thfe 
greated:  concern,  that  he  has  more  than  once  feen  in 
confequence  of  tnal-pradtice,  fuch  ah  unhappy  ter- 
mination take  place ; and  he  mod  earnedly  advifts 
thofe  who  have  any  complaints  of  the  bread,  to 
confu'lt  thofe  who  are  poflefled  of  fk-fll  and  hurriaihtiy 
in  the  profeflion.  r 

No.  135.  Take  horfe  fpuj'S,  and  dYp  them  hy  the 
Jire  till  they  will  'beat  to  powder,  fijt  and  injuje  tivo 
drachms  in  two  quarts  of  ale ; drink  half  a piht 
every  fix  hours ; new  milk  warm, — It  has  cured,  mai-ik. 
Tried.  ■ ^ 

No.  136.  Apply  goofe  dung  and  celandine  beat  well 
together,  and  fpread  on  a fne  rag.  It  will  both  cleanfe 
and  heal  the  fore. 

Mr.  W.  advifes  horfe  fpiirs  as  an  internal  medipine, 
and  goofe  dung  as  an  outward  application ; togetlaer 
with  many  other  remedies  for  the  cure  of  cancers, 
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equally  unaccountable.  It  is  a melancholy  truth, 
that  ignorant  men  have  always  curatives  in  abundance 
for  incurable  complaints  : as  for  the  medical  virtues 
of  the  many  preferiptions  advifed  by  Mr.  W.  for  can- 
cers, there  can  be  little  more  objef^ion  to  them,  than 
to  his  powder  of  toad  in  the  convulfive  afthraa, 

A Cancer  in  the  Mouth. 

No.  141  to  150,  Mr.  W.  has  preferibed  feveral 
external  applications  for  the  cure  of  cancers  affecting 
the  mouth  ; and  altho’  one  has  the  mark  of  infalli- 
bility affixed  to  it,  and  another  the  word  tried ; not- 
withftanding  all  his  boailed  remedies,  it  will  be 
highly  pruderit  in  fo  ferious  a complaint  to  apply  to  a 
good  furgeon,  who,  it  may  reafonably  be  prefumed, 
will  make  ufe  of  thofe  applications  which  his  expe- 
rience and  judgment  inform  him  are  the  mofl;  likely 
to  prove  fuccefsful. 

I ffiall  conclude  my  obfervations  on  cancers  with 
one  general  remark ; which  is,  that  interefted  and 
defigning  men  have  called  every  ulcer  of  difficult 
cure,  which  attacks  the  breaft  or  mouth,  a cancer ; 
and  unfortunately  the  perfon  fo  afflicted  is  unable  tp 
diftinguifh  the  one  frpm  the  other.  But  it  may  fafely 
be  affirmed,  that  no  real  cancer  was  ever  cured, 
it  being  a difeafe  dependant  on  the  laws  of  fermen- 
tation, and  for  that  reafon  cannot  be  eradicated  out 
of  the  conftitution ; as  one  particle  of  cancerous 
matter  remaining,  is  fufficient  to  renew  all  the  ag- 
gravated fymptoms  of  this  horrid  diflemper.  It  is 
well  known  that  experienced  and  able  furgeons  daily 
cure  the  word  ulcers  ; and  it  is  equally  well  known, 
that  the  humane  and  worthy  part  of  that  profeffion 
lament  the  many  impoftors  who  are  every  day 
ftarting  up,  to  deceive  the  public  with  their  pretended 
noftruins,  and  which  too  often,  by  their  corrofive 
applications,  increafe  the  mifery  and  haften  the  death 
of  the  unhappy  fufferer. 
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Children. 

No.  157.  To  prevent  the  rickets  mid  vjeaknefs^  dip 
them  in  cold  vjater  every  morning  till  they  are  eight  or 
nine  months  old\  afterwards  their  hands  and  feet. 

The  cold  bath  may  not  be  improper  for  children, 
naturally  of  a good  conftitution,  though  thefe  feldom 
require  its  ufe ; for  in  the  cafes  where  this  remedy 
is  advifed,  it  is  generally  in  confequence  of  fome 
difeafes,  which  have  weakened  and  relaxed  their  ten- 
der frame,  and  therefore  Mr.  W.  ought  to  have  been 
a little  more  explicit ; however,  I fliall  here  take  the 
liberty  of  giving  a few  hints  relative  to  the  ufe  of 
the  cold-bath,  in  fuch  cafes,  which  if  attended  to, 
may  be  beneficial. 

ill.  As  the  flomach  and  bowels  of  young  children 
are  very  apt  to  be  diforderedj  it  undoubtedly  would 
be  improper  to  ufe  this  remedy,  when  the  child  is  af- 
fe6led  with  complaints  of  the  firft  palfages,  as  vo- 
miting, purging,  &c. 

^dly.  If  any  eruption  Ihould  arife  on  the  fkin,  the 
cold-bath  might  prove  a repellent,  and  therefore 
would  have  a tendency  to  be  highly  injurious  ; as 
fometimes  by  fuddenly  ftriking  in  only  a few  pim- 
ples, an  internal  imflammation  or  fever  has  been 
brought  on,  the  confequences  of  which  have  proved 
fatal. 

3dly.  If  any  fever  Ihould  arife,  whether  from 
teething  or  any  other  caufe,  it  would  be  extremely 
dangerous  to  ufe  the  cold-bath. 

After  a child  is  eight  or  nine  rnonths  old,  Mr.  W. 
reftrains  the  ufe  of  the  cold-bath  to  the  hands  and 
feet  only.  If  the  child  thrives  from  its  being  dipped 
in  water,  there  can  be  no  folid  objedion  advanced 
to  its  being  applied  to  the  body  univerfally  after 
that  age. 
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No  roller  Jhould  ever  be  put  round  their  bodies,  nor 
any  Jlays  ufed.  Injlead  of  them,  when  they  are  put 
into  Jlm't  petticoats,  put  a waijicoat  under  their 
frocks. 

The  eafy  method  of  dreffing  voung  children,  is 
extremely  well  calculated  for  the  promotion  of 
health,  and  muft  be  advantageous  to  the  confHtu- 
tion  ; but  the  public  are  indebted  to  the  ingenious 
Dr.  Cadogan,  lor  this  improvement  in  the  eafy 
dreffing  of  children  : it  is  however  not  Mr.  Wef- 
ley’s  method  to  acknowledge  from  whence  he  bor- 
rows his  information,  or  whofe  words  he  makes  ufe 
of.  Whether  juftice  be  any  part  of  his  theological 
fyflem  or  not,  he  has  long  been  eminent  for  paying 
no  attention  to  literary  juftice. 

’Tix  beji  to  wean  a child  when  feven  months  old. 

It  certainly  would  not  be  beft.  It  would  be  much 
better  to  let  the  child  have  the  bread  two  or  three 
months  longer;  as  no  food  can  be  fubftituted  at  that 
age  fo  proper  or  fo  nourilhing.  The  coagulable 
matter  does  not  then  abound  too  much,  nor  has  the 
milk  any  pernicious  properties,  as  I am  convinced 
from  experiment. 

iM  them  go  barefooted  and  bare-headed,  till  they  are 
three  or  four  years  old  at  leaji. 

In  many  cafes  the  going  bare-headed  at  fo  early  an 
age  would  be  very  improper,  as  there  are  not  a few 
children  who  have  not  a diffident  quantity  of  of- 
feous  matter  to  prevent  external  injuries. 

No  child  fjould  touch  any  fpirituous  or  fermented  li- 
quor, nor  animal  food,  before  two  years  old.  Their 
(h'ink  Jhould  be  water ; tea  they  Jhould  never  tafe 
till  ten  or  twelve  years  old;  milk,  milk-porridge  and 
water-gruel  are  the  proper  breakfaf  for  children. 

Thefe  direflions  are  undoubtedly  very  proper, 
and  it  would  have  been  well  if  all  Mr.  Wefley’s  pre- 
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fcriptlons  had  been  equally  innocent  and  unexcepti- 
onable. 

Mr.  W.  has  given  fundry  directions  refpc6ting 
young  children  and  their  difeafes ; but  I mufl  do 
him  the  juftice  to  obferve,  that  he  has  never  once  re- 
commended Godfrey  s cordial.  And,  indeed,  this  is 
a very  pernicious  opiate,  however  frequently  it  may 
be  adminiftered  by  ignorant  nurfes.  They  give  it  to 
children  for  their  own  eafe,  without  confidering  or 
underltanding  its  tendency.  It  has  unqueflionably 
been  productive  of  much  mifchief ; it  tends  to  ruin 
the  conftitutions  of  children,  and  the  confequences 
of  taking  it  have  been  much  more  frequently  fatal 
than  is  generally  apprehended.  It  is  the  earned;  wifh 
of  the  writer,  that  this  hint  may  be  duly  attended  to 
by  parents  and  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  young 
children.  The  date  of  our  national  population  is  at 
too  low  an  ebb,  for  the  lives  of  children  to  be  facri- 
ficed  to  the  ignorance  of  old  women,  or  to  the  in- 
dolence of  nurfes. 

Chin  Cough,  or  Hooping  Cough. 

No.  158.  life  the  cold  bath  daily. 

I do  not  know  upon  what  principle  the  cold  bath 
can  be  advifed  in  this  complaint.  From  the  violent 
and  long  fits  of  coughing  there  is  often  much  danger 
of  fudbcation,  and  fometimes  the  agitation  during 
the  fits  is  fo  violent  as  to  rupture  one  or  more  of 
the  blood-veffels  of  the  lungs  ; fo  that  in  e,very  point 
of  view  this  remedy,  by  loading  the  internal  veffek 
more  vf'wh.  blood,  is  likely  to  be  highly  injurious. 

In  defperate  cafes  change  of  air  alone  has  cured. 

Mr.  W.  after  prefcribing  feveral  infignilicant  re- 
medies, fays,  “ change  of  air  alone  has  cured.’*  In 
this  direClion  he  is  perfcCUy  right,  but  I would  im- 
prove upon  his  advice,  and  earnedly  recommend  the 
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change  of  aif  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  very  trou- 
blefome  difeafe,  as  experience  has  convinced  me  that 
more  real  good  may  be  done  by  this  than  by  any 
other  means. 

I will  here  take  the  opportunity  of  making  a few 
obfervations  on  the  hooping  cough,  which  may,  per- 
haps, be  not  unworthy  of  attention. 

ih.  I am  clearly  convinced,  that  this  diforder  arifes 
•Tom  Infeftious  matter,  and,  like  other  difeafes,  pro- 
duced from  a fimilar  caufe,  it  has  its  beginning,  pro- 
grefs,  and  decline  ; fo  that  when  it  is  paft  its  acme,  if 
an  old  woman  happens  to  come  in  at  the  declenfion 
of  this  complaint,  and  advifes  any  thing  ever  fo  ab- 
furd,  the  cure  is  attributed  to  that ; and  indeed  the 
fame  reafoning  holds  good  with  regard  to  many  of 
Mr.  W.’s  infallibles  or  tried  remedies. 

idly.  Medicine  can  do  very  little  with  regard  to 
this  difeafe,  and  yet  it  requires  the  attention  of  a 
good  pradlitioner ; for,  if  the  violence  of  the  cough 
produces  any  injlammation  of  the  breafl^  an  occafional 
or  even  repeated  bleeding  will  be  undoubtedly  pro- 
per ; or  if  cofive,  gentle  laxatives  will  be  highly  ne- 
ceffary ; or,  if  the  phlegm  Jhoidd  become  too  vifeid, 
and  thrown  np  xuith  difficulty,  expedlorating  medicines 
fliould  be  adminiftered. 

3dly.  Affis  Milk,  perfevered  in  for  fix  or  eight 
weeks,  has  done  efl'ential  fervice  in  this  difeafe,  as  by 
its  ball'amic  qualities,  and  the  light  nourifhment  it  af- 
fords, the  juices  are  rendered  mild  and  bland,  which 
may  often  prevent  the  inflammatory  jftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe, or  if  it  has  come  on,  prevent  its  arifing  to  any 
confiderable  degree  ; and  thus  exulceration  of  the 
lungs,  or  heftic  fever,  be  kept  off;  fo  that  the  pa- 
tient may  get  through  this  troublefome  and  tedious 
complaint  without  the  danger  commonly  attending  it. 
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Cholera  Morbus. 

No.  1 66.  Drink  two  or  three  quarts  of  cold  zoater, 
if  Jirong  ; of  warm  water ^ if  weak. 

No.  167.  Drink  a draught  of  vinegar  andvoater. 

No.  168.  Boil  a chicken  an  hour  in  two  gallons  of 
water,  and  drink  of  this  till  the  vomiting  ceafes. 

Thefe  are  infignificant  remedies,  prefcribed  by  Mr. 
W.  in  a very  ferious  difeafe  ; but  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed that  the  pain,  uneafmefs,  &c.  will  generally 
oblige  thofe  who  are  attacked  with  this  complaint,  to 
have  recourfe  to  proper  advice ; which,  indeed,  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  ; for  if  this  violent  affedlion  of 
the  ftomach  and  bowels  is  not  removed  within  forty- 
eight  hours,  it  brings  on  fuch  a univerfal  debility  of 
the  whole  fyftem,  as  generally  proves  fatal. 

No.  169.  Take  fx  grains  of  laudanum. 

As  Mr.  W.  ufes  the  word  grains,  he  muft  un- 
doubtedly mean  folid  opium.  Now,  opium  is  one  of 
thofe  Herculean  medicines,  which  he  fo  pathetically  dif- 
fuades  his  readers  from  the  ufe  of,  in  his  preface  ; 
and  yet  he  here  prefcribes  a dofe  of  this  powerful 
narcotic,  which  would,  in  all  probability,  caufe  nine- 
ty-nine perfons  out  of  a hundred  to  feep  for  ever. 
In  diforders  in  common,  the  Faculty  feldom  admifter 
X above  one  grain,  and  fcarcely  ever  exceed  two  grains. 
It  is  true,  that  Mr.  Bromfield  and  Mr.  Pott 
have  lately  given  this  drug  in  larger  dofes,  in  ex- 
traordinary chirurgical  cafes  with  great  fuccefs  ; but 
I believe  thefe  gentlemen  have  never  yet  ventured  to 
diredt,  at  the  firll  or  fecond  exhibition  of  this  medi- 
cine, fix  grains  for  a dofe  ; but  a remedy  that  would 
be  fafe  and  ufeful  in  the  hands  of  thefe  fkilful  and 
eminent  pradlitioners,  becomes  a dangerous  weapon 
in  the  hands  of  the  ignorant  and  unlkilful. 
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The  Colic,  (In  the  Fit.) 

No.  i8o.  Drink  a pint  of  cold ’water. — Tfied. 

No.  1 8 1.  A quart  of  warm  water. — Tried. 

No.  182.  As  largely  as  poffiblc  of  warm  tar-water.. 

No.  183.  Or  a pint  of  water  in  which  a red  hot 
flint  is  quenched. 

This  inimitable  profeflbr  of  phyfic,  preferibes  hot 
and  cold  remedies  in  the  fame  breath.  A pint  of  cold 
water,  he  fays,  is  a ti'ied  remedy  for  the  colic  *,  but 
if  you  are  not  fatisfied  with  that,  a quart  of  warm 
water  is  another  tried  remedy  for  the  fame  dif- 
order,  and  will  do  full  as  well.  And  if  you  fhould 
not  relifh  either  of  thefe  curious  preferiptions,  he 
advifes  you  to  drink  as  largely  as  poffible  of  warm 
tar  water ; or  that  you  may  have  another  choice, 
a pint  of  water  in  which  a red  hot  fint  is  quenched. 
Two  of  thefe  watery  remedies  are  tried,  and  two,  it 
feems,  are  untried  ; but  I am  of  opinion  they-  are 
equally  infallible ; though  if  any  one  deferves  the 
preference,  it  is  the  tar  water. 

No.  1 86.  Take  thirty  drops  of  fpirits  of  turpentine 
in  a glafs  of  water. 

If  the  perfon  affefted  with  the  colic,  is  of  a flrong, 
or  an  inflammatory  habit ; or  if  there  be  any  ob- 
ftruGion  in  the  bowels,  this  remedy  muff  prove  ex- 
ceedingly injurious. 

No.  187.  Or  from  two  fcniples  to  half  a dram  of 
yellow  peel  of  orange,  powdered,  i n a glqfs  of  water. 

As  half  a dram  is  30  grains,  and  two  fcniples 
40  grains,  would  it  not  have  been  a little  more 
methodical,  to  have  ordered  the  dofe  of  orange  peel 
to  be  taken,  from  half  a dram  to  two  fcruples  ? 
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No.  188.  Beat  together  into  a cdke^  one  part  of 
Jloned  raifins  of  the  fun,  and  three  parts  of  juniper 
berries ; eat  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  pain. 

Is  the  patient  to  eat  an  ounce,  or  a pound  ? 

No.  189.  Take  from  to  60  drops  of  oil  of  anT 
feed,  on  a lump  of  fugar. 

As  this  eflential  oil,  ike  all  others,  pofleffes  a conh- 
derable  degree  of  fHmulus,  it  ought  to  be  taken 
with  much  caution,  of  which  Mr.  W.  appears  to  have 
no  conception  ; but  with  a want  of  precifion  which 
feems  natural  to  him,  he  advifes  30  or  60  drops  of 
oil  of  anifeed  indifcriminately. 

Bilious  Colic. 

No.  1 94.  Give  a fpoonfid  of  fweet  oil  every  hour. 
This  has  cured  one  judged  at  the  point  of  death. 

If  the  experiment  has  been  made  only  upon 
one  perfon  “ at  the  point  of  death,”  I hope,  in  fo 
violent  a difeafe,  that  other  aids  will  be  called  in  to 
prevent  the  patient  being  brought  into  fo  much  dan- 
ger. In  general,  a good  praftitioner  finds  this  dif- 
eafe yields  very  readily ; fo  that  fuch  imminent  dan- 
ger may  be  cafily  avoided. 

No.  197.  Mrs,  Watts,  by  ufing  the  cold  bath  two- 
and-twenty  times  in  a month,  was  entirely  cured  of  an 
hyferic  colic,  fits,  and  convulfive  motions,  continual 
fweatings  and  vomiting,  tuandering  pains  in  her  limbs 
and  head,  with  total  lofis  of  appetite. 

This  recovery  of  Mrs.  Watts  is,  unqueflion- 
ably,  a very  furprifmg  one , and  would  deferve  little 
Credit,  were  it  not  for  the  very  fatisfadtory  manner 
in  which  it  is  authenticated.  Mrs.  Watts,  by  the 
ufe  of  the  cold  bath,  was  entirely  cured,  Mr.  Wef. 
ley  informs  us,  not  only  of  an  hyfleric  colic,  continual 
fweatings  and  vomiting,  wandering  pains  in  her  limbs 
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and  head,  and  'alfo  of  a total  lofs  of  appetite  into  the 
bargain.  All  this  is  fufficiently  marvellous  ; but  per- 
haps an  inquifitive  reader  might  be  tempted  to  en- 
quire who  Mrs.  Watts  is,  and  where  fhe  dwells, 
whether  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  America  ; 
but  thefe  trifling  circumftances,  the  fagacious  Mr.  W, 
chufes  to  bury  in  profound  filence. 

No.  198.  In  the  ft,  drink  half  a pint  of  water, 
with  a little  wheat  four. 

No.  199.  Warm  lemonade. 

No.  200.  A glafs  full  of  vinegar. 

An  hyfleric  colic  is  the  general  confequence  of  a 
weak  ftate  of  the  flomach  and  bowels,  in  which  aci- 
dity is  moflly  predominant ; and  therefore  the  glafs  of 
vinegar  or  lemonade  mufl:,  in  every  point  of  view, 
be  highly  injurious. 

A Nervous  Colic. 

No.  204.  Uje  the  cold  bath  daily,  for  a monihi 

In  this  difeafe,  Mr.  W.  advifes  the  cold  bath  indif- 
criminately  to  be  ufed  for  a month  ; but  there  are  ma- 
ny circumllances,  with  regard  to  the  nervous  colic, 
which  may  render  this  remedy  extremely  improper  ; 
not  to  mention  the  length  of  time  during  which  it 
would  be  necelTary  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  it. 

No.  205.  Take  quickflver  and  aqua  fulphurata  dai^ 
ly,  for  a month. 

Upon  whac  principle  quickfilver  and  aqua  fulphu- 
rata (which  is  a diluted  vitriolic  acid)  is  to  cure  the 
nervous  colic,  is  very  difficult  to  afcertain  ; to  me, 
thefe  remedies  do  not  feem  to  promife  any  good  ef- 
feels  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  in  a weak  date  of  the 
bowels,  would  rather  exafperate  the  difeafe. 

In  a note,  Mr.  W.  fays  this  colic  is  frequently 
‘‘  termed  the  dry  belly-ach,’*  I believe  thefe  two  did 
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orders  of  the  bowels,  can  only  be  called  the  fame 
clifeafes,  by  thofe  perfons,  who,  like  Mr.  W,  are  ig- 
norant of  the  nature  of  the  fymptoms  which  confli- 
tute  the  two  complaints  ; as  it  is  generally  underftood 
by  good  praftitioners,  that  the  hyfteric  and  nervous 
colic  are  one  and  the  fame  difeafe  ; and  not  to  be 
confounded  with  the  colica  pidloninn,  or  dry  belly- 
ach. 

Colic  from  the  Fumes  of  Lead,  White  Lead, 
Verdigris,  &c. 

No.  206.  In  the  drink  frejlo  melted  hutter,  and 
then  vomit  v)ith  warm  water. 

No.  208.  To  prevent  or  cure ; breakfajl  daily  on  fat 
. broth.,  and  ufe  oil  of  fweet  almonds  fre(^uently  and 

This  is  the  diforder  that  is  generally  termed  the  dry 
belly*ach,  and  very  properly  To  j but  it  is  hardly  ne- 
cefl'ary  to  make  any  remarks  on  this  colic,  as  the 
excelfive  pain,  and  other  fymptoms  attending  it,  will, 
generally  oblige  the  alflifted  to  apply  lor  alfiftance  ; 
which  will  be  adling  with  much  more  prudence,  than 
placing  any  dependance  on  Mr.  W.’s  very  futile  pre- 
fcriptions. 

In  all  the  various  colics,  Mr.  W.  has  not  advifed 
one  purging  or  laxative  remedy ; (indeed,  in  the  bi- 
lious-colic, he  has  prefcribed  a fpoonful  of  oil)  but 
happily,  people  in  general,  in  thefe  dil’orders  of  the 
flomach  and  bowels,  take  of  themfelves,  or  are  advifed 
to  take,  tincture  ot  rhubarb,  Daffey’s  elixir,  or  fome 
other  remedy  of  a fimilar  kind  ; which,  by  unloading* 
the  firft  palfages  of  indigeflible  and  other  offending 
fubltances,  will  often,  ina  very  Ihort  time,  remove  fuch 
colic  complaints  ; but  when  the  bowels  have  been 
emptied,  and  the  pain  or  other  fymptoms  continue, 
or  ihould  return,  then  the  warm  and  ftomachic  me- 
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dicincs  may  generally  be  adminiflered  with  fafefy, 
and  will  moftly  carry  off  the  complaint. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved  that  colics  attack  the 
llrong  as  well  as  the  weak  ; and  in  thole  cafes 
where  there  is  a fixed  pain  in  one  part  of  the  belly, 
the  pulfe  hard  and  frequent,  with  other  inflamma- 
tory fymptoms,  it  will  be  highly  neceffary  to  ufe  the 
lancet  as  foon  as  poffiblc;  becaufe  an  inflammation 
is  then  forming  in  a fmall  part  of  the  bowels,  which, 
if 'not  timely  removed,  may  in  twenty-four  or  forty- 
eight  hours,  terminate  in  a mortification  of  the 
part  affedled ; and  if  fpirituous  remedies  Ihould  be 
imprudently  ufed  to  remove  this  pain,  having  a natu- 
ral tendency  to  increafe  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  they  may  fometimes  kill  in  a very  few  hours. 
Many  lives  have  been  undoubtedly  loft  in  this  man- 
ner, and  therefore  it  may  often  be  highly  dangerous 
for  perfons  in  colic  diforders  to  have  recourfe  to 
Mr.  W’s  remedies  of  fpirits  of  turpentine,  oil  of 
anifecd  ; or  to  double  diftilled  waters,  peppermint,  or 
any  other  kind  of  fpirituous  cordial,  which  many 
good  women  in  the  country,  whofe  medical  fkill  may 
be  fuppofed  equal  to  that  of  Mr.  Wefley,  are  too  apt 
to  recommend  in  fuch  cafes. 

A Confumptioil. 

No.  21 1.  A begmning  corijumption  ‘ivas  curd  hy 
drinking  decodion  oj  guiacum,  morning  and  evening, 
for  JiJteen  days,  ( without  fweating J with  a light  diet. 

In  every  view  in  which  this  medicine  can  be  con- 
fidered,  it  appears  abfolutely  improper,  as  the  guia- 
cum owes  its  medical  virtues  to  a ftimulating  eflential 
oil,  which  would  moft  probably  heat  the  fyftem,  and 
thus  the  remedy  preferibed  might  convert  a beginning 
confumption  into  a confirmed  hectic.  Mr. W. alfo, with 
his  ujual  \inaccuracy,  only  advifes  a decodlion  of  the 
guiacum  wood,  but  he  does  not  give  his  readers  any 
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information  refpedlng  the  quantity  of  gulacum  to  be 
ufed,  or  what  the  proportion  fliould  be  between  that 
and  the  watery  fluid,  nor  whether  the  confumptive 
patient  is  to  take  it  in  half  pints  or  in  gallons. 

No.  212.  Cold  bathing  has  cured  many  deep  con~ 
fumptions.  Tried. 

Cold  bathing,  Mr.  W.  informs  uS,  is  a tried  re- 
medy for  confumptions,  and  “ has  cured  many  deep 
confumptions.’^  As,  according  to  him,  this  is  almofl; 
a fpecific  in  this  difeafe  which  is  fo  peculiar  to  this 
country,  and  which  phyfleians  generally  find  fo 
extremely  difficult  of  cure  ; it  would  have  been  well 
if  Mr.  W.  had  been  a little  more  particular  on  this 
head,  and  informed  his  readers  whether  the  cold  bath 
cured  incipient  confumptions  only,  or  in  what  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  it  effected  the  extraordinary  recovery 
he  fpeaks  of.  In  fo  fatal  a difeafe  it  certainly  would 
have  been  worth  while,  if  he  really  had  poff'effed  that 
regard  for  the  lives  of  his  fellow  creatures  which  he 
affects,  to  have  informed  us  what  thofe  kinds  of  con- 
fumptions were,  in  which  the  cold  bath  proved  fo  fur- 
prifmg  a fpecific. 

Cold  bathing  is  certainly  a very  eafy  remedy  for 
the  cure  of  a confumption  ; but  Mr.  W.  who  deals 
much  in  wonderful  recoveries,  has  another  remedy 
for  this  dangerous  difeafe  ftill  more  cafy  than  the 
former.  He  acquaints  us  (at  No.  213)  that  in  three 
months  time,  a perfon  in  a deep  confumption  was  per- 
fectly reffored  by  drinking  nothing  but  water,  and 
eating  nothing  but  water-gruel,  without  fait  or  fugar  ! 
I’his  was  truly  marvellous,  and  we  ffiould  have  been 
glad  to  have  been  informed  where  the  man  lives, 
what  his  name  is,  or  to  have  had  the  ftory  in  fome 
degree  authenticated.  But  perhaps  Mr.  W’s  affer- 
tion  is  fufficient,  it  may  be  fo  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Moorfields  ; but  we  believe  his  veracity  is  not  fuff 
ficiently  eJtabliJJjed  at  Brijlol  for  his  ipje  dixit  to  pafs 
there  for  unqueftionable  truth. 
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No.  221.  Every  morning  cut  up  a little  turf  of  frejh 
earth  ; and  king  down,  breath  into  the  hole  for  a quar- 
ter of  an  hour. — / have  known  a deep  conjumption 
cured  thus. 

Merc  is  another  of  Mr.  W.’s  remedies  for  a con- 
fumption,  which  needs  only  be  mentioned  to  excite 
the  readers  'rifibility.  It  is  a recipe  indeed  truly 
worthy  the  acute  genius  of  the  author  ol  Primitive 
Phyfic. 

No.  227.  Take  in  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  the  feam  of  white  rofin  and  bees  wax, 
boiling  on  a hot  fire-Jhovel. — This  has  cured  one  who 
was  in  the  third  fiage  of  a confumplion. 

. There  is  no  end  to  the  difeoveries  of  Mr.  W.  in 
the  cure  of  confumptions  : the  above  is  as  extraordi- 
nary a remedy  as  the  recovery  is  aftonifliing  ; Ibr 
when  a perfon  is  unhappily  arrived  at  the  third  fiage 
of  a confumption,  the  lungs  are  generally  fo  deeply 
ulcerated,  that  the  mofl  able  pradlitioners  ceafe  to 
have  any  hopes,  for  the  difeafe  is  fo  far  advanced  as 
to  be  paft  the  power  of  medicine.  But  Mr.  W. 
can  even  perform  cures  then,  and  that  by  rofin  and 
bees-wax  boiling  on  a hot firefiovel.  It  is  however  to 
be  regretted,  that  we  are  not  informed  of  the  name 
of  the  perfon  thus  furprifingly  cured,  and  of  the 
place  of  his  abode.  But  Mr.  W.’s  prudence,  or  art, 
or  effrontery,  is  fuperior  to  that  of  common  quacks. 
They  generally  pretend  at  lead  to  give  fomc  informa- 
tion where  the  perfons  they  have  recovered  are  to  be 
found ; but  Mr.  W.  is  above  every  thing  of  this 
kind.  He  fays,  that  by  his  recipes  great  cures  have 
been  performed  ; and  to  enquire  of  whom,  and  how 
the  fads  are  afeertained,  is  an  impertinence.  But 
he  fliould  remember,  that  all  the  people  of  England 
are  not  votaries  to  implicit  faith,  however  flrongly 
it  may  aduatc  the  patient  hearers  at  the  Foundery. 
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To  Jlrengthen  the  body,  take  falt-petre  half  a drachm', 
fait  of feel ffteen  grains,  in  a quarter  of  a pint  of  wa- 
ter. Add  two  ounces  of  the  hefl  brandy,  and  fweeten  it 
zuith  loaf  fugar  ; drink  two  fpoonfuls  of  this  about  eleven 
in  the  morning,  and  at fve  in  the  afternoon,  wafiing  it 
down  zoith  a difh  of  fage  tea.  This  mixture  may  be 
repeated  twice  or  thrice. 

This  flrengthening  prcfcriptlon  is  an  unqueflion- 
able  proof  that  Mr.  W.  is  totally  ignorant  of  double 
eleblive  attradions^  in  other  words,  that  by  diffolving 
a neutral  and  metalline  fait  in  water,  two  new  com- 
pounds are  formed  ; fo  that  the  weak  patient  pref- 
cribed  for,  is  neither  taking  falt-petre  nor  fait  of  iteel, 
as  a ftrengthening  remedy  ; but  new  combinations 
are  produced  by  the  folution,  which  are  totally  dif- 
ferent in  their  medical  effects  on  the  human  body,  as 
well  as  in  their  chemical  properties. 

This  inftance,  among  many  others,  may  ferve  to 
fhew  how  unfafe  it  is  for  mankind  to  follow  impli- 
citly the  preferiptions  of  ignorant  pretenders,  and 
thofe  who,  like  Mr.  W.  are  deflitute  of  chemical  or 
medical  knowledge. 

In  the  loth  page  of  his  preface,  he  complains 
heavily  of  the  phyficians  for  introducing  “ into 
“ practice  abundance  of  compound  medicines,  con- 
“ filling  of  fo  many  ingredients,  that  it  was  fcarce 
“ poffible  for  common  people  to  know  which  it  was 
“ that  performed  the  cure  f and  alfo  chymicals, 
“ fuch  as  they  neither  had  flvill,  nor  fortune,  nor 
“ time  to  prepare.  Yea,  and  dangerous  ones,  fuch 
“ as  they  could  not  ufe,  without  hazarding  life,  but 
“ by  the  advice  of  a phyfician.”  And  here  this 
very  fcrupulous  and  afleciedly  cautious  gentleman 
recommends  a neutral  fait,  the  elements  of  which 
are  fixed  vegetable  alkali,  and  the  nitrous  acid,  and 
alfo  a metalline  combination,  whofe  elements  are  iron 
and  the  vitriolic  acid  : two  chemical  compound  me- 
dicines, the  nature  and  dfcQs  of  which  it  is  manifefl 
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he  is  totally  ignorant  of.  The  writer  thinks  he 
may  with  the  llricleft  juftice  apply  Mr.  W.’s  own 
v/ords  to  himfelf  with  a fmall  variation  ; “ How 
“ many  inconveniencies”  may  have  been  occafioned 
by  fuch  ignorant  prefcribers ! “ How  many  conftitu- 
“ tions”  may  have  been  ruined  ! “ How  many  va- 

J liable  lives  loft.” 

I fhall  conclude  the  whole  of  what  has  been  faid 
relative  to  confumptions,  with  advifing  thofe  who 
have  an  obftinate  cough,  which  occafions  a great  deal 
of  vifcid  phlegm  to  be  thrown  up,  and  is  attended  with 
a fudden  emaciation,  and  other  incipient  fymptoms 
of  a hedlic  ; to  apply  Immediately  for  proper  aftift- 
ance.  Perfons  in  this  ftate  are  generally  able  to 
walk  about,  fo  that  they  do  not  confider  the  dan- 
ger of  their  prefent  fituation ; but  the  wri- 
ter aflures  them  thefe  are  the  marks  of  a beginn- 
ing confumption,  therefore  immediate  recourfe 
Ihould  be  had  to  thofe  of  Ikill  in  the  profeflion. 
And  this  is  attainable  even  by  the  poor,  as  phyficians 
are  always  ready  to  do  every  kind  office  to  the  in- 
digent ; and  in  the  metropolis  particularly,  which  is 
fo  honourably  diftingniflied  by  the  number  of  its 
charitable  inftitutions,  the  pooreft  perfon  need  not  be 
at  a lofs  to  procure  proper  advice.  By  attending 
to  the  difeafe  at  firft,  himdreds  might  every  year  be 
reftored  to  health,  who,  if  the  diforder  be  once 
fixed,  would  be  carried  off  by  confumptions.  I 
do  moft  earneftly  intreat  perfons  of  all  ranks  to 
have  early  advice  in  fuch  affeclions  of  the  breaft, 
and  by  no  means  to  negledl  the  cough,  &c.  which 
may  be  readily  cured  at  firft ; but  when  continued 
fome  time,  may  become  an  incurable  difeafe.  The  au- 
thor is  thoroughly  convinced,  from  experience,  that 
if  proper  precautions  were  ufed  at  the  beginning  of 
confumptions,  not  one  in  a hundred  would  die  of  a 

* See  Preface,  page  xsvii., 
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dlfcafe,  which,  thi*ough  ncgledt  and  Inattention,  cat* 
fies  off  vaff  numbers  every  year. 

Convulfions. 

No.  232.  life  the  cold  bath. 

No.  233.  Take  a tea-fpoonful  of  ‘valerian  root  every 
evening. 

No.  234*  Half  a drachm  of  mijleto,  powdered,  every 
fix  hours. 

Coilvulliohs  in  Children* 

No.  23^.  Scrape  piony  roots  frejh  digged ; apply 
what  you  have  fcraped  to  the  foies  of  the  feet.  It  helpi 
immediixtety.  Tried. 

Convulfions  in  the  Bowels  of  Children,  ‘ 

No.  236.  Give  a child  a quarter  old,  a Jpoonful  of 
the  juice  of  pellitory  of  the  wall,  two  or  three  times  a 
day.  It  gdes  through  at  once,  hut  purges  no  ?mre. 

As  convulfions  are  not  a difeafe,  but  generally  the 
confequences  of  other  diforders  ; as  they  arife  in  all 
habits  of  body,  the  weak,  the  firong,  and  the  ple- 
thoric, being  fubjed  to  them ; it  was  neceffary  that 
Mr.  W.  fhould  have  attended  a little  to  thefe  circum-i 
ftances : but  as  convulfions  are  a very  frightful  and 
alarming  appearance,  there  are  very  few  who  will 
attend  to  his  prefcriptions,  at  leaft  they  will  not,  if 

they  are  under  the  influence  of  prudence. 

« 

A Cough, 

No.  350.  Every  dough  is  a dry  cough  at  firft.  As 
long  as  it  continues  fo,  it  may  be  cured  by  chewing  imme-^ 
diately  after  you  cough,  the  quantity  of  a pepper  corn  of 
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Petuvian  bark.  Swallow  your fpittk  as  long  as  It  is  bit- 
ter^ and  then  /pit  out  the  wood  : if  you  cough  again.,  do 
this  again.  It  very  feldom  fails  to  cure  any  dry  cough. 
I earnejlly  defire  every  one  who  has  any  regard  for  his 
health  to  try  this  within  24  hours,  after  he  firft  perceives 
a cough. 

The  bark  is  one  of  thofc  Herculean  remedies,  againft 
the  ufe  of  which  Mr.  W.  diflliades  his  readers,  and 
which  he  fays  are  too  Jlrong for  common  men  to  grapple 
with.  He  fays  alfo,  that  they  are  edged  tools  ; but 
that  the  phyficians  have  not  yet  taught  them  to  wound  at 
a diflance:  and  he  adds,  that  honef  men  are  under  no 
necefity  of  touching  them,  or  coming  within  their 
reach.  And  yet  he  recommends  this  formidable  re- 
medy to  every  perfon  affeded  with  a cough.  Is  there 
any  confiftency  in  this  ? But  he  has  long  been  diflin- 
guiflied  for  his  variablenefs  and  inconfiftency.  But 
however  contradidory  and  abfurd  his  recipes  are,  it 
is  one  confolation,  that  like  the  four  Herculean  me- 
tiicines,  honeji  men  are  under  no  necejfity  of  touching 
them,  or  coming  within  their  reach.  * 

Froni  251  to  272,  Mr.  Wefley  preferibes  many 
remedies  for  coughs,  but  they  are  unworthy  of  at- 
tention ; however,  I fliall  here  take  the  liberty  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  a cough  is  only  the  fymptom  of  an  afthma, 
catarrh,  peripneumony,  pleurifies,  &c.  and  a good 
praditioner  will  confider  what  the  difeafes  are,  which 
occafion  the  cough,  and  will  preferibe  accordingly. 

To  caufe  an  eafy  Delivery. 

No.  296.  Peel,  fice,  and  fry  a large  white  onion, 
in  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  the  heft  oil,  till  it  is  tender, 
boil  this  with  half  a glafs  of  water  ; Jlrain  it,  and  drink 
it  in  the  morning  fijling,  for  two  or  three  weeks  before 
the  time  of  child  birth. 

* Wefley’s  Preface,  p.  24. 
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Our  fagaclous  author  here  prefcribes  a Jlked  onion\ 
JirJi  fried^  and  afterwards  boiled,  to  caufe  an  eafy  de- 
livery. It  may  be  hoped  that  all  the  practitioners  in 
midwifery,  male  and  female,  in  this  kingdom,  will 
pay  due  regard  to  this  ingenious  prefcription. 

A Diabetes. 

No.  297.  Drink  wine  boiled  with  ginger,  as  much 
and  as  often  as  your  ftrength  will  bear. 

Here  is  a very  llrangc  remedy  prefcribed  for  the 
diabetes,  and  no  regard  whatever  paid  to  the  quan- 
tity of  wine  to  be  ufed,  or  the  dofes  of  ginger  to  be 
taken  ; furely,  in  preferibing  wine  and  ginger  as  a 
medicine,  the  dofe,  and  times  of  exhibition,  were 
circumftances  worthy  of  fome  little  attention. 

No.  299.  Inf  life  half  an  ounce  of  cantharides  in  a 
pound  of  elixir  of  vitriol.  Give  from  15  /o  30  drops, 
or  even  40  drops,  in  Brijiol  water,  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

As  in  this  difeafe,  the  nutritious  and  balfamic  parts 
of  the  blood  are  carried  of  by  the  kidneys,  fo  that 
great  weaknefs,  emaciation,  and  heCtic  fever  will 
come  on,  if  the  diforder  is  not  very  foon  removed; 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  perfon  affeCled  with  the 
diabetes,  will  have  recourfe  to  proper  advice,  on  its 
firft  approaches. 

Mr.  W.’s  prefcription  of  cantharides  in  this  difeafe, 
is  equally  abfurd  and  dangerous  ; and  the  writer 
hopes  no  perfon  will  be  fo  credulous  or  incautious  as 
to  make  ufe  of  it. 


The  Dropfj. 

No.  300  to  323.  Mr.  Wefley  gives  23  preferip- 
tions  lor  the  cure  of  dropfies,  and  fays  fuch  extraor- 
dinary things  of  fome  of  them,  that  it  were  to  be 
wilhed  the  faCts  had  been  better  authenticated. 

F 2 The 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Granger,  in  his  ingenious  biogra. 
cal  work,  fays  of  the  Primitive  Phyftc,  that  “ this 
book,  by  the  help  of  the  title,  hath  had  a goo.d  run 
among  the  Methodifls,  whofe  faith,  co-operating 
with  nature,  frequently  made  them  whole,  when  Mr, 
W.  had  the  credit  of  the  cure.’^ 

Drowned. 

Mr.  Wefley  recommends,  from  Dr.  Tiffot,  that 
the  trunk  of  the  body  of  a drowned  perfon,  Ihould 
be  rubbed  all  over  with  fait.  It  is  not  neceffary  to 
make  any  remarks  on  this  ^ but  I ihall  here  take  the 
liberty  to  obferve,  that  as  the  fociety  lately  eftablifh- 
cd  in  London,  for  the  recovery  of  perfons  apparent- 
ly drowned,  &c.  (an  inftitution  which  my  worthy  and 
ingenious  friend.  Dr.  Cog  an,  and  myfelf,  affifted 
by  many  refpedable  gentlemen,  have  been  happily 
inftrumental  in  introducing  into  this  kingdom)  have 
given  their  methods  of  treatment  to  the  public,  and 
which,  in  the  fpace  of  eighteen  months,  have  been  the 
happy  means  of  restoring  forty-one  persons 
TO  LIFE  ; it  may  reafonably  be  hoped,  that  thefe 
jnethods,  the  efficacy  of  which  has  been  demon- 
flrated  by  unqueflionable  fadts,  will  be  duly  at- 
in  all  cafes  of  this  nature.  Thofe  who  wiffi  for 
further  information  on  this  fubjedt,  may  meet  with 
jt  in  the  Plan  and  Reports  of  the  Society, 
printed  in  the  prcfent  year. 

On  Fevers. 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  writer  trefpaffes  on  the 
patience  of  his  readers,  by  troubling  them  with  Mr. 
W’s  abfurd  divifion  of  fevers,  and  his  very  incon- 
fiftent  remedies  for  a difeafe  that  carries  off  three 
parts  of  the  hurnan  fpecies  ; but  it  is  neceffary,  in  or- 
der to  give  them  the  more  thorough  convidlion,  that 
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the  Primitive  Phyfic  is  a publication  calculated  to  lead 
thofe  who  rely  upon  it,  to  trifle  with  their  lives,  in 
the  inoft  dangerous  and  alarming  difeafes. 

No.  402.  Toahed  bread  and  water  can  do  no  hurt 
in  a fever  ; and  it  may,  therefore,  very  fafely  be 
given,  either  in  a dry  heat^  or  a moifi  heat,  to  adopt 
the  curious  language  of  our  profound  praditioper. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  meet  with  any  quack,  even  the 
moll  afluming,  who  profe.lTes  to  cure  difeafes  with 
more  facility  than  Mr.  W.  If  his  diredions  are  fol- 
lowed, diforders,  of  the  mofl:  dangerous  Idnd,  dif- 
appear,  as  at  die  touch  of  the  magician’s  wand.  He 
cures  a burning  fever  in  an  hour.  What  were  Hip* 
pocrates  or  Galen,  compared  to  John  Wefley  ! Stamp 
(fays  he,  408)  a handful  of  leaves  of  woodbine  ; put 
fair  water  into  it,  and  ufe  it  cold,  as  a clyfer.  It 
COMMONLY  cures  in  an  hour.  A more  expeditious 
remedy  need  fcarcely  be  wiflied  for  ; much  is  it  to  be 
regretted,  that  its  efficacy  is  not  fomewhat  better  au- 
thenticated! But  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  Mr.  W’s 
faith  in  this  remedy  is  only  founded,  as  implicit  faith 
generally  is,  upon  ignorance.  He  feems  to  have  no 
idea,  that  the  burning  heat  in  a fever,  will  frequently 
abate  on  a fudden,  and  go  off  in  an  hour,  and  yet  re- 
turn again  in  a few  hours,  with  equal  violence  ; and 
what  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  a cure,  could  be 
only  a temporary  abatement ; and  even  this  is 
very  unlikely  to  be  procured  in  a burning  fever,  by 
a cold  clyfler. 

Mr.  W.  may  perhaps  imagine,  that  when  what  he 
recommends  as  remedies  are  not  manifeftly  perni- 
cious, if  he  does  no  good,  at  leafl:  he  does  no  harm. 
But  this  in  many  cafes  will  be  a mofl;  egregious  mijiake, 
and  of  this  the  prefent  prefcription  is  an  inllance.  He 
recommends  (No.  4 1 2)  thin  water-gruel,  or  boiled  milk 
and  water,  in  a heUic  fever.  As  Ample  drinks,  thefe 
can  do  no  harm:  but  thofe  who  are  led  by  their  con- 
fidence in  Mr.  W’s  opinion,  to  rely  upon  thefe  as 
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probable  remedies  for  the  cure  of  a hc£llc  fever,  may 
fuftain  an  irreparable  injury.  By  expecting  relief 
from  thofe  things  which  cannot  cure  them,  they  arc 
prevented  from  having  recourfe  to  thofe  remedies 
which,  if  they  had  been  taken  in  time,  would  have 
been  efficacious.  An  heftic  fever  is  a difeafe  that  re- 
quires judicious  and  attentive  practice,  and  which 
feldom  has  a fatal  tendency,  if  the  fick  perfon  is  not 
led  by  fuch  dablers  in  phyfic  as  Mr.  W.  to  trifle  too 
long  with  a diforder  which,  after  a certain  length  of 
time,  becomes  incurable. 

Of  all  the  difeafes  to  which  human  beings  are  fub- 
je£t,  there  is  none  which  carries  off  fo  many  as  fe- 
vers. But  Mr.  W.  is  poflefled  of  a remedy  for  them 
all,  which  is  equally  eafy  and  infallible.  Plunging  in 
cold  water,  he  fays,  (No.  413)  is  a Jafe  and  a Jure  re- 
medy in  any  fever:  and  he  even  recommends  this  in  a 
high  fever,  attended  with  a delirium  and  a vigilia, 
which  are  the  moft  dangerous  fymptoms  with  which 
a fever  can  poffibly  be  attended.  It  would  be  a happy 
circumftance  if  this  remedy  were  as  certain  and  as 
fafe  as  Mr.  W.  reprefents  it ; but  in  this  cafe  his 
mere  alfertion  is  furely  not  fufficient,  unlefs  among 
the  moft  credulous  of  his  followers ; and,  unfortu- 
nately, he  has  not  fupported  what  he  has  advanced 
by  any  fads,  or  by  any  kind  of  evidence. 

The  next  difeafe  for  the  cure  of  which  Mr.  W. 
attempts  to  preferibe,  is  an  ague,  which  he  calls  an 
intermitting  fever,  each  fie  of  which  is  preceded  by 
a cold  jhivering,  and  goes  off  in  a fweat : for  this  he 
preferibes  forty  remedies.  It  might  have  been 
prefumed  that  thefe  would  have  been  fufficient ; at 
leaft  by  a man  who  has  faid,  “ Experience  fliews 
“ that  one  thing  will  cure  moft  diforders,  at  leaft  as 
“ well  as  twenty  put  together.  Then  why  do  you 
“ add  the  other  nineteen.”  But  though  Mr.  W. 
is  offended  that  many  remedies  fhould  be  preferibed 
by  other  people,  he  hiinfelf  does  not  think  forty  fuf- 
ficient. 
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ficlent.  And  therefore  in  the  Both  page  of  his  book 
he  gives  jim  more  remedies  for  an  intermitting  fever, 
which  are  fo  different  from  thofe  he  prefcribed  for  an 
ague,  that  he  feems  not  to  have  known  that  they 
were  the  fame  difeafe,  though  he  had  faid  they  were 
in  the  firft  page  of  his  pamphlet.  But  Mr.  W.  is 
too  flrongly  charafterifed  by  inconfiftency,  for  any 
tiling  of  this  kind  to  excite  our  aftonifhment. 

A Nervous  Fever. 

No.  423.  Drink  every  night  a tea-fpoonful  of  cream 
ef  tartar,  boiled  in  half  a pint  of  milk. 

This  prefcription  is  nothing  more  than  whey,  and 
is  the  only  one  fet  down  for  the  cure  of  this  fever  f 
and  it  is  mere  trifling  with  the  patient  in  a difeafe 
which  is  occafioned  by  a great  debility  of  the  vital 
powers  ; fo  that  a crem  of  tartar  drink  cannot  poffibly 
be  of  the  leaft:  fervice,  but  will  generally  be  highly 
injurious. 

A Rafli  Fever. 

No.  424.  Drink  every  hour  a fpoonfid  of  juice  of 
ground-ivy.  It  cures  in  24  hours.  Ufe  the  decodion 
when  you  have  not  the  juice. 

In  a rafli  fever,  as  it  is  termed  by  Mr.  W.  and 
other  ignorant  people,  he  recommends  that  the  pa- 
tient Ihould  drink  ground-ivy  juice  or  decodlion. 
This  prefcription  is  equally  bold  and  unfupported  ; 
it  is  entirely  Inapplicable  to  the  difeafe,  and  none 
but  the  weak  and  credulous  will  expert  any  relief 
from  it. 

A flow  Fever. 

No.  425.  Ufe  the  cold  bath  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
daily. 

A nervous  and  flow  fever,  is  generally  allowed  by 
practitioners  to  be  one  and  the  fame  difeafe;  but  we 
mull  not  expect  the  author  of  the  Primitive  Phyfic  to 
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critertaiil  the  fame  id^as  as  the  gentlfcmen  of  the  Fa-* 
culty  ; for,  in  the  nervous  fever,  his  remedy  is  cteaml 
of  taftair  and  milk  i in  the  flow  fever,  no  internal  re- 
medy whatever  is  advifed,  but  he  recommends^  dai- 
ly, the  ufc  cf  the  cold  bath,  for  two  or  three  weeks; 
It  is  too  true,  that  the  nervous,  or  flow  fever,  is  apt 
to  continue  feveral  weeks,  arid  the  fymptoms  oftert 
become  fo  irregular,  that  it  requires  the  utmoft  at- 
tention to  prefcribe  fo  as  to  give  the  remedies  their" 
grcateft  efficacy ; bOt  Mt.  W,  with  his  ufual  indif- 
ference, indifcriminately  orders  cream  of  tartar  and 
the  cold  bath,  without  paying  the  lead  regard  to 
the  different  circumftances  of  this  difordcr,  of  which 
there  are  hardly  two  cafes  allkci 

As  the  author  did  not  fit  down,  merely  with  a 
view  to  expofe  the  errors  and  abfurdities  of  Mr.  W.’s 
performance,  but  alfo  with  a defign  to  offer  his  read-* 
ers  fuch  obfervations  as  fliould  occur  to  him,  which 
might  be  of  a beneficial  tendency,  he  will  here  take 
the  liberty  of  making  a few  general  remarks,  rela- 
tive to  Mr.  W.’s  method  of  clafling  fevers,  and  the 
mode  of  treatment  recommended  by  him,  in  fo  vio- 
lent and  dangerous  a difeafe. 

Mr.  Wefley  claffes  fevers  under  the  following 
heads : a fever ^ d burning  fever ^ an  dcute  fever,  a 
continual  fever,  a he6lic  fever,  an  intermitting  fever, 
a fever  with  pains  in  the  limbs,  a nervoUs  fever,  a rafh 
fever,  and  laftly,  a flow  fever. 

Upon  which  it  may  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  W.  has 
read  or  uhderffoOd  little  of  this  fubjeft,  to  confider 
a burning  fever,  an  acute  fever,  a continual  fever, 
and  a fever  with  pains  in  the  limbs,  as  different  kinds 
of  fevers*  My  experience  and  obfervation  have  con- 
vinced me,  that  what  are  here  fuppofed  to  be  four 
different  kinds  of  fevers,  are  one  and  the  fame  dif» 
eafe.  As  for  inffance,  with  refpefl  to  what  is  called 
z.  burning  fever  •,  is  there  not  more  or  lefs  heat,  in 
general,  in  fevers  ? And  is  it  not  abfurd,  that,  be- 
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caufe  the  fever  fliould  be  high  at  one  time,  a,nd  the 
heat  then  increafed,  that  therefore  it  fliould  be  fpo- 
ken  of  as  a peculiar  difeafe  ? 

idly,  As  to  what  is  called  an  acute  fever ; as  all 
fevers  are  univerfally  allowed  to  be  acute  difeafes, 
diere  can  be  no  ufe  or  meaning  in  this  diferiminating 
term. 

3dly,  As  to  the  phrafe  continual  fever ; are  not  all 
fevers  continual,  except  intermittents  ? And  what 
then  is  the  meaning  of  this  diftindtion  ? 

4thly,  As  to  what  is  termed  a fever  nvith  pains  in 
the  limbs  ; in  the  very  fame  fever,  are  not  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  body,  varioufly  affected  with  the  dif- 
eafe ; fometimes  pain  in  the  head,  fometimes  pain  in 
the  limbs  ? If,  then,  we  mufl;  have  a new  name  for 
every  accidental  fymptom  that  arifes,  we  might  have 
as  many  claffes  of  fevers,  as  there  are  days  in  the 
year. 

. As  to  the  rafh  fever,  Mr.  W.  does  not  inform  us 
whether  he  means  a miliary,  a fpotted,  or  a petechi- 
al fever,  but  advifes  the  patient  to  drink  the  juices  of 
ground-ivy,  a medicine  of  no  real  virtue  ; fo  that  it  is 
diredling  the  Tick  to  trifle  in  a difeafe  of  a very  daiir 
gerous  nature,  and  which  requires  the  (kill  of  a faga- 
cious  praftitioner. 

It  fhould  alfo  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  W.  has  not, 
in  the  variety  of  fevers  he  has  enumerated,  given  the 
fymptoms  of  any  one  of  them  ; fo  that  the  fick,  or 
their  friends,  are  left  to  guefs  at  what  kind  it  is,  with 
which  they  are  attacked  ; and  when  fuch  a vague 
method  of  proceeding  is  to  be  adopted,  is  it  not  ten 
to  one  that  they  miftake  the  fever,  and  thus  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient  ? 

Thofe  who  are  called  to  the  affiflance  of  }:^erfons 
afllicled  with  fevers,  ought  to  attend  carefully  to  the 
fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  tlie  difeafe.  It  is  a rule 
With  me,  in  cafes  of  this  iiature,  to  vifit  my  patients 
'■  G twice 
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twice  a day  ; and  I often  find,  that  witliln  the  com- 
pafs  of  a few  hours,  there  is  fo  great  a change  in  the 
difeafe,  that  the  plan  I had  formed  in  the  morning,  is 
abfolutely  improper  in  the  evening.  Now,  how  is  it 
poffible,  that  juftice  can  be  done  to  the  afflicted,  in  a 
dillemper  which  carries  ofl' fuch  great  numbers  of  the 
human  fpecies,  without  a knowledge  of  the  caufes, 
progrefs,  and  termination  of  difeafes.  It  is  this,  and 
this  only,  that  can  lead  to  a rational  and  confcientious 
mode  of  treatment ; and  whoever  prefcribes  in  acute 
difeafes,  when  defiitute  of  this  knowledge,  whether 
Mr.  W.  or  any  other  Quack,  will  be  in  great  danger 
of  violating  the  eighth  commandment.  Tho’  the 
mofl  judicious  praftitioner  cannot  always  cure  fe- 
vers, yet  it  is  a fortunate  circumftance  for  the  patient, 
when  he  is  fo  happy  as  to  be  attended  by  a careful 
obferver  of  nature,  and  of  the  operation  of  his  re- 
medies. 

When  perfons  are  taken  ill  with  fevers,  apothe- 
caries are  generally  fent  for  before  a phyfician,  and 
therefore  they  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
duties  of  their  profeffion.  And  when  the  apothe- 
cary is  fent  for  in  fuch  a cafe,  if  he  be  poffeifed  of 
{kill  and  integrity  (as  many,  it  is  prefumed  are, 
notwithftanding  Mr.  W’s  infinuationsj  he  "will  not 
only  confider  the  fymptons  of  the  difeafe,  but  the 
Hate  of  the  conftitution,  and  thereby  be  led  to  a 
proper  mode  of  treatment. 

Among  all  [Mr.  Wefley’s  remedies  for  fevers, 
hleedbig  is  never  once  advifed  to  lower  the  afllon  of 
the  velfels,  which  is  exceedingly  neceifary  when  the 
pulfe  is  hard,  full,  or  firong,  and  there  are  other  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  in  the  habit;  nor  does  he  once 
advife  an  emitic  or  a purgative  at  the  beginning  of  fe- 
vers, altho’  there  may  be  fymptoms  indicating  their 
their  life  in  the  ftrongefl  manner,  and  caufed  by  ob- 
noxious matters  in  the  firfl:  paffages ; the  removal 
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of  which,  early  In  the  difeafe,  will  often  caufe  the 
fever  to  terminate  in  two  or  three  days,  when  it 
would  otherwife  have  run  on  for  as  many  weeks. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  all  difeafes,  and 
thofe  of  the  acute  kind  in  particular,  fliould  be  taken 
care  of  in  the  beginning.  A difeafe  may  be  almoll 
incurable  after  It  has  continued  for  fome  days,  which 
might  have  been  eafily  cured  at  the  firll  attaek. 
When  a fever,  or  any  internal  inflammation  Is  ne- 
glected for  a day  or  two,  orfuch  improper  and  futile 
remedies  tiled  as  are  advifed  by  Mr.  W,  or  fimilar 
pretenders  to  phyfic,  the  former  will  frequently  run 
on  for  many  days,  and  the  latter  terminate  in  fuppu- 
ration  of  the  part,  and  probably  both  in  their  confe- 
quences  prove  fatal. 

Mr.  Wefley,  like  many  others  who  have  not  paid 
a due  attention  to  the  hiftory  and  progrefs  of  difeafes, 
often  preferibes  only  for fymptoms.  Thus,  he  has  his 
cold  bath  for  delirium  and  vigilia,  his  lambs-lungs  alfo 
for  delirium,  hartJJoorn  drops  for  a fever  with  pain  hi 
the  limbs,  &c.  And  this  leads  me  to  remark,  that 
I have  been  thoroughly  convinced  from  feven- 
teen  years  experience,  that  preferibing  to  par- 
ticular fymptoms,  is  a moll  dangerous  mode  of 
praftice.  There  are  fome  who  will  preferibe  for  the 
head-ach,  others  for  pains  in  the  limbs,  &c.  not  re* 
fleding  that  thefe  are  cm!y  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe 
called  a fever  ; but  becaufe  they  are  fymptoms  which 
give  pain  and  uneafmefs  to  the  fick,  they  are  particu- 
larly noticed  by  them.  But  it  fhould  be  remembered, 
that  thofe  fymptoms  which  give  no  pain,  are  the  moH 
dangerous  part  of  the  difeafe  ; fuch  as  the  appearance 
of  theeye,  which  fhews  the  (late  of  the  brain;  the pidje 
which  fliews  the  ftate  of  the  vafcular  fyftem  ; and  the 
tongue,  and  urine  which  Ihcws  the  Hate  of  the  bloodt 
and  the  fecretions.  And  when  the  fever  goes  off, 
thefe,  as  a part  of  the  difeafe,  will  naturally  go  olf 
alfo : but  remedies  which  are  preferibed  merely 
for  the  removal  of  painful  fymptoms,  are  by  no 
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mean?  the  way  to  effe£l  a radical  cure  of  the  difeafe 
termed  a fever. 

In  the  24th  page  of  his  preface,  Mr.  Wcfley  inti- 
mates, that  the  art  has  been  difcovered  of  preparing 
qiiickfilver  in  fuch  a manner,  “ as  to  make  it  the 
“ mod  deadly  of  all  poifons,’*  and  he  cautions  his 
readers  againfl  it  with  great  vehemence ; but, 
notwithflanding  this,  Mr.  W.  advifes  (No.  426)  for 
the  cure  of  a fiftula,  a folution  of  corrofive  fubli- 
inate  in  fpring-water ; and  he  fays  alfo,  under  this 
head,  that  the  fame  medicine  will,  in  forty  days,  cure 
any  canter^  or  any  running  fore,  or  king's  evil,  broken 
or  unbroken.  His  averfion  to  mercurials  has  not 
prevented  him  from  here  recommending  one  of  the 
mod  a£Hve  mercurial  preparations,  and  one  which 
requires  the  greated  fldll  to  adminider  properly  in 
'difeafes,  and  alfo  the  greated  care  with  refpefl;  to 
circumdances.  And  indeed  no  perfon  can,  with  any 
prudence  or  fafety,  take  this  aftive  medicine  under 
no  better  diredions  than  thofe  given  by  Mr.  W. 

» 

f Flegm. 

: No.  430.  To  prevent  or  cure,  take  a fpoorful  of 
warm  ’water  the  firf  thing  in  the  morning. 

Flegm.  I confefs,  that  I w'as  for  fome  time  at  a 
lofs  to  know  what  the  learned  author  meant  by  this 
word,  which  I do  not  remem.ber  ever  to  have  met 
With  before,  and  had  feaiched  many  diclionaries 
without  finding  any  fuch  term.  Neither  did  the  in- 
genious prefeription  to  prevent  or  cure  flegm  afford 
me  any  elucidation  on  this  intricate  fubjecl ; for  I 
im'agine  a fpoonful  of  warm water  to  be  as  much  a 
'panacea,  or  univerfal  remedy,  as  it  is  a fpecific  in 
'any  particuiar  diforder.  At  lad  I conjefturedy^A/i?^?;^ 
jnight  be  meant,  and  that  Mr.  W.  had  pillaged  feme 
old  m^nurcript  of  his  git.nd -mothers  for  a recipe  to 
; ■ • - • pre^ 
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prevent  or  cure  Jlcgm  ; and  that  wc  might  be  certain 
of  its  authenticity,  he  had  faithfully  copied  the  old 
lady’s  orthography. 


A Flux. 

No.  433.  UJe  the  cold  bath  daily,  and  drink  a 
draught  of  toater  from  the  fpring. 

The  cold  bath  is  recommended  for  the  cure  of  a 
flux,  which  mufl;  be  exceedingly  improper,  as  by 
fuddenly  contrafting  the  fuperficies  of  the  body,  a 
load  of  fluids  will  be  determined  to  the  interior  parts,, 
fo  that  the  quick  and  great  diftenfion  of  the  interior 
veflels  will  have  a tendency  rather  to  increafe  the  flux 
than  to  cure  it. 


A Bloody  Flux. 

No.  445.  Drink  cold  water  as  largely  as  pojfible, 
till  the fux fops. 

Mr.  W.  advifes  a perfon  affedted  with  the  bloody 
flux  to  “ drink  cold  water  but  what  is  more  ex- 
traordinary than  the  remedy^  he  recommends  that 
nothing  elfe  Ihould  be  taken  “ till  the  flux  Hops.” 
Here  a very  ineffedlual  remedy  is  prefcribed  for  a 
very  dangerous  difeafe,  and  if  the  patient  is  to  take 
nothing  elfe,  he  is  configned  over  to  certain  death, 
unlefs  the  flux  flops  of  itfelf ; for  no  reafonable  man 
can  be  of  opinion  that  it  will  ever  be  flopt  merely 
by  drinking  cold  warer.  ^ 

No.  447.  Take  a large  apple,  and  at  the  top  pick 
out  all  the  core,  and  fll  up  the  place  with  a piece  of  ho- 
Tiey-cornb  f the  honey  being  framed  out  J ; roof  the  ap- 
ple in  embers,  and  eat  it,  and  this  will  fop  the  fux 
immediately. 

Tt  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  there  was  fome  evidence 
of  the  efficacy  of  this  extraordinary  remedy  for  the 
bloody  flux;  for  till  this  is  produced,  thofe  who 
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cxpe£l  a cure  from  it  muft  be  pofleiTed  of  more  cre- 
dulity than  underfhanding. 

Mr.  W.  fays,  that  powdered  root  of  gladwin  is  jujl 
as  good  as  rhubarb  in  molt  cafes.  But  the  fuperior 
efficacy  of  rhubarb  has  been  fo  well  afcertained,  that 
this  alfertion  would  not  have  been  made  by  any  man, 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  medical  principles  of 
thefe  medicines. 

No.  454.  A perjon  was  cured  in  one  day  by  feeding 
on  '}-ice-7nilk,  and  fitting  a quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
Jhallow  tub,  having  in  it  warm  water  three  inches 
deep. 

This  rice-milk,  fliallow  tub,  and  warm  water  pre- 
feription,  is  a very  important  one  ; but  the  good 
women  who  attend  on  this  occafion  mull  take  elpe- 
cial  care,  that  the  water  is  exa6Hy  three  inches  deep, 
and  that  the  tub  is  as  fialloio  as  the  prefeription. 

To  prevent  (or  ftop  a beginning)  Gangrene. 

No.  455.  Foment  continually  with  vinegar,  in  which 
drofs  of  iron  ( either  fparks  or  clinkers ) has  been  boiled. 

As  a gangrene  is  an  incipient  mortification,  which 
if  it  once  fpreads  to  a vital  part,  generally  deftroys, 
every  honell  and  humane  practitioner  is  always 
alarmed  at  the  date  of  his  patient ; and  if  he  be  in 
indigent  circumflances  advifes  immediate  recourfe  to 
hofpital  afliftance ; if  otherwife,  calls  in  a good 
furgeon  and  phyfician,  to  flop,  if  poffible,  a difeafe 
fo  dreadful  in  its  confequences.  Mr.  W.  however, 
contents  himfelf  with  ordering  an  infignificant  ex- 
ternal application.  But  the  writer  of  this  moft  ear- 
neftly  recommends,  if  there  be  any  fufpicion  of  a 
gangrene  attacking  any  part,  that  the  bed  afliftance 
may  be  immediately  applied  for,  as  the  delay  of  half 
an  hour  may  prove  the  death  of  the  perlbn. 


Mr.  W. 


[.  55  ] 

Mr.  W.  prefcribes  no  internal  medicines  for  tlic 
removal  of  fo  ferious  a difeafe  as  a gangrene,  but  in- 
deed we  mufl:  not  wonder  that  he  does  not  order  the 
bark,  as  in  his  preface,  page  24,  he  fays  that  it  is 
one  of  the  Herculean  remedies.  Jar  too  Jirong  for 
common  men  to  grapple  with.  How  many  fatal  cffcfls 
have  ihefe  (he  includes,  antimony,  opium,  Jied  and 
quickfilver J produced  even  in  the  hands  of  no  ordinary 
phyfician. 

But  to  enable  my  readers  to  judge  properly  on  this 
fubjecl,  I lhall  take  the  liberty  of  making  a Ihort  ex- 
tract from  that  ingenious  and  Ikilful  furgeon,  Mr. 
Pott.  He  fays,  “ the  powers  and  virtues  of  the  hark 
“ are  known  to  almofi;  every  practitioner  in  phyfick 
“ and  furgery.  Among  the  many  cafes  in  which  its 
“ merit  is  particularly  and  juftly  celebrated,  are  the 
“ diftempers  called  gangrene  and  mortif  cation  ; its 
“ general  power  of  flopping  the  one  and  refifling 
“ the  other,  have  made  no  inconfiderable  addition 
“ to  the  fuccefs  of  the  chirurgic  art.”  Obfervations 
on  the  7iiortif  cations  of  the  toes  and  feet,  page  793. 

The  Gout  in  the  Foot  or  Hand. 

No.  460.  Apply  a raw  lean  beef-feak.  Change  it 
once  in  twelve  hours  till  cured. 

Inflead  of  making  any  remarks  of  my  own  upon 
this  curious  remedy,  I fliall  only  here  take  the  liberty 
of  tranfcribing  what  hath  been  faid  in  relation  to 
it  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Toplady.  “ In  Mr.  Wefley’s 
“ book  of  receipts,  entitled  Primitive  Phyfic^  he  ad- 
“ vifes  perlbns  who  have  the  gout  in  their  feet  or 
“ hands,  to  apply  raw  lean  beef  Reaks  to  the  part 
“ affected,  freflt  and  frefli  every  twelve  hours.  Some- 
“ body  recommended  this  dangerous  repellent  to 

Dr.  T.  in  the -year  1764  or  early  in  1765.  ric 
“ tried  the  experiment  5 the  gout  was,  in  confequcnce, 
‘‘  driven  up  to  his  ffomach  and  head,  and  lie  died 
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a few  days  after  at  Bath^  where  I happened  to 
fpend  a confiderable  part  of  thofe  years ; and 
“ where  at  the  very  time  of  the  Dean’s  death,  I 
“ became  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  that 
“ cataftrophe. 

“ I am  far  from  meaning  to  infmuate,  becaufe  I 
do  not  know,  that  the  perfon  v/ho  perfuaded  Dr. 
“ T.  to  this  fatal  recourfe  derived  the  recipe  imme> 
“ diately  from  Mr.  Wel*ley’s  medical  compilation. 
“ All  I aver  is,  that  the  recipe  itfelf  is  to  be  found 
“ there,  which  demonftrates  the  unflcilful  temerity, 
“ wherewith  the  compiler  fets  himfelf  up  as  a phy- 
“ fician  of  the  body.  Should  his  quack  pamphlet 
“ come  to  another  edition,  ’tis  to  be  hoped  that  the 
“ beef  Jieak  remedy  will,  after  fo  authentic  and  fo 
“ melancholy  a probatum  eft,  be  expunged  from 
“ the  lift  of  fpecifics  for  the  gout. — ’Tis,  I acknow- 
“ ledge,  an  effedlual  cure.  Cut  oft'  a man’s  head,  and 
“ he’ll  no  more  be  annoyed  by  the  tooth -ach ; 
“ Alas,  for  the  ingenium  velox,  and  for  the  aiidacia 
“ perdiia,  with  which  a rafli  empiric,  like  Juvenal’s 
Gracidus  efuriens^  lays  claim  to  univerfal  fcience ! 

“ Grammaticus,  Rhetor,  Geometres,  Pidor, 
Aliptes.” 

“ Augur,  Schcenobates,  Medicus,  Magus”  om- 
nia novi.t  * 

Mr.  Topladyalfo  obferves,  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Wefiey,  “ Aliquis  in  omnibus,  nidliis  in  [ingulis.  The 
“ man  who  concerns  hirnfelf  in  every  thing,  bids 
“ fair  not  to  make  a figure  in  any  thing.  Mr.  John 
“ Wefley  is,  precifely  this,  Aliqids  in  omnibus.  For 
is  there  a fingle  fubjed,  in  which  he  has  not  en- 
“ deavoured  to  fliine  ? — Fie  is  alfo,  as  precifely,  a 
“ Nullus  in  fingidis.  For  has  he  flior.e  in  any  one 
fubjedl  which  he  ever  attempted  to  handle  ?|” 

* Preface  to  the  Scheme  of  Chrifllan  and  Philofophical  Ne- 
ceffity,  p.  9.  • ■ 

J Scheme,  p.  9. 
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No-  478  to- 501,  Ml*.  W.  giv£S  a variety  of  ex-i 
ternal  and  internal  remedies  for  different  kinds  of 
the  hcad-ach,  upon  which  I ihall  only  obferve,  that 
as  pains  attacking  any  part  of  the  head  muff  take 
their  rife  from  fome  caufe,  fo  it  is  iinpoffible  that  any 
perfon  can  prefcribe  judicioufly,  without  confidering 
whether  it  be  a febrile,  an  inflammatory^  or  a rheu- 
matic pain  in  the  head ; or  an  affection  of  the  brain 
or  nervous  fyliem;  or  whether  the  head-ach  a^ 
rifes  from  a diforder  of  the  ftomach  or  bowels. 
Thefe  circumilances  flrould  be  duly  confidered,  be- 
fore any  one  can,  with  the  leafli  degree  of  propriety, 
attempt  to  prefcribe  remedies  for  the  various  difor- 
ders  of  the  head; 

Heaxt-Biirning. 

No.  502  to  509,  Mr.  W.  has  prefcribed  a num» 
ber  of  trifling  recipes  for  the  heart -burn-  This 

complaint  generally  takes  its  rife  from  a weak  and 
relaxed  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs,  and  therefore 
it  would  have  been  better  if  Mr.  W.  ffiippofing  him 
to  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  fubjefr)  had  pre- 
fcribed Tonics,  which  by  ftrengthening  the  ftomach, 
bid  the  faireft  for  removing  this  troublefome  com*- 
plaint. 

Hoarfenefs^ 

No.  5^5?  before  the  firt^ 

with  garlick  and  lard,  well  beaten  together,  over  night* 
The  hoarjenefs  will  be  gone  the  next  day* 

This  is  a very  extraordinary  prefcription,  but  as 
fuch  a very  extraordinary  charader  is  given  of  its 
certainty  of  fuccefs  ; it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  per-' 
fon  affeded  with  a hoarfenefs,  will  rub  the  foies  of 
his  feet,  “ with  garlick  and  lard^’  as  by  fo  doing,  a 
diforder  of  the  threat  “ will  be  gone  the  next, 
“ dav.” 

j 

Mr.  W.  has  given  fuch  a farrago  of  abfurd  re- 
medies for  the  various  difeafes  for  which  he  pretends 
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to  prcfcribc,  as  arc  enough  to  ojchauft  the  patience 
of  any  ordinary  reader  j but  my  duty  to  the  public 
obliges  me  to  proceed,  notwithftanding  the  irkfome- 
nefs  of  the  talk.  To  thofe  afflifted  with  pains  in 
the  joints,  he  advifes,  (No.  539)  that  they  fhould 
drink  a dtcoElion  of  herb-robert,  and  apply  'it  as  a 
poultice.  Now,  pains  in  the  joints  may  arife  from 
caufes  very  diflbrent,  and  yet  the  pain  which  is  only 
a fymptom  of  the  other  difeafes,  is  to  be  cured  by  a 
fingle  herb.  But  in  order  to  render  herb-robert 
the  more  certainly  efficacious,  it  is  to  be  applied  both 
internally  and  externally.  The  egregious  quackery 
of  all  this  is  too  manifell  to  need  any  further  re- 
marks. 


The  Itch. 

No.  540  to  549.  If  there  be  any  diforder  which 
Mr.  Wefley  underflands,  it  appears  to  be  the  Itch ; 
whether  this  be  the  refult  of  his  own  feelings  or  ex- 
perience, or  of  any  other  caufe,  I pretend  not 
to  determine ; but  his  remedies  for  this  cutaneous 
difeafe  are  more  judicious  than  almoll  any  other  in 
his  book. 

The  King’s-Evil. 

From  550  to  558.  Here  are  eight  remedies  for 
this  inveterate  diforder ; but  they  all  appear  fuper- 
fiuous  ; for  at  No.  426  he  has  recommended  a mer- 
curial preparation,  which  he  fays  will  cure  the  King’s- 
Evil  in  forty  days.  This  is  a very  expeditious  reme- 
4y  for  fo  llubborn  a difeafe,  fo  that  if  any  dependance 
were  to  be  placed  on  what  Mr.  W.  firfi  recommend- 
ed, there  would  be  little  occafion  to  have  recourfe  to 
any  other  prefeription. 


The 
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The  Legs  inflamed. 

No.  560.  Apply  fuller  5-earth  fpread  on  brown 
paper.  It  Jeldom  fails. 

No.  561.  Or  bruifed  turnips. 

No.  562.  Or  boiled  turnips  mixed  with  mutton  fat. 

No.  563.  Or  rub  them  with  warm  juice  of  Plantane. 

Thefe  are  external  applications  for  inflamed  legs\ 
but  perfons  fo  afflicted,  Ihould  take  care  how  they 
repel  fuch  appearances  as  external  inflammation  ; for 
in  acute  difeafes  it  is  often  a very  happy  termination 
or  crifis  of  a very  long  and  dangerous  fever,  &c.  and 
in  chronic  diforders  it  will  be  at  all  times  advifeable 
to  mend  the  habit  of  body,  before  an  attempt  be 
made  to  remove  this  inflammatory  fymptom. 

Legs  fore,  and  nmning. 

No.  564.  Wafh  them  in  brandy,  and  apply  elder 
leaves,  changing  them  twice  a day-.  This  will  dry 
up  all  the  fores,  though  the  legs  were  like  honey-combs. 
Tried. 

No.  565.  Poultice  them  with  rotten  apples.  Tried. 

If  it  were  to  be  admitted  that  thefe  tried  remedies 
had  all  the  efficacy  in  them  that  Mr.  W.  attributes 
to  them,  yet  they  fflould  not  be  ufed  but  with  great 
caution.  For  it  is  an  eftablilhed  law  in  the  human 
body,  that  when  any  difcharge,  from  whatever  caufe, 
has  continued  any  length  of  time,  it  then  becomes 
habitual  to  the  confitidion  ; and  therefore  any  aflrin- 
gent  or  repellent,  which  will  caufe  a hidden  check  of 
the  humors,  will  often  be  attended  with  the  worfl, 
confequences  to  the  general  health ; fo  that  it  is 
hardly  ever  fafe  to  dry  up  fuddenly  a confiderable  flux 
of  humours  determined  to  any  part,  unlefs  the  habit 
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be  mended  by  an  alterative  courfe,  or  an  artificial 
out-let  be  made  by  an  iffue  or  feton,  to  unload  the 
conflitution,  upoa  the  drying  up  or  eyre  pf  fuch  ruiii 
ning  fores. 

The  Lethargy. 

From  575  to  578.  Mr,  Wefley  gives  feveral  pre? 
feriptions  for  the  cure  of  the  lethargy,  and  among  the 
reft  he  orders  white  hellebore  to  be  Jnuft  up  the  nofe. 
This  may  prove  a very  dangerous  remedy,  as  the 
lethargy  is  generally  owing  to  an  over-fulnefs  of  the 
blood-veffels,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the  head  : 
now,  any  errhine,  and  efpecially  one  fo  powerful 
as  hellebore,  might,  by  its  fudden  and  violent  fti- 
mulus,  caufe  an  inftant  rupture  of  the  veffels  of  the 
brain,  and  an  apoplexy  be  the  unhappy  confequence. 
The  lethargy  is  a complaint  owing  to  ?m  internal 
caufe,  and  ought  to  be  very  ferioufly  attended  to, 
as  it  is  often  the  forerunner  of  difeafes  of  the  moft 
dangerous  nature,  fuch  as  apoplexy,  palfy,  &c. 

No.  584  to  600,  As  Mr.  W.  is  a univerfal  prac- 
titioner, he  preferibes  for  lunacy^  raging  madnefs^ 
and  the  bite  of  a ?nad  dog,  as  well  as  for  other  dif- 
eafes ; but  unlefs  the  friends  and  relations  of  the 
unhappy  perfons  fo  afflifted,  are  as  mad  as  the 
! patients,  they  will  apply  for  proper  advice  and  af- 
Jiftance,  inftead  of  relying  on  the  modes  of  cure  re-, 
commended  by  the  author  of  Primitive  Phyfic. 

The  Meafles. 

No.  601.  Drink  only  thin  waier-gruel,  or  milk  and 
water,  ike  more  the  better  ; or  toajl  and  water. 

No.  602.  If  the  cough  be  very  troublefome,  take  fre- 
quently  a fpoonful  of  ba'^ley-water,  fweetened  with  oil  of 
fweet  almonds,  newly  drazen,  mixi  with  fyrup  of  mai- 
denhair. 
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Irbc  prefcriptions  are  only  fultable  drinks^  mth  ^ 
fiftle  ©if  and  fyrup  to  palliiate  the  coTirgh ; but  Mr.  W, 
does  not  inform  his  readers  that  this  infeftio-us  difeafe 
is  al'Ways  attended  -ft  ith  confiderable  inflammation  of 
the  bread,  and  that  the  lancet  is  frequently  to  be 
ufed  to  remove  the  inflammatory  afl'eftron  of  the 
lungs,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  future  bad  confc- 
qucnces  of  the  meaftes.  Nor  does  our  author  recom- 
mend any  kind  of  phyfic  to  be  given  at  the  going  od* 
of  the  difeafe;  though  clearing  the  conflitution  of 
the  remaining  morbillous  matter,  is  a circumflance 
pf  the  utmoft  importance  with  regard  to  the  general- 
health.  This  difeafe,  if  it  be  attended  to  by  a judi- 
cious praftitioner,  rrever  turns  out  ill,  either  during 
its  continuance  or  afterwards  ; but  if  proper  pre- 
cautions are  not  ufed  during  the  inflammatory  ftate 
of  the  difeafe,  it  generally  fettles  upon  the  lungs  ; 
and  thus,  through  negledl  and  inattention,  vafl: 
numbers  of  children  are  carried  off"  by  the  meafles 
every  year.  No  perfon  ought  then  to  flight  the 
cough  or  other  remaining  fymptoms  of  this  diforder, 
although  the  patient  fliould  have  been  freed  from  the 
difeafe  for  a confiderable  time ; as  thefe  are  the  warn- 
ings of  the  impending  danger.' 

From  604  to  612,  are  a great  variety  of  remedies 
advifed  for  menfes  objiruded,  but  no  attention  is  paid 
to  the  age  or  the  conflitution  ; fo  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  the  fair  fex  will  pay  little  attention  in 
this  cafe  to  the  recipes  contained  in  the  Primitive 
Phyfic \ as  if  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  Mr.  W.’s fe- 
male auditory  have  confulted  him  much  in  this  com- 
plaint. And  if  it  be  injudicioufly  preferibed  for,  it 
may  lay  the  foundation  for  a future  ill  ftate  of  health, 
and  for  diforders  which  never  can  be  removed. 

Mr.  W.  has  alfo  from  612  fo  620  fundry  prefcrip- 
tions for  nimii.  I confefs  myfelf  fomewhat  af 

a lofs  to  know  whaC  were  the  realbns  for  ufmg  the' 
word  nimii.  The  word  menfes  is,  I believe,  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  undcrftood  ; but  how  the  good  women  in  the 
country  are  to  comprehend  the  other  word,  I know 
not.  They  may  indeed  apply  to  the  parfon  of  the 
parifh  ; but  fhould  their  delicacy  prevent  this,  or  the 
parfon  not  happen  to  be  in  the  way,  they  may  flow 
on  for  the  next  month,  before  the  female  patient 
may  know  what  thefe  excellent  recipes  are  good  for. 
However  the  complaint  referred  to,  ought  not  to  be 
trifled  with,  but  a due  regard  ought  to  be  paid  to 
age,  conflitution  and  other  circumflances,  to  pre- 
vent the  bad  confequences  refulting  from  the  dif- 
order. 

Old  Age, 

No.  629.  Take  tar^water  morning  and  evening. 
Tried. 

No.  630.  Or,  decoBion  of  nettles;  either  of  thefe 
•will  probably  renew  the  frength for  fomc years. 

No.  630.  Or,  be  eledlrified  daily. 

Mr.  Wefley,  who  is  a mofl  incomparable  prac- 
titioner, has  remedies  for  a difeafe,  of  all  others  the 
mod  inveterate,  viz.  old  age.  Tar-water  is  a tried 
remedy  ; or  if  that  tried  prefeription  fliould  be  found 
not  fufflciently  efficacious,  decodlion  of  nettles  ; and 
“ either  of  thefe,”  he  fays,  “ will  probably  renew 
the  flrength  for  fome  years.”  Or  if  the  patient  flill 
feels  old  age  an  in  conquerable  diforder,  he  recom- 
mends being  eledlrified  daily.  This  hint  is  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Priestly  ; as  when 
the  arcana  of  eleftricity  are  compleatly  laid  open,  an 
electrical  fhock  judicioufly  adminiftered,  and  re- 
peated with  fufficient  frequency,  might  peradventure 
extend  a man’s  life  to  a thoufand  years  ; or  if  it 
were  only  fve  hundred,  it  might  be  as  advanta- 
geous to  the  public  as  Dr.  Priestly’s  difeoveries  re- 
specting fixed  air  j though  thefe  have  juftly  intitled 
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this  gentleman  to  that  applaufe  which  he  liath  uni- 
verfally  received  in  the  philofophic  world. 

No.  652  to  664.  Thefe  are  external  applications 
for  the  cure  of  the  piles ; but  they  deferve  little  re- 
gard. This  is  one  of  thofe  diforders,  which  though 
very  painful,  generally  tend  to  do  great  good  to  the 
conftitution  ; for  when  a perfon  is  of  a languineous 
or  melancholic  temperament,  or  his  veffels  ad: 
very  flrongly,  this  is  the  mofl:  happy  determination 
that  nature  can  take  ; and  although  the  piles  may  re- 
turn feveral  times,  and  no  evacuation  of  blood  be 
occafioned,  yet  the  ftimulus  is  tending  that  way  ; 
and-  if  the  pain  and  uneafmefs  fhould  be  removed  by 
repellents  or  aflringents,  it  will  often  be  at  the  hazard 
of  the  life  of  the  patient.  I have  been  a melancholy 
eye-witnefs  of  the  truth  of  this  aflertion,  in  two  or 
three  cafes  in  my  own  pradice,  where  perfons,  from 
the  uneafmefs  they  fulfered,  have  (contrary  to  my  ad-  ' 
vice)  ralhly  applied  fome  aftringent,  which  has  fud- 
^ denly  removed  the  piles,  and  made  a very  flight  and 
falutary  complaint  terminate  in  an  apoplexy. 

The  Pleurify. 

No.  675.  Apply  to  the  fide  onions  roafed  in  embers 
mixed  witii  cream. 

No.  676.  Take  half  a dram  of  foot. 

No.  677.  Take  out  the  core  of  an  apple,  fill  it  with 
white  frankmcenfe  : fop  it  clofc  with  the  piece  you  cut 
out,  and  roafi  it  in  ajhes.  Majh  and  eat  it. 

No.  678.  A glafs  of  tar-water,  warm,  every  half 
hour. 

No.  679.  Decotlion  of  nettles ; and  apply  the  boiled 
herb  hot  as  a poultice.  I never  knew  it  fail. 

No.  680.  Boiled  fennel,  or  camomile  fowers.  * 


Soot 
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Soot  ami  tar-water  are  the  only  internal  rcaiedicf 
advifed  by  Mr.  W.  for  the  cure  of  the  pleurify,  ex- 
cept hh  frankincenfed  apple’,  he.  has  indeed  fcveral 
prefcriptions  as  external  applications  to  the  hde.  In 
alrnoft  every  fefHon  the  author  of  tlie  Primitive  Phy* 
he  proves  to  a demonftration  his  ignorance  of  the 
animal  ceconomy,  and  even  of  die  firll  principles  of 
medical  knowledge  ; but  in  no  one  more  than  the 
prefent ; as  he  undoubtedly  means  that  his  recipes 
Ihould  be  employed  for  the  cju'e  of  die  inflammatory 
pleurify.  Mr.  W.  appears  to  have  hardly  any  idea 
of  any  thing  in  medicine,  but  removing  pain,  not 
confidering  that  the  pain  in  the  fide, in  this  cafe,  is  Oiiie 
cd'  the  fymptoms  of  an  inflammation  of  the  pleura  \ 
and  if  the  lancet  is  not  freely  ufed  the  firll  two  or 
three  days  of  the  difeafe,  it  will  .terminate  in  an  in- 
ternal abfeefs,  which  formation  of  matter  in  the 
bread  will  moll  commonly  kill  the  patient.  Mr.  Wi 
in  a note  defines  a pleurify  to  be  a Jever  attended  with 
a violent  pain  in  the  fide,  and  a pulfe  remakarbly  hard. 
But  is  it  not  extraordinary  that  he  Ihould  give  fuch  a 
definition  of  the  difeafe,  and  not  order  bleedings 
which  is  a certain  method  of  removing  the  hard 
pulfe,  as  well  as  the  other  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion ? But  inllead  of  advifing  evacuation  in  an  in- 
flammatory difeafe,  the  author  of  tlie  Primitive 
Phyfic  preferibes  foot,  tar-water,  and  frankincevfe. 

To  one  poifoned. 

No.  683.  Give  one  or  tivo  drachms  of  difiiUed  wr* 
digris,  it  vomits  in  an  infant. 

Mr.  Wefley  direfls,  that  to  one  poifoned,  fliould 
be  given  one  or  two  drachms  of  difilled  verdigris- 
This  deftru£live  prefeription  was  jufliy  animadverted 
upon  by  a fenfible  writer,  who  figned  liiinfelf  Anti- 
dote, in  the  Gazetteer  of  Dec.  25,  1775,  and  it  was 

this 


this  gentleman’s  obfervations  which  fivfl  led  me  to 
perufe  Mr.  W.’s  Primitive  Phyfic  ; and  which  ac- 
cordingly gave  rife  to  thefe  remarks  upon  that  pub- 
lication. In  the  letter  referred  to,  Antidote  fays. 
Every  one  who  has  the  lead  acquaintance  with  the 
powers  of  medicine,  will,  I believe,  be  equally 
“ itartled  with  myfelf  at  reading  fuch  a prefcription. 
‘‘  I could  fcarce  believe  my  eye-fight  for  fome  time, 
“ nor  can  at  prefent  by  any  means  account  for  the 
“ ignorance  and  prefuinption  of  a man  who  deals 
“ out  as  an  antidote,  one  of  the  mod  adlive  poifons 
“ in  nature,  in  fuch  an  enormous  dofe,  and  this 
“ in  fuch  an  undetermined  quantity,  as  if  the  exa£t 
“ dofe  were  immaterial.”  And  Antidote  further 
obferves,  addreding  himfelf  to  Mr.  W.  “ it  is  very 
probable  that  your  dofe  of  two  drams  would  ef- 
fedtiy  poifon  20  or  30  people,  or  operate  very  fen- 
“ fibly  on  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  one  of 
‘‘  your  larged  congregations.” 

Two  drams  of  verdigris  are  indeed  fufficient  to 
poifon  forty  or  fifty  people,  and  that  fuch  a diredlion 
fhould  have  been  given  in  a book  intended  for  ge- 
neral ufe,  and  which  has  paded  through  many  edi- 
tions, is  a mod  alarming  confideration,  and  ought 
to  have  given  Mr.  W.  the  greated  concern.  But  in 
anfwer  to  this  charge  he  publifhed  the  following  let- 
ter in  the  Gazetteer  of  January  i,  1776. 

To  the  PRINTER  of  the  GAZETTEER. 

Dec.  28,  1775. 

“ Between  twenty  and  thirty  editions  of  the  Pri- 
mitive  Phyfic,  or,  A Rational  and  eafy  Method  of 
“ curing  mod  Difeafes,  have  been  publidied  cither 
“ in  England  or  Ireland.  In  one  or  more  of  thefe 
“ editions  dand  thefe  words.  “ Give  one  or  two 
drachms  of  verdigris.”  1 thank  the  gentleman 
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who  takes  notice  of  this,  though  he  might  have 
“ done  it  in  a more  obliging  manner. 

“ Could  he  poffibly  have  been  ignorant  Thad  he 
“ not  been  willingly  fo)  that  this  is  a mere  blunder 
“ of  the  printer  ? that  I wrote  grains  not  drachms  ? 

“ However,  it  is  highly  proper  to  advertife  the 
“ public  of  this ; and  I beg  every  one  that  has  the 
“ book,  would  take  the  trouble  of  altering  that 

word  with  his  pen. 

“ Your’s,  &c. 

“ J.  W E S L E Y.” 

Mr.  W.  above  fays,  that  this  dangerous  error 
ftands  in  one  or  more  of  the  twenty  or  thirty  editions  of 
the  Primitive  Phy/tc,  which  have  been  publifhed  either 
in  England  or  Ireland.  But  this  appears  to  be  a moft 
artful  evafion  ; for  this  error  is  in  the  ffth,  the  eighth, 
and  the  fixteenth  editions ; and  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  has  palled  through  every 
edition  ; for  though  Mr.  W.  has  been  publicly  called 
upon  to  point  out  the  edition  in  which  there  was  not 
this  error,  he  has  not  been  able  to  point  out  any 
one.  He  has  indeed,  with  a jefuitifm  truly  charac- 
terillic  of  himfelf,  infmuated,  though  not  afferted, 
in  a letter  inferted  by  him  in  the  Gazetteer  of  Jan. 
31,  that  this,  moll  dangerous  and  fatal  blunder  was, 
referred  to  in  the  errata : but  this  infmuation  ap- ' 
pears  to  be  totally  without  ground,  for  I could  never 
meet  with  fuch  a correftion  in  any  edition,  and  if  it 
had  ever  been  difeovered  before,  it  mull  have  been 
the  moll  culpable  and  lhamelefs  negligence,  to  have 
fulfered  fo  fatal  a prefeription  to  Hand  in  the  laft  edi- 
tion. 

In  Mr.  Welley’s  firll  letter,  as  given  above,  he 
alks,  “ Could  he  (^Antidote')  poffibly  have  been  igno- 
“ rant,  (had  he  not  been  willingly  fo)  that  this  is  a 
“ mere  blunder  of  the  printer  ? That  I wrote 

grains. 
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grains,  not  drams  This  is,  perhaps,  the  firft 
time  that  ever  any  author  had  the  modefty  to  cenfuro 
his  opponent,  for  not  taking  it  for  granted  that  he 
wrote  right,  when  he  was  convicted  of  having  writ- 
ten wrong.  But  as  Fly-Flap,  another  writer  in  the 
Gazetteer,  juftly  obferves,  “ The  weak  attempt  to 
“ throw  the  blame  upon  the  Printer,  is  as  uncandid 
“ as  it  appears  improbable:’^  For,  “ the  words, 
‘‘  drams  and  grains,  are  fo  unlike,  that  it  is  almoft 
impoflible  to  miftake  the  one  for  the  other.” 

It  might  have  been  expefled,  that  Mr.  Wefley, 
when  he  had  difcovered  fo  dangerours  a prefcripton 
in  his  book,  (a  prefcripton  which  might  be  of  fuch 
fatal  tendency)  would  have  been  exceedingly  alarm- 
ed ; and  even,  if  he  had  been  really  deftitute  of  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  that  he  would,  however,  have 
pretended  fome  concern,  left  the  blunder  fhould 
have  been  produflive  of  fome  mifchief.  But  fo  far 
from  exprelTing  grief,  he  appears  to  rejoice  in  the 
hope,  that  the  fale  of  his  pamphlet  would  be  en- 
creafed  by  the  attacks  upon  him,  on  this  occafion. 

In  his  letter  in  the  Gazetteer,  Jan.  3 1 , he  fays,  “ In. 
“ one  refpecf,  I am  much  obliged  to  the  Gentlemen, 
“ (or  Gentleman)  who  fpends  fo  much  time  upon  the 
“ Primitive  Phyjic ; and  would  humbly  intreat  them 
“ to  fay  fomething  about  it,  (no  matter  what)  in  half 
“ a dozen  more  of  your  papers.  If  nothing  w^as 
faid  about  it,  moft  people  might  be  ignorairt  that 
“ there  w’as  any  fuch  traft  in  the  world.  But  their 
“ mentioning  it,  makes  more  enquire  concerning 
“ it,  and  fo  difperfes  it  moi'e  and  more'' — Aftonifh- 
ing  effrontery  and  infen fibility  ! 

If  Mr.  Wefley  had  confidered  the  lives  of  his 
fellow-creatures,  as  an  obje6t  of  much  concern,  the 
leaft  he  could  have  done,  it  might  reafonably  be  pre- 
fumed, would  have  been  to  have  cancelled  the  leaf 
w'hercin  this  dangerous  blunder  v/as,  and  to  have 
caufed  another  to  have  been  printed,  and  inferted  in 
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the  unfold  books.  But  he  has  done  nothing  like 
this  ; he  has  only  advertifed  the  error  in  one  paper  j 
at  lead  I have  feen  it  in  no  more.  Since  he  has 
been  attacked  on  this  fubjeft,  I have  caufed  one  to 
be  bought  in  Faternofter-Row,  which  had  in  it 
this  dangerous  prefcriptlon,  not  even  altered  with 
the  pen.  I have,  indeed,  hnce  fent  for  one  to  the 
Foundery,  wherein  the  blunder  was  flightly  corredted 
with  the  pen : but  was  this  all  that  ought  to  have 
been  done  by  Mr.  W.  as  a man  of  humanity,  or 
can  his  negligence,  in  this  refpect,  be  judged  confif- 
tant  with  any  due  regard  to  the  lives  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  ? Indeed,  it  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that 
when  the  unexpefted  fuccefs  of  the  Primitive  Fhyjic, 
had  caufed  Mr.  Wefley,  as  he  fays,  carefully  to  revije 
the  whole,  atid  to  puhlijh  it  again,  with  alterations^  fo 
enormous  a blunder  Ihould  have  paffed  through  all 
the  editions ; for  this  appears  to  have  been  in  fa£l  the 
cafe.  But  the  truth  probably  was,  that  Mr.  W.’s  ig- 
norance firft  occafioned  this  dangerous  prefcripton, 
and  the  fame  ignorance  continuing,  prevented  it  from 
being  corrected  In  any  of  the  editions.  This  how- 
ever, fliews  how  little  Mr.  W.’s  judgment  is  to  be  de- 
pended on;  andthe  littieconcern  he  expreifes  for  lead- 
ing his  readers  into  an  error,  which  to  fome  may  have 
proved  fo  fatal,  is  a ftrong  evidence  of  his  infenfibility. 
And  when  we  confider  the  very  extenfive  fale  of  his 
book,  the  credulity  of  his  followers,  and  the  ex- 
treme ignorance  which  is  manifellcd  in  many  of  his 
prefcriptions,  may  we  not  fay  nearly  in  his  own 
words.  How  many  incon^ceniencies  7niiji  this  have  oc- 
cafioned! Hozu  Jiiany  conjiituiions  may  hereby  have 
been  rubied!  Hozu  many  valuable  lives  have  been- 
lojl!* 

The  Qulnfey.' 

No.  697.  Apply  a large  white  bread  toaf  , half  an' 
inch  thick^  dipt  in  brandy  to  the  crozvn  of  the  head,  till 
it  dries, 


^ Wefiey’s  Preface,  p.  sxvii. 
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I am  fatisfied  from  experience,  that  exciting  an; 
inflammation  upon  the  fkin,  near  the  part  aifeded, 
has  done  much  good  ; and  even  this  prefcripton  of 
ioafi  and  brandy^  might,  perhaps,  have  been  ufefully 
employed  as  a poultice  to  the  outfide  of  the  throat ; 
but  if  applied  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  though  it  be 
repeated  till  doomfday,  it  cannot  be  of  the  fmallefl; 
advantage. 

A Quinfey  of  the  Breaft. 

702.  Take  eight  or  ten  drops  of  laudanum  lying  down 
in  bed. 

The  learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  Heberden,  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  the  Medical  Tranfadions,  among 
many  other  very  valuable  obfervations,  treats  of  a 
new  diforder  of  the  bread,  which  he  calls  Angina 
Fedoris.  I fhall  here  take  the  liberty  to  quote  fome 
of  the  Dr.’s  judicious  remarks  upon  this  fubjed,  and 
the  rather  as  the  work,  from  which  they  are  ex- 
traded,  is  known  to  but  few  readers,  except  the 
faculty.  , 

Page  59.  “ Thofe  who  are  afBided  with  it,  are 
“ feized,  while  they  are  walking,  and  more  particu- 
“ larly  when  they  walk  foon  after  eating,  with  a pain- 
“ ful,  and  mod  difagreeable  fenfation  in  the  bread, 
“ which  feems  as  if  it  would  take  their  life  away,  if 
“ it  were  to  continue  or  increafe  : the  moment  they 
“ dand  dill,  all  this  imeafmefs  vaniflies.  In  all  o- 
“ ther  refpeds,  the  patients  are  at  the  beginning  of 
“ this  diforder,  perfedly  well,  and  in  particular,  have 
“ no  diortnefs  of  breath,  from  which  it  is  totally 
“ different.” 

“ When  a dt  of  this  fort  comes  on  by  walking, 

“ its  duration  is  very  Ihort,  as  it  goes  ofl'  almod  im- 
“ mediately  upon  dopping.  If  it  come  on  in  the 
night,  it  will  lad  an  hour  or  two  j and  I have  met, 
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“ with  one,  in  whom  it  once  continued  for  feveral 
“ days,  during  all  which  time  the  patient  feemed  to 
“ be.  in  imminent  danger  of  death. 

“ The  pulfe  is,  at  lead  fometimes,  not  difturbed 
“ by  this  pain,  and  confequently  the  heart  is  not 
“ affefted  by  it ; which  I have  had  an  opportunity 
“ of  knowing  by  feeling  the  pulfe  during  the  pa- 
“ roxyfm.” 

Page  66.  “ Bleeding,  vomits,  and  other  eva- 

“ cuations,  have  not  appeared  to  me  to  do  any 
“ good.  Wine  or  cordials  taken  at  going  to  bed, 
“ will  prevent  or  weaken  the  night  fits ; but  nothing 
“ does  this  fo  effedlually  as  opiates.  Ten,  fifteen, 
“ or  twenty  drops  of  tinftura  thebaica  taken  at 
“ lying  down,  will  enable  thofe  to  keep  their  beds 
“ till  morning,  who  had  been  forced  to  rife,  and 
“ fit  up  two  or  three  hours  every  night,  fot  many 
“ months.  Such  a quantity,  or  a greater,  might 
“ fafely  be  continued  as  long  as  it  is  required : and 
“ this  relief  afforded  by  opium  may  be  added  to  the 
“ arguments,  which  prove  thefe  fits  to  be  of  a con- 
“ vulfive.  kind.’* 

Mr.  Wefl'ey,  in  many  parts  of  his  Primitive  Phyfic, 
proves  himfelf  an  adept  in  plagiarifin  ; and  many 
authors,  there  is  no  doubt,  from  whom  he  has 
borrowed,  would  do  him  no  credit,  had  he  mentioned 
their  names  ; but  to  have  afted  like  a man  of  can- 
dour, he  fliould  have  informed  the  public,  that 
the  difeovery  of  this  new  diforder,  as  well  as  the  mode 
of  treatment,  was  made  by  Dr.  Heberden,  to  whom 
the  honour  of  it  ought  certainly  to  have  been  attri- 
buted. I think  I cannot  conclude  this  fubjedt  better 
than  by  giving  the  Dr.’s  own  words  relating  to  this 
difeafe. — 

Page  67,  “ Time  and  attention  wall  undoubtedly 
“ dil'eover  more  helps  againfl:  tliis  teizing  and 
“ dangproLis  ailment  j but  it  is  not  to  be  expelled, 
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“ that  much  can  have  been  done  towards  eflabllrti- 
“ ing  the  method  of  cure  for  a dlftemper  hitherto  fo 
“ unnoticed,  that  it  has  not  yet,  as  far  as  I know, 
“ found  a place,  or  a name  in  the  hidory  of  dif- 
“ eafes.” 

The  Rheumatlfm. 

No.  703  to  715.  Here  are  twelve  remedies  pre- 
feribed  for  the  cure  of  this  diforder  ; but  moft  of  them 
are  fo  extremely  infignificant  that  they  deferve  no 
attention,  and  the  only  one  that  feems  likely  to  have 
any  adion  would  in  all  probability  prove  highly  in- 
jurious. 

The  rheumatifm  has  been  commonly  divided  into 
two  difeafes,  viz.  the  rheumatic  fever  and  the  chro- 
nic rheumatifm.  The  acute  rheumatifm,  or  rheu- 
metic  fever,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  generally  at- 
tacks young  men,  and  thofe  who  are  naturally  of  a 
good  conftitution.  It  is  generally  attended  at  the 
beginning,  with  a hard,  ftrong,  full  pulfe,  and  other 
fymptoms  of  general  inflammation  in  the  habit ; at 
the  firfl;  attack  of  this  difeafe,  copious  and  re- 
peated bleeding  can  be  the  only  ufeful  remedy,  which 
if  negleded  for  two  or  three  days,  or  guiaciiin  (in 
fubftance,  or  the  volatile  tindure)  or  Mr.  W.’s  re- 
cipe, No.  708,  Steep  feven  cloves  of  garlick  in  half  a 
pint  of  wfjiie  wine,  drink  it  tying  down ; the  heart,  and 
arterial  fyftem  would  be  ftimulated-to  fo  great  a de- 
gree, as  to  transfer  the  difeafe  to  the  brain,  or  fome 
other  vital  part,  which  often  in  a few  hours  proves  fatal. 
And  the  writer,  with  the  greateft  concern,  declares, 
that  he  is  throughly  convinced,  many  lives  have  been 
loft  by  the  common  mode  of  preferibing  guiacum, 
and  other  heating  remedies,  at  the  beginning  of  rheu- 
matic complaints. 

No.  733  to  741.  Are  a variety  of  ftrange  re- 
medies advifcd  for  the  cure  of  the  fciatica.  One  of 
thofe  curious  prefcriptoms  is,  a mud  made  of  powder  • 
ed  pitcoal,  and  warm  water.  But  this  mud  v/ill  not 
©nly  cure  the  fciatica,  but  Mr.  W.  informs  us,  that  it 

alfo 
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alfo  cures  palfies,  weaknefs^  iveaknefs  of  the  Ibnbs, 
moft  diforders  of  the  legs,  and  pLuellings  and  fiffnefs  of 
joints.  And  alfo  that  it  cured  a fwelling  of  the  elbozu 
joint,  though  accompanied  zvitb  a fijiula,  arifing  from 
a caries  of  the  bone.  How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted, 
that  this  mud  is  not  better  known,  as  it  is  fo  admirable 
a cure  for  fo  many  incurable  difeafes  ! Incredulous 
people,  indeed,  doubt  the  reality  of  thefe  cures ; but 
we  have  Mr.  W’s  authority  in  their  favour,  and  this 

will  furely  fatisfy  all except  thofe  obflinate 

people  who  require  proof  and  evidence  inftead  of 
alfertion. 


A Sore  Mouth. 

No.  777.  Apply  the  white  of  an  egg  beat  up  with 
loaf  fugar. 

No.  778.  Ga7gle  zoith  the  juice,  of  cinquefoil. 

No.  779.  Beat  together  a pound  of  treacle,  three 
yolks  of  eggs,  an  ounce  of  bole  armoniac,  and  a nutmeg 
of  allum  a quarter  of  an  hour.  Apply  this  to  the  fore 
part,  or  to  an  aching  tooth.  Tried. 

i Mr.  Wefley  has  here  recommended  feveral  topical 
applications,  but  he  did  not  confider,  or  probably 
was  ignorant,  that  fores  in  the  mouth,  &c.  frequently 
arife  from  internal  caufes,  and  unlefs  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  made  better,  fuch  fores  will  feldom  heal ; or, 
if  they  fhould,  the  difeafe  will  frequently  fix  upon 
fome  more  internal  part,  and  be  much  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  original  complaint. 

The  Strangury, 

No.  840.  Ufe  the  cold  bath. 

The  utility  of  the  cold  bath  in  the  flrangury  is  by 
no  means  apparent,  it  being  a diforder  of  the  urina- 
ry paflages,  which  may  arife  from  a great  variety  of 
caufes,  that  bathing  feems  very  little  adapted  to  cure. 

A Sur- 
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A Surfeit. 

No.  846.  Take  about  a nviineg  of  the  green  tops  of 
wormwood. 

A furfeit  is  a diforder  which  arifes  from  various 
caufes,  and  requires  the  attention  of  an  able  pradli- 
tioner ; but  from  whatever  caufe  it  may  proceed,  it 
is  not  very  likely  to  be  removed  by  the  tops  of  green  ' 
wormwood. 


To  flop  profufe  Sweating. 

No.  847.  Drink  largely  of  cold  water. 

Drinking  largely  of  cold  water  has  by  fome  perfons 
been  recommended,  and  particularly  in  fevers,  to  oc- 
cafion  fweafmg,  and  may  fometimes  have  been  advan- 
tageous ; but  Mr.  W.  it  is  apprehended,  is  the  firfl 
who  ever  advifed  this  remedy  to  fop  profufe  fweating. 
But  as  he  is  a very  uncommon  pradioner,  he  maybe 
confidered  as  having  the  better  right  to  preferibe  un- 
common modes  of  treatment. 

Swelled  Legs. 

No.  851.  Bathe  them  every  morning  in  cold  water, 
and  take  an  eafy  purge  twice  a week. 

No.  852.  Take  wormwood,  fouthernwood,  and  rue; 
ft  amp  them  together,  and  fry  them  in  honey  till  they  grow 
dry  : Then  apply  them  as  hot  as  you  can  bear. 

Mr.  Wefley  does  not  confider  that  fwelled  legs  are 
only  one  of  the  fymptoms  of  fome  other  difeafe,  as 
the  tumour  may  be  a fymptom  of  inflammation,  fe- 
ver, rheumatifm,  &c.  Now  in  all  thefe  diforders  the 
above  preferiptions  may  prove  extremely  injurious, 
and  even  in  fome  cafes  defl;ru£live  to  the  patient. 

A Swelled  Throat. 

No.  853.  Gargle  with  decoflion  of  nettles, 
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No.  854.  Or  of  primrofe  leaves^ 

As  fwelling  in  the  throat  is  generally  only  a fymptorr^ 
of  an  inflammation,  or  fome  other  affection  attacking 
the  throat,  what  Mr.  W.  has  recommended  can  be 
produftive  of  no  good  to  the  patient.  But  the  au- 
thor of  Primitive  Phyfic  has  given  many  proofs  of 
the  mifchiel  that  may  accrue  to  the  fick,  from  thofe 
who  prefcribe  remedies  for  difeafes,  with  the  nature  of 
which  they  are  unacquainted.  Thus  in  p.  1 1 5 of  his 
work  he  has  prefcribed  for  the  quinfey ; p.  127  for 
a fore  throat ; and  npw  }ie  has  a feparate  fedion  for 
a fwelled  throat ; though  thefe  are  only  fymptoms  of 
one  and  the  fame  difeafe. 

To  faffen  the  Teeth^ 

To  clean  the  Teeth, 

To  prevent  the  Tooth-ach, 

To  cure  the  Tooth-ach. 

Mr.  W.  has  prefcribed  only  twenty-two  remedies 
for  the  teeth  ; fome  of  which  are  to  faftJi  the  teet^^ 

, fome  to  clean  the  teeth^  others  to  prevent  the  tooth-ach; 
\ and  feveral  very  unaccountable  remedies  to  cure  the 
tooth-ach. 

The  writer  cannot  help  embracing  this  opportu- 
nity, for  the  benefit  of  his  readers,  of  giving  an  ex- 
trad  from  the  ingenious  Mr.  Rusp ini’s  (Jurgeon-den- 
tiji^  Pall  Mall)  little  treatise,  juft  publifhed, 
which  affords  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  his  fkill  in  his 
profeffion,  as  well  as  of  his  humanity  and  generofity 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Ruspini,  among  many  other  very  fenfible  ob- 
fervations,  interfperfed  through  his  pamphlet,  fays, 
that,  “ Perfons  of  all  ages  fhould  clean  their  teeth 
P .conftantly  with  proper  d^ntrifices  every  night  and 

“ morn- 


[ 75  3 , 

morning,  and  never  omit  to  wafli  their  mouths 
“ well  with  water  after  eating  ; othcrwife  particles  of 
‘‘  meat^  fweetmeats,  and  fruits,  or  many  other 
‘‘  parts  of  our  food,  by  remaining  between  or 
“ about  the  teeth,  will  lay  a foundation  for  future 
‘‘  mifchief.  By  following  this  advice,  the  teeth  of 
“ people  in  general,  but  efpecially  of  children,  will 
“ be  preferved  from  decay.’* 

“ If  the  teeth  happen  to  be  decayed  or  painful, 
“ it  has  been  the  general  cuftom  to  fend  for  the 
“ next  tooth-drawer,  who  comhlonly  has  not  any 
“ idea  of  cure,  but  by  extirpating  a tooth  ; a practice 
replete  with  ignorance  and  barbarity,  often  fol- 
‘‘  lowed  by  dangerous  and  fometimes  fatal  confc- 
“ quences,  and  therefore  never  fhould  be  perform- 
ed  except  in  thofe  cafes  where  no  other  remedy 
“ promifes  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  As  there  are 
‘i  a great  variety  of  caufes  productive  of  pain  in  the 
“ teeth  and  gums,  fo  there  are  various  means  by 
“ which  eafe  may  be  procured  ; but  thefe,  like  all 
other  difeafes  to  which  the  human  frame  is  more 
“ or  lefs  liable,  require  the  knowledge  of  fkilful 
“ praftitioners  for  their  cure. 

“ Ladies  of  tender  conftitutlons,  during  preg-^ 
nancy,  are  often  ofliBed  ixiith  pain  in  one  or  more 
“ teeth ; others  afflicted  in  a fimilar  manner  by 
“ colds  ; others  by  nervous  attacks.  It  would  be 
“ as  abfurd  to  loofe  a tooth  in  hopes  of  eafe,  that 
fhould  be  painful  from  any  of  thefe,  or  many 
other  caufes,  as  for  a gouty  man  to  part  with  a 
“ painful  toe,  and  fuppofe  that  his  diforder  would 
“ be  cut  off  with  it.  Experience  fhews,  that  the 
“ caufes  and  feats  of  pain  are  frequently  in  diftant 
“ places : numbers  of  perfons  have  been  deprived 
“ of  their  teeth  without  receiving  relief  from  their 
‘‘  pain,  and  fuffer  a fevere  operation  without  a pof- 
“ fibiiity  of  benefit.” 

K 2 Ex- 
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Extreme  Thlrfl. 

No.  890.  Dtmk  fpring  water  in  which  a little  fal 
prunella  is  dijfolvedm 

As  thirft  is  a fymptom  which  is  generally  atten- 
dant on  fevers,  inflammations,  rheumatifm,  dropfy, 
&c.  it  is  only  to  be  removed  by  the  remedies  proper 
for  the  cure  of  thofe  diforders  ; but  as  this  is  a very 
troublefome  and  difagreeable  fenfation,  the  patient 
may  be  rendered  much  eafier  by  fucking  the  nitre, 
lozenges,  tamarinds,  lemon  and fugar,  &c.  but  drink- 
ing gallons  of  water,  or  other  fluids,  will  not  re- 
move this  fymptom  when  the  fever  is  high,  or  any 
other  acute  difeafe  is  violent. 

Torpor  (or  numbnefs)  of  the  Limbs. 

No.  887.  VJe  the  cold  bath  with  rubbing  and  fweat^ 
ing. 

As  torpor  or  numbnefs  is  generally  a fymptom  of 
an  incipient  paralytic  aftedion,  I am  firmly  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  cold  bath  is  exceedingly  improper  in. 
this  cafe,  and  may  prove  highly  injurious.  Indeed, 
it  might  be  imagined,  that  Mr.  W.  himfelf  was  ap- 
prehenfiveof  its  bad  tendency;  for  immediately  after 
recommending  the  cold  bath,  he  advifes  rubbing  and 
fzoeating.  Now  as  it  is  generally  allowed,  that  in- 
ternal flimulants  are  neceflary  as  well  as  external  ap- 
plications to  the  numbed  part,  certainly  then  the 
cold  bath  as  a remedy  can  be  produdfive  of  no  good 
f?fle(5l. 

The  Tympany"  or  windy'  Dropfy. 

No.  899.  UJc  the  cold  bath  loith  purges  intermixed* 

No.  90c.  Mix  the  juice  of  leeks  and  of  elder,  dake 
two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  this  morning  and  evening. 
Tried. 

As 
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As  the  tympany  is  a dlfeafe  refulting  from  a weak 
and  relaxed  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and 
which  occafions  great  quantities  of  air  to  be  gene- 
, rated  from  the  food,  See.  and  colleded  in  the  firft 
palfages,  fo  as  to  diftend  them  to  a very  confiderable 
degree,  there  is  not  the  lead  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  cold  bath  or  purgatives  can  be  proper  : but  indeed 
it  is  fo  difagreeable  and  troublefome  a difeafe,  that  it 
will  generally  oblige  the  afflifted  to  apply  for  proper 
advice,  and  therefore  there  isthe  lefs  danger  of  mif- 
chievous  confequences  refulting  from  Mr.  Wefley’s 
directions. 

No.  923.  Drink  tar -’water  morning  and  evenings 

No.  924.  A decoSlion  of  pimpernel. 

No.  925.  ^ake  decodion  of  agrimony  thrice  a day. 

No.  926.  Or,  decodion,  po’u^der^  or  fyrup  of  borfe^ 
tail. 

% 

An  inward  Ulcer. 

As  internal  ulcers  are  the  confequences  of  inflam- 
mation of  fome  vifeus,  membrane,  or  mufcular  part, 
which  from  neglet  or  improper  treatment  at  the 
beginning  of  the  diforder,  frequently  terminates  in 
fuppuration,  and  requires  the  greateft  medical  {kill, 
to  prevent  its  being  fatal  to  the  patient ; as  the  ulcer 
when  once  formed,  from  a variety  of  internal  caufes, 
is  very  apt  to  fpread,  and  the  matter  is  thereby  ab- 
forbed  into  the  circulating  mafs,  fo  as  to  ftimulate 
the  heart  and  arterial  lyftem,  bring  on  an  hedic 
fever,  and  prove  fatal ; it  is  therefore  extremely  ab- 
furd  that  Mr.  W.  fhould  order  fuch  infignlficant  re- 
medies to  remove  a difeafe,  that  is  apt  to  be  attended 
with  fuch  melancholy  confequences. 


To  flop  Vomiting. 

No.  943.  Apply  a large  onion  flit  to  the  pit  of  tloe 
'^omach.  Tried. 


Thaf 
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That  a flit  onion  applied  externally  fliould  be  a good 
and  a tried  remedy  for  an  internal  difeafe,  is  fome- 
what  extraordinary  : but  extraordinary  remedies  can 
excite  no  furprize,  to  any  man  who  is  well  read  in 
Mr.  W.’s  Primitive  Phjfic^  and  who  gives  any  de- 
gree of  credit  to  the  marvellous  affertions  which  are 
contained  therein. 

No.  945.  Infiife  an  ounce  of  quickfdvei'  in  a large 
glafs  full  f water  for  twenty  four  hours*  P^heji  drink 
the  water : I. 

This  is  given  as  an  infallible  prefeription  ; for  the 
unerring  letter  7 is  affixed  to  it  ; but  as  the  writer  is 
no  friend  to  implicit  faith,  he  is  apt  to  entertain  fome 
doubts  of  its  efficacy.  When  a perfon  is  afflicted 
with  a vomiting,  according  to  Mr.  W.’s  rule,  he 
mufl;  wait  24  hours  before  he  can  apply  his  remedy ; 
and  when  it  is  procured,  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
any  good  effe£ls  can  be  produced  from  it,  as  not  the 
ten  thoufandth  part  of  a grain  will  be  dilfolved  in 
the  menftruum,  (the  water)  and  will  prove  as  infipid 
and  inefficacious  as  the  water  would  have  done,  be- 
fore the  digeftion  of  the  quickfilver  and  water  had 
taken  place. 

Mr.  Wefley  preferibes  many  remedies  to  flop  vo- 
miting ; but  he  never  once  recommends  the  mints, 
camomile^  or  carduus,  though  infufions  of  thefe  fto- 
machic  and  bitter  vegetables,  are  often  very  fervice- 
able  in  many  complaints  of  the  ftomach,  fuch  as 
ficknefs,  retchings,  and  vomiting.  Indeed,  Mr.  Wef- 
ley, in  his  wonderful  performance,  feems  difpofed 
to  fall  out  with  the  good  old  women,  as  well  as  wii.h 
the  apothecaries ; for  the  remedies  that  the  former 
have  and  do  often  preferibe  with  fu^rcefs,  he  has 
taken  no  notice  of : but  he  has  in  fundry  dieafes 
recommended  things  much  more  abfurd  and  inju- 
rious than  what  are  advifed  by  them. 


As 
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As  we  are  on  the  fubjeft  of  vomiting,  the  reader 
will  perhaps  excufe  me,  if  I make  a little  digrelTion, 
relative  to  what  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  a frequent 
caufe  of  a propenfity  to  vomiting.  I have  often 
obferved  upon  enquiry,  when  feut  for  to  patients  af- 
feQed  with  complaints  of  the  ftomach  or  bowels,  that 
they  had  over-night,  or  the  preceding  day,  drank 
punch ; and  from  the  effects,  and  the  fmell  of  the 
matters  thrown  up,  had  every  reafon  to  think,  that 
inftead  of  lemon  juice,  the  acid  ufed  was  the  vitriolic 
fpirit ; and,  indeed,  it  is  hardly  poffible  for  any  one 
to  know  in  fuch  a farrago  as  punch,  what  kind  of 
ingredients  it  confifts  of. 

I am  firmly  convinced,  that  there  is  hardly  any  thing 
tends  fo  much  to  weaken  and  relax  the  ftomach,  and 
bring  on  various  ill  confeqiiences,  fuch  as  indigefti- 
on,  lofs  of  appetite,  &c.  as  bad  punch.  And  there- 
fpre  I earneftly  advife  the  punch  drinkers  to  have  their 
fruit,  fpirits,  &c.  brought  to  them  feparately,  and 
to  become  punch  makers  ; by  which  means  they  will 
know  what  the  corapovmd  confifts  of,  and  that  it  is 
not  a compofition  of  bad  fpirits,  vitriol,  &c.  Indeed, 
I would  recommend,  that  preferved  lemon  juice  fhould 
never  be  ufed,  as  it  is  always  running  into  new  fer- 
mentations, and  though  not  fo  bad'as  vitriol,  yet  is 
by  no  means  fo  wholefome  as  the  juice  when  fqueezed 
immediately  from  the  fruit  itfelf.  As  vomiting  and 
other  difagreeable  fymptoms  affedling  the  ftomach, 
may  eventually  injure  the  whole  fyftem  j becaufe  the 
ftomach  can  never  be  long  difordercd,  without  mif- 
chief  arifing  to  the  animal  ceconomy  in  general ; 
therefore  thefe  hints  may  not  be  unworthy  of  at- 
tention, and  if  they  are  productive  of  any  utility, 
there  will  be  the  lefs  reafon  to  apologife  for  the  di- 

Bloody 
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Bloody  Urine/ 

No.  946.  Take  a quarter  of  a pint  of  Jheeps  milk 
twice  a day. 

Urine  by  Drops,  with  heat  and  pain. 

No.  949.  Drink  nothing  but  lemonade.  Tried. 

No.  950.  Beat  up  the  pulp  of  five  or  fix  roafied  ap- 
ples^ with  near  a quart  of  water ; take  it  litng  down. 
It  commonly  cures  before  morning. 

Involuntary  Urine. 

No.  952.  Take  a teafpoonful  of  powdered  agrimony 
morning  and  evening. 

No.  953.  A quarter  of  a pint  of  alum  pojfet  drink 
every  night. 


Sharp  Urine. 

No.  955.  Take  two  fpoonfuls  of frejh  juice  of  ground 
ivy. 

Suppreffion  of  Urine. 

No.  957.  Drink  largely  of  warm  lemonade.  Tritdo 

No.  958.  Or  a fcruple  of  nitre  every  two  hours. 

No.  960.  A fpoonful  of  juice  of  radifkes. 

No.  962.  Or  of  bruifed  mufardfeed. 

Mr.  Wefley  preferibes  feveral  remedies  for  bloody 
-icrine^  urine  by  drops,  involuntary  urine,  fharp  urine, 
and  fupprejfion  of  urine ; but  thefe  retenfions  and 
fuppreffions  of  the  urine,  &c.  may  be  owing  to 
fome  fault  in  the  urinary  palfages,  fuch  as  gravel 
lodging  in  fome  of  thefe  parts,  the  done,  the  dropfy, 
the  venereal  difeafe,  or  even  to  inflammation  or 
fpafmodic  afteftion  of  the  kidneys,  ureters,  &c.  fo 
that  the  numerous  preferiptions  advifed  by  Mr.  W, 

cannot 
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cannot  poflibly  be  taken  to  advantage  without  know- 
ing from  w'hat  caufe  it  proceeds. 

The  Whites. 

No.  977.  Live  chaftly.  Feed  fparingly.  life  exer- 
cife  conjlantly.  Sleep  moderately,  but  never  lying  on 
your  back. 

No.  978.  Take  eight  grains  of  jalap  every  eight  days. 
This  ujuall  cures  in  fve  weeks. 

No.  981.  Make  Venice  turpentine,  four,  and  fine 
fiigar,  equal  quantities,  into  fmall  pills.  Take  three  or 
four  of  thefe  morning  and  evening. 

No.  983.  After  a purging  take  about  fifteen  grains 
of  cerufe  of  antimony  in  white  whine,  twice  or  thrice 
a day. 

Here  are  many  recipes  prefcribed  for  the  fiuor-aU 
bus.  This  is  a very  troublefome  difeafe,  and  as  it 
may  be  owing  to  a variety  of  caufes  extremely  diffi- 
cult of  cure ; but  Mr.  W.  has  advifed  feveral  reme- 
dies, and  not  a few,  which  he  feems  to  think  infallF 
hie,  for  thofe  diftempers  which  the  faculty  find  the 
inoft  ftubborn,  and  the  moft  difficult  to  remove. 
And  indeed,  if  it  was  as  eafy  for  Mr.  W,  to  perform 
cures  as  it  is  to  write  recipes,  he  would  be  univerfally 
allowed  to  be  fuperior  to  a Huxham,  a Mead,  or  a 
Boerhave. 

As  the  complaints  mentioned  from  1003  to  1012 
are  the  object  of  furgery,  and  treat  of  various  kinds 
of  wounds,  for  which  it  is  impoffible  to  lay  down  any 
general  mode  of  treatment  ; as  the  dreffing  mufl  be 
varied  according  to  the  flate  of  the  wound,  ,aud  other 
attendant  circumftances,  it  cannot  reafonably  be  ex- 
pected that  Mr.  W.’s  recipes  would  be  of  any  ufe,  and 
it  muft  therefore  be  needlefs  to  comment  on  them. 
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Mr.  Wefley  concludes  his  Primitive  Phyfic  with 
the  wonderful  cures  performed  by  cold-balhing,  wnjh- 
ing  the  head,  %uatcr-drinking,  dcdlrifying,  and  lailly 
fajling-fpittle,  which,  outwardly  applied,  he  informs 
us,  fomctimes  cures  blindnefs  and  deafnejs,  befides  va- 
rious other  dilorders  ; and,  taken  inwardly,  it  relieves 
or  cures  cancers,  the  gout,  the  hinges  evil,  the  leprofy, 
the  paljy,  the  rheumatijm,  the  Jlone,  &c.  &c.  He 
feems  indeed  to  have  been  rather  profufe  of  his  re- 
medies, which  is  hardly  confonant  to  his  own  fenti- 
inents.  For  in  his  preface  he  fays,  “ Experience 

fliews  that  one  thing  will  cure  moft  diforders,  at 
“ lead:  as  well  as  twenty  put  together.  Then  why 
“ do  you  add  the  other  nineteen  ?”  Indeed,  it  feemed 
hardly  neceffary  that  Mr.  W.  fliould  publilh  a book 
containing  1012  recipes,  when,  according  to  his  ac- 
count, the  above  five  remedies  will  cure  almoft  every 
acute  and  chronic  difeafe  incident  to  the  human  body. 
Mr.  W.  fays,  p.  154,  that  cold  bathing  cures  young 
children  of  convulfions,  coughs,  cutaneous  inf  animations 
of  the  ears,  navel  and  mouth,  vomiting,  i3c,  <b"c.  But 
I am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  the  cold  bath  be 
ufed  in  thefe  various  difeafes  of  young  children,  agree- 
able to  Mr.  W’s  recommendation,  the  lives  of  many 
children  will  be  facrificed  in  confequence.  In  many 
of  the  complaints  for  which  it  is  prefcribed,  it  is  to- 
tally improper ; and  in  others  that  are  mentioned  it 
can  do  no  good.  And  even  where  it  is  proper,  it 
requires  a little  more  attention  than  Mr.  W.  pays  to 
the  fubjeft  ; and  indeed  even  common  nurfes  appear 
to  underhand  this  matter  better  than  he  does.  For 
they  are  feldom  or  never  fo  abfurd  as  to  dip  a child 
that  is  affli£l;ed  with  coughs,  cutaneous  or  other  in- 
flammations, vomiting,  &c.  But  to  enter  into  a 
particular  examination  of  every  abfurdity  advanced 
by  Mr.  Wefley,  would  be  equally  tedious  to  me  and 
my  readers.  What  has  been  advanced,  it  is  pre- 
fuined,  maybe  fufficientto  fliew  the  futility  of  many 

of 
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of  his  prefcrlptions,  the  pernicious  tendency  of  others, 
and  his  total  incapacity  to  produce  any  medical  trea- 
tife  calculated  to  be  of  the  lead:  fervice  to  mankind. 

A book  that  has  pafled  through  fo  many  editions 
as  the  Frimitive  Phyfic,  mud:  have  been  attended  to 
by  great  numbers ; and  as  the  recipes  in  it  are  often 
fo  injudicious,  abfurd,  and  and  fo  ftrongly  cha- 
racterized by  ignorance  of  the  human  body,  and  of 
the  power  and  operation  of  medicines,  they  may 
have  been  produefive  of  great  mifehief.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  will,  I hope,  be  confidered  as  a fufficient 
apology  for  this  publication.  I have  no  perfonal  ani- 
mofity  againfl  Mr.  Wedey,  to  whom  I am  totally 
unknown  ; nor  have  I been  induced  to  engage  in 
this  performance,  by  any  confideration,  refpedting  the 
part  Mr.  W.  has  taken  in  the  political  world.  Every 
thing  of  this  kind  is  foreign  to  the  defign  of  this 
examination  of  the  Primitive  Phyjic.  But  I have 
ever  wilhed  to  underdiand  the  principles  of  the 
medical  art,  to  be  ufeful  in  my  profefTion,  and  fer- 
viceable  to  my  fellow-creatures ; and  if  this  little 
piece  be  found  by  the  candid  and  judicious  to 
be  of  that  tendency,  I fliall  not  regret  the  pains 
I have  taken.  I am  confeious  of  the  uprightnefs 
of  my  intentions,  and  therefore  hope  to  meet 
with  indulgence  from  the  public. 
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A N 

ADDRESS  to  the  PUBLIC. 


AS  THE  FOLLOWING  ADDRESS  relates 
to  a fubjedl  in  which  every  individual  is  in- 
terelled,  the  writer  wifhes  to  render  the  knowledge 
of  it  as  general  as  poflrble,  and  for  that  reafon  has 
thought  proper  to  publifh  it. 

The  cuftom  of  laying  out  the  bodies  of  the  perfons 
fuppofed  to  be  dead,  as  foon  as  refpiration  ceafes, 
and  the  interment  of  them  before  the  fisns  of  pu- 
trefadion  appear,  has  been  frequently  oppofed  by 
men  of  learning  and  humanity  in  this  and  other 
countries.  MONS.  BRUHIER,  in  particular,  a 
phyfician  of  great  eminence  in  Paris,  publilhed  a 
piece,  about  thirty  years  ago,  intitled,  “ The  Un- 
certainty of  the  Signs  of  Death  in  which  he 
clearly  proved,  from  the  teftimonies  of  various 
authors,  and  the  atteftations  of  unexceptionable 
witnelTes,  that  many  perfons  who  have  been  buri- 
ed alive,  and  were  providentially  difcovered  in  that 
Rate,  had  been  refcued  from  the  grave,  and  enjoyed 
the  pleafures  of  fociety  for  feveral  years  after. 

But  notwithftanding  the  numerous  and  well  au- 
thenticated fadis  of  this  kind,  the  cuftom  above- 
mentioned  remains  in  full  force.  As  foon  as  the 
Jemblance  of  death  appears,  the  chamber  of  the  fick 

is 
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is  cleferted  by  friends,  relatives,  and  phyficians  : 
and  the  apparently  dead^  though  frequently  living 
body,  is  committed  to  the  management  of  an  ig- 
norant and  unfeeling  nurfe,  whofe  care  extends  no 
farther  than  laying  the  limbs  itraight;  and  fectiring 
her  accuftomed  fpoil.  The  bed  cloaths  are  im- 
mediately removed,  and  the  body  is  expofed  to 
the  air,  which,  when  cold,  muji  extinguijh  the  little 
/park  of  life  that  may  remain,  and  which,  by  a dif- 
ferent treatment^  might  have  been  kindled  into 
flame 

I am  willing,  however,  to  hope,  that  fince  it 
has  of  late  been  fo  frequently  demonftrated,  that 
the  vital  principle  may  exift,  where  the  chara6ler- 
iftics  of  death,  except  putrefadion,  are  prefent,  the 
rational  part  of  the  community  are,  at  length,  dif- 
pofed  to  pay  fome  attention  to  this  fubjed. 

With  that  hope  1 fhall  venture  to  particularize 
a few  of  the  cafes  in  which  this  fallacious  appear- 
ance is  mod  likely  to  happen,  and  point  out  the 
mode  of  treatment^  which  according  to  the  bed  of 
my  judgment,  fflould  be  refpedively  adopted. 

IN  APOPLECTIC  AND  FAINTING  FITS, 
and  in  thofe  arifing  from  any  violent  agitation  of 
mind,  and  alfo  when  opium  or  fpirituous  liquors 
have  been  taken  in  too  great  a quantity  j-,  there  is 

reafon 

* Alluding  to  the  motto  of  the  medal  given  by  the  Humane 
Society,  Laleat  Scintillula  For/an, 

f I Ihould  think  myfclf  extremely  culpable  if  I neglefted 
this  opportunity  of  cautioning  parents  and  nurfes  againft  the 
free  ufe  of  Godfrey’s  Cordial.  It  is  a ftrong  folution  of 
opium,  and,  I am  perfuaded,  that  the  fleep  it  produces,  has 
proved  the  Jleep  of  death  to  thoufands  of  children.  When 
this  poifonous  cordial  has  been  given  in  a dangerous  dofe, 
and  a difcovery  of  it  is  made,  before  the  power  of  fwallow- 
ing  is  loft,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  give  the  child  a tea-fpoon- 
ful  of  ipecacuan  wine  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  till  the  con- 
tents 
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reafon  to  believe  that  the  appearance  of  death  ha.^ 
been  frequently  miftaken  for  the  reality.  In  thefe 
cafes,  the  means  recommended  by  the  Humane  So- 
ciety, fhould  be  perfevered  in  for  feverai  hours, 
and  bleeding,  which,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  has 
fometimes  proved  pernicious,  fhould  be  ufed  with 
creat  caution. 

In  the  two  latter  inftances  it  will  be  highly  ex- 
pedient, with  a view  of  counteradling  the  fophori- 
fic  effeSis  of  opium  and  fpirits,  to  convey  into  the 
llomach,  by  a proper  tube,  a folution  of  tartar 
emetic,  and  by  various  other  means,  to  excite 
vomiting. 

FROM  THE  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN 

carried  off  by  convulfions,  and  the  certainty,  arifing 
from  undoubted  fa<5ts.  that  fome  who  have  in  ap- 
pearance died  from  that  caufe,  have  been  recover- 
ed *,  there  is  the  greateft  realon  for  concluding, 

tents  of  the  flomach  are  difcharged.  See  alfo  page  29  of  the 
Examination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  y.  Wrfey's  Primitive  Phyfc^  in- 
lerjperfed  vjith  Medical  remarks,  and  praPHcal  obfervations,  pub- 
iijhed  by  the  prefent  vutiter. 

• A remarkable  of  this  kind  may  be  found  in  the 
Ephcmerid.  Medico  Phyf. — Germ.  Ann.  Oft.  the  fubftance 
of  which  is  as  follows  :---A  girl,  about  feven  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  for  fome  weeks  before  troubled  with  a bad 
cough,  was  fuddenly  fei2cd  with  a fit  ; a phyfician  was  im- 
mediately fent  for,  who,  finding  that  the  heart  and  lungs  had 
ceafed  to  perform  their  functions,  that  her  lips  and  cheeks 
were  pale,  and  her  temples  funk,  concluded  that  life  was  ir- 
recoverably loft.  For  the  fatisfaftion,  however,  of  herafflift- 
ed  parents,  a clyfter  was  adminiftered,  and  her  wrifts  were 
chafed  with  fpiriiuous  water  ; but  no  fign  of  life  appearing, 
the  foies  of  the  feet  were  ordered  to  be  rubbed  with  frong 
brine-,  and  the  friftion  was  continued,  wiihout  intermiflion, 
three  quarters  of  an  hour;  at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  be- 
gan to  breathe.  The  friftion  was  then  increafed  ; two  or 
three  deep  infpirations  followed,  and  in  a ftiott  time  the 
child,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  dead  by  the  phyfician,  as  well 
a?  the  by-ftanders,  was,  to  the  furprife  of  both,  and  the 
great  joy  of  her  parents,  reftored  to  life  and  liealth. 
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that  many,  in  confequence  of  this  difeafe,  have 
been  prematurely  numbered  among  the  dead  ; and 
that  the  fond  parent,  by  negledling  the  means  of 
recalling  life,  has  often  been  the  guiltlefs  executi- 
oner of  her  own  offspring. 

To  prevent  the  commiflion  of  fuch  dreadful 
miftakes,  no  child,  whofe  life  has  been  apparently 
extinguifhed  by  convulfions,  fliould  be  conftgned  to 
the  grave^  till  the  means  of  recovery  above  recom- 
mended in  apoplexies,  &c.  have  been  tried  ^ and, 
]f  poflible,  under  the  direction  of  fome  Jkilful 
pra^itioner  of  medicine,  who  may  vary  them  as 
circumftances  flrall  require. 

WHEN  FEVERS  ARISE  IN  WEAK  HA- 
BITS,  or  when  the  cure  of  them  has  been  princi- 
pally attempted  by  means  of  depletion,  the  con- 
fequent  debility  is  often  very  great,  and  the  pati- 
ent fometimes  finks  into  a ftate  which  bears  fo 
tlofe  an  affinity  to  that  of  death,  that  I am  afraid, 
it  has  too  often  deceived  the  by-ffander,  and  in- 
duced them  to  fend  for  the  undertaker,  when  they 
/hould  have  had  recourfe  to  the  fuccours  of  medi- 
cine. 

In  fuch  cafes,  Volatiles,  Eau  de  luce^  for  ex- 
ample, fhould  be  applied  to  the  nofe,  rubbed  on 
the  temples,  and  fprinkled  often  about  the  bed  j 
hot  flannels,  moiflened  with  a flrong  folution  of 
camphorated  fpirit,  may  likewife  be  applied  over 
the  breaft,  and  renewed  every  quarter  of  an  hour ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  patient  is  able  to  fwallow,  a tca- 
fpoonful  of  the  ffrongefl;  cordial  fliould  be  given 
every  five  minutes. 

The  fame  methods  may  alfo  be  ufed  with  pro- 
priety in  the  SMALL  POX,  when  the  -pujiules 
fink,  and  death  apparently  enfues  ; and  likrwife 
in  any  other  acute  difea/es,  when  the  vital  Junctions 
are  fufpended  for  a fimilar  caufe. 


EVEN 
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EVEN  IN  OLD  AGE,  when  life  fccms  to  have 
been  gradually  drawing  to  a dole,  \X\q  appearances 
of  death  are  often  fallacious. 

“ Not  many  years  fince,  a lady  in  Cornwall^ 
“ more  than  eighty  years  of  age,  who  had  been  a 
“ confiderable  time  declining,  took  to  her  bed, 
“ and,  in  a few  days,  feemingly  expired  in  the 
“ morning.  As  flae  had  often  dcfired  not  to  be 
“ buried,  till  Ore  had  been  two  days  dead,  her  re- 
“ quell  was  to  have  been  regularly  complied  with 
“ by  her  relations.  All  that  faw  her  looked  upon 
“ her  as  dead,  and  the  report  was  current  through 
“ the  whole  place  ; nay,  a gentleman  of  the  town 
“ aclually  wrote  to  his  friend  in  the  ifland  of  Scil- 
“ ly,  that  file  was  deceafed.  But  one  of  thofe  who 
“ were  paying  the  lajl  kiiid  cjfice  of  humanity  to 
“ her  remains,  p erceived  fome  warmth  about  the 
“ middle  of  the  back,  and  acquainting  her  friends 
“ with  it,  they  applied  a mirrour  to  her  mouth  ; 
“ but  after  repeated  trials,  could  not  obferve  it 
“ in  the  leaft  gained  ; her  under  jaw  was  Iikewife 
“ fallen,  as  the  common  phrafe  is,  and,  in  fhort, 
“ fhe  had  every  appearance  of  a dead  perfon.  All 
“ this  time  flie  had  not  been  ftripped  or  undrelfed, 
“ but  the  windows  were  opened,  as  is  ufual  in  the 
“ chambers  of  the  deceafed.  In  the  evening,  the 
“ heat  feemed  to  increafe,  and  at  length  fhe  was 
perceived  to  breathe.” 

See  Lond.  Chron,  voL  IV.  p.  455* 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  to  puhlifh  a 

work  upon  this  fubjedl,  but  as  his  various  avoca- 
tions will  not  permit  him  to  carry  that  defign  into 
execution,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  throw  out  the 
above  hints  •,  and  if  they  Ihould  be  the  means  of 
preventing  one  perfon  from  being  laid  out  ; or, 

E vhac 
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what  is  more  horrible,  buried  adve^  it  will  afford 
the  writer  a pleafure  of  the  nobleft  kind,  that, 
arifing  from  the  confdoufnefs  of  doing  good  to  his 
fellow-creatures. 

Palfgrave  Place,  Sept.  5.  W.  HAWES. 

P.  S.  If  that  regard  be  paid  to  the  above  ad- 
drefs,  which  the  fubjcft  of  it  feems  to  demand, 
and  any  life  or  lives  be  faved  in  confequence  of  the 
hints  that  1 have  thrown  out,  the  communicatioa 
of  any  fiich  injlances  of  fuccefs,  will  be  efteemed  a 
particular  favour ; as  it  will  afford  the  moft  folid 
plealure,  and  be  a fatisfablory  evidence  that  a man, 
who  labours  to  promote  the  interefls  of  humanity,’ 
will  be  attended  to  by  the  Public. 


To 
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To  tlie  PUBLIC, 

In  Reply  to  the  AdJrcfs  figned 

W.  HAWES. 

Opinions  founded  in  error,  where  they  have 
a tendency  to  affect  the  public  welfare,  can- 
not be  too  early  refuted.  The  fubfequent  cur- 
lory  remarks  arc  left  to  be  enlarged  on  by  thofe 
whole  abilities  and  fuuation  are  more  favourable 
for  fuch  dirrulhon. 

The  general  addrefs,  rel  itive  to  the  protra5Uon  re- 
commended in  burying  the  dead,  is  by  far  of  a more 
alarming  nature  than  any  thing  that  lias  hitherto 
tranfpired,  refpeding  our  martial  operations  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  Dreadful  might  be 
the  relult,  fhould  fuch  advice  be  univerfiilly  ad- 
hered to.  Difeafe  has  ever  proved  more  fatal  than 
the  weapons  of  art  •,  and  the  adoption  of  the  fen- 
timents  alluded  to,  would  be  to  produce  a general 
peftilence. 

The  author  infinuates^  that  the  dead  fhould  not 
be  interred,  or  rather,  that  they  Ihould  not  even  be 
prepared  for  that  intention,  till  figns  of  external 
putrefaSlion  appear,  which  often  may  not  happen  till 
kveral  days  after  the  internal  corruption  of  the 
vifeera.  The  impropriety  of  fuch  infinuatioii 
mull  be  obvious  to  every  one  who  confiders  the 
obnoxious  influence  of  rdpired  air  impregnated 
with  the  contaminating  effluvia  of  mortified  bo- 
dies. Whether  the  extended  atmorphere  became 
generally  infedfed,  or  fuch  infedlion  was  confined 
to  the  refpediive  dwellings  where  the  dead  were 
luffered  to  corrupt,  thole  malignant  maladies  could 
Jcarcely  fail  to  lupervene,  wfiidi  would  in  time 
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become  unlverfally  contagions.  This  has  been 
often  experienced  in  military  campaigns,  while  the 
putrid  exhalations  of  corples  not  fpeedily  buried, 
have  generated  that  epidemical  indifpofition,  which 
has  proved  more  deftrudtive  than  all  the  other  de- 
vaftations  of  war.  If  then  the  health  of  the  liv- 
ing fo  elfentially  depends  on  the  purity  of  the  ele- 
ment we  breathe^  and  without  which  we  cannot 
exift,  it  is  manifeftly  evident,  that  a compliance 
with  the  propofition  before-mentioned,  would  be 
attended  with  confequences  diametrically  oppofite 
to  its  exprefled  intention,  if  a propolal  may  be 
deemed  infalutary,  which,  with  an  uncertain  view 
of  prolonging  the  life  of  a fingle  individual,  would 
have  a certain  tendency  to  endanger  the  lives  of 
thoufands.  That  the  apprehenfions  of  the  ad- 
drelfer  may  not  be  altogether  without  foundation, 
is  not  denied  ; but  it  is  by  no  means  warrantable 
or  judicious  to  attempt  to  remove  a leffer  evil,  at 
the  expence  of  a greater,  d'hat  gentleman  will 
therefore  excufe  the  writer,  for  adding,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  his  own  anticipated  fatisfadlion  from  the 
reverie,  that  he  will  think  himfclf  happy,  fhould 
the  preceding  animadverfions  be  found  to  have 
contributed  to  render  his  propofed  innovation 
abortive,  notwithftanding  the  writer’s  equal  difin- 
clination  to  be  buried  durante  vita. 

With  refpeft  to  the  cultomary  offices  that  fuc- 
ceed  the  apparent  difcontinuance  of  refpiration, 
it  would  certainly  be  right  not  to  expofe  the  body 
to  the  external  air  for  a few  hours  after,  or  till  the 
feveral  parts  are  cold  enough  to  produce  that  ri- 
gidity, which,  though  not  always,  is  generally  a 
certain  indication  of  the  vital  extindion,  or,  at 
lead:,  -not  to  be  over  hafiy  in  the  ceremonies  of 
fuch  a department.  Jt  would  alfo  be  prudent  for 
the  friends  and  relations  of  the  deceai'cd,  to  refrain 
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from  the  unavailable  cudom  with  many  of  taking 
their  farewel  of  the  dead  by  a labial  falutation  be- 
fore the  coffin  is  doled  , nor  Ihould  any  one  be 
longer  or  oftener  in  the  apartment  where  the  corpfe 
is  laid,  after  there  has  been  time  for  the  fluids  and 
abdominal  vifcera  to  corrupt,  than  there  is  occa- 
fion  for. 

The  flridlures  on  Godfrey’s  Cordial,  with  which 
Dr.  Hawes  concludes  his  Addrefs,  are  obvioufly 
pertinent,  and  meric  the  mod  ferious  attention, 
not  only  of  the  public  in  general,  but  of  the  le- 
giflature  in  particular,  with  refpedt  to  the  interdic- 
tion or  the  lale  of  a medicine,  which  mud  often 
not  only  prove  mortally  deleterious,  but  enfeeble 
the  conditution  of  thofe  children  who  furvive  its 
pernicious  influence,  from  whence  proceed  the 
difeafes  of  maturer  age,  and  the  generation  of 
weakly  progenies.  This  is  certainly  a public 
grievance  that  cannot  be  too  early  redrdfed,  and 
in  which  the  greated  vigilance  may  not  prove  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  the  fird  families  in  the  kingdom 
from  being  domedically  intereded. 

Berwick  upon  Tweed, 

Sept.  12,  1777.  W.  RENWICK, 

To  Mr.  RENWICK, 

Of  BERWICK  upon  TWEED. 

SIR, 

AS  you  have,  in  a very  liberal  and  gentleman- 
like manner,  propoled  an  objection  to  one  of 
the  cautions  contained  in  my  addrefs,  concernino- 
the  dangerous  cudom  of  laying  out  perfons  as  foon 
as  apparently  dead,  or,  in  other  words,  as  foon  as 
refpiration  ceafes ; I think  it  a duty  1 owe  both  to 
you  and  the  Public,  to  date  my  reafons  for  think- 
ing that  objection  of  no  force. 
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I am  happy  to  find  that  you  perfedly  agree  with 
me  in  my  leading  prirlciple,  the  impropriety  of 
laying  out  perfons  immediately  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  death.  “ With  refpeft  to  the  cuftomary 
“ offices  that  fuccecd  the  apparent  difconrinuance 
of  rd'piratioh,  it  would  certainly  be  right,  you 
obferve,  not  to  expofe  the  body  to  the  external 
“ air  for  a few  hours  after,  or  till  the  feveral  parts 
“ are  cold  enough  to  produce  that  rigidity,  which; 
“ tho’  not  always,  is  generally  a certain  indication 
*'•  of  the  vital  extindlion,  or  at  leaft  not  to  be  over 
hajly  in  the  ceremonies  of  fuch  a department.” 
Thefe,  Sir,  are  your  own  words,  and  1 have 
read  thfem  with  pleafure,  becaufe  they  confirm  the 
propriety  my  principal  caution,  and  will,  I hope; 
efficacioufiy  co-operate  with  it  in  aboliffiing  the 
inhuman  cuftom  s^bove-mentioned. 

Your  objedlion  to  my  other  caution,  refpeding 
the  interment  of  bodie.s,  feems,  in  a great  meafure; 
to  be  founded  on  the  mil-conception  of  my  mean- 
ing. “ 1 he  author  of  the  Addrefs,  you  fay,  in- 
“ finuates,  that  the  dead  fliould  not  be  interred; 
“ or  rather,  that  they  fliould  not  be  prepared  for 
that  intention,  till  figns  of  external  putrefadtion 
“ appear,”  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  cite  the  pafTages 
which  more  immediately  relate  to  interment,  and 
you  will  perceive,  upon  reading  them  again,  that 
1 have  not  thrown  out  the  infinuation  which  you 
liave  hajiily  imputed  to  me.  The  paflfages  are 
thefe.  “ The  cuftom  of  laying  out  the  bodies  of 
perfons  fiippofed  to  be  dead  as  foon  as  refpira- 
“ tion  ceafes,  and  the  interment  of  them  before 
“ the  figns  of  putrefadlion  appear,  has  been  fre- 
“ quenily  oppofed  by  men  of  learning  and  huma- 
nity  in  this  and  other  countries.  Monf.  Bruhier, 
in  particular,  a phyfician  of  great  eminence  in 
Pans,  publifned  a piece  about  thirty  years  ago; 
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!•  entitled,  1‘he  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of  Death  \ 
“ in  which  he  clearly  proved,  from  the  tclfimonies 
“ of  various  aur'tors,  and  the  attdlations  of  une>c- 
reptionable  witnclTes,  that  many  perfons  who 
“ had  been  buried  alive,  and  were  providentially 
“ difcovered  in  that  Hate,  had  been  rcfcued  from 
the  grave,  and  enjoyed  the  pleafures  of  fociety 
“ for  leveral  years  after.” 

“ But  notwithftanding  the  numerous  and  well- 
“ authenticated  facfs  of  this  kind,  the  cuHom 
above-mentioned  remains  in  full  force.  As  foon 
“ as  the  femblance  of  death  appears,  the  chamber 
“ of  the  fick  is  deferted  by  friends,  relatives,  and 
phyflcians,  and  the  apparently  dead^  though  fre- 
quently  a living  body,  is  committed  to  the  ma- 
“ nagement  of  an  ignorant  and  unfeeling  nurfe, 
“ whole  care  extends  no  farther  than  laying  the 
“ limbs  ftraight,  and  fecuring  her  accuftomed  fpoil. 
“ The  bed-cloaths  are  immediately  removed,  and 
“ the  body  is  expoled  to  the  air,  which,  when  cold, 
mud  extingni/h  the  little  Ipark  of  life  that  may 
‘‘  remain,  and  which  by  a different  method  might 
“ have  been  kindled  into  fame.” 

But  admitting  I had  infinuated,  that  the  dead 
fhould  not  be  prepared  for  interment  till  figns  of 
external  putrefadtipn  appear,  I think  that  even 
then  your  dreadful  apprehenfions  would  have  been 
entirely  groundlefs.  The  figns  of  putrefadtion,  in 
the  firft  ftage  of  that  procefs,  and  which  are  de- 
cifive  indications  of  death,  are  not  accompanied  with 
fcstor^  and  confequently  no  mijchief  ixom  your  own 
principle,  can  polfibly  arife  in  waiting  for  their  ap- 
pearance.  In  the  fecond  ftage,  indeed,  a foetid 
and  injurious  vapour  arifes  ; but  unlefs  the  mafs 
of  putrefying  matter  be  very  confiderable,  as  has 
fometimes  been  the  cafe  after  battles,  &c.  when 
the  flain  have  been  left  unburied,  that  vapour  is  in 
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a very  (hort  time  combined  with  the  air,  and  en- 
tirely diiarmed  of  its  danger*.  If  this  were  not 
the  cafe,  the  air  of  London,  from  the  quantity  of 
animal  and  vegetable  matter  continually  putrefy- 
ing in  the  ftreets,  &c.  would  very  foon  become  in- 
tolerably offenfive,  and  altogether  unfit  for  the 
purpofes  of  refpiration. 

But  “ the  figns  of  external  putrefadion,  you  fay, 
may  not  happen  till  feveral  days  after  the  internal 
corruption  of  the  vifcera.”  Be  it  fo,  Sir,  it  fur- 
nifhes  no  objedion  to  the  rule  I have  recommend- 
ed j for  if  the  abdominal  vifcera  corrupt,  and  no 
putrid  vapour  efcapes,  the  air  cannot  be  “ im- 
pregnated with  contaminating  effluvia.”  rif  pu- 
trid vapour  fhould  efcape  in  any  confiderable  quan- 
tity, it  is  a fign  that  putrefadion  has  taken  place, 
and  that  the  body  may  fafely  be  interred.  In  ge- 
neral, however,  a putrid  difcolouratipn  of  fome 
parts  of  the  body,  particularly  of  the  abdomen, 
precedes  the  exhalation  of  any  noxious  vapour,  as 
is  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  dif- 
fedions.  But  the  time  which  may  elapfe  before 
this  difcoloration  appears,  is  very  uncertain,  as  it 
depends  on  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  which  termi- 
nated life,  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  various 
other  caufes. 

To  conclude,  I wifh  it  were  deeply  imprefTed 
upon  the  mind  of  every  individual,  that  the  only 
unequivocal  figns  of  death,  are  the  marks  of  putre- 
fadion f,  and  that  thofe  who  are  committed  to  the 

* For  the  law  which  obtains  in  the  chemical  combination 
of  air  and  variolous  vapour,  and  which  is  the  fame,  1 pre- 
fume, as  that  which  obtains  in  the  combination  of  air  attd 
putrid  vapour,  fee  Dr.  Watkinfon’s  “ Examination  of  a 
Charge  brought  againft  Inoculation,  &c.” 

f Many  recent  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this  alTertion  might 
be  produced  j but  it  will  be  fufficient  to  refer  the  reader  to 
the  “ Reports  of  the  Hvmane  Society”  fo^- the  years  1774* 
1775,  and  1776 ; ro  a le'tter  in  the  General  Advcrtifcr  of  the 
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earth  before  thefe  marks  are  difcovercd,  may  pof- 
fibly  be  buried  alive.  But  I vviOi  it  were  Itill 
deeper  mprejfed,  that  the  danger  of  being  buried 
alive,  though  the  fafl  has  frequently  happened,  is 
not  fo  great  as  that  of  being  laid  out  as  dead,  whilll 
Jiving,  and  having  the  vital  j'park  extingidjhed  by 
a precipitate  expolure  to  cold  air.  1 cannut,  there- 
fore, omit  this  opportunity  of  again  exhorting 
thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  not  to  confider  the 
perfons  who  apparently  die  of  apoplediic  and  other 
fits^  efpecially  young  children  who  are  carried  off 
by  convulftons^  as  irrecoverably  loft,  till  the  proper 
means  of  reftoration  have  been  tried. 

Having,  in  juftice  to  the  public,  to  you,  and 
my felf,  given  this  explanation  of  my  caution,  re- 
lating to  the  interment  of  the  dead,  and  vindi- 
cated the  propriety  of  it  againft  the  objedlion  to 
which,  in  your  opinion,  it  was  liable;  I (hall  beg 
leave,  on  my  part,  to  put  an  end  to  the  difpute. — 
Controverfy  is  not  agreeable  to  me  ; and  if  it 
were,  the  duties  of  my  profeflion,  and  other  in- 
creafing  cares,  would  not  permit  me  to  profe- 
cuce  it. 

I am.  Sir,  with  due  refpedf. 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Palfgrave  Place,  W.  HAWES. 

I,  1778. 


nth  of  September,  relative  to  the  death  of  the  late  Mr  Hoh 
land,  figned  Theatricus  ; and  alfo  to  one  in  the  Public 
Ledger,  of  the  10th  of  the  fame  month,  refpefting  the  pre- 
mature interment  of  the  late  Dr.  Pull,  of  Leiceller. 
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APPENDIX. 


R-  HAWF.S  acquaints  the  Public,  that  in 


the  courle  of'ta  few  months^  NINE  PER- 
SONS, who  had  been  feemingly  dead  for  fome 
hours,  have  been  rejlored  to  life^  by  the  bodies  be- 
ing kept  in  a warm  bed,  as  recommended  in  the 
preceding  Addrefs  ; and  it  gives  him  pleafure  to 
hope,  in  confequence  of  the  above  pleafing  in- 
formation, that  the  abfurd  and  inhuman  cuitom 
of  laying  out  perfons  immediately  on  the  appear- 
ance of  death,  will  at  fome  future  period,  (and 
that  not  very  diftant),  be  univerfally  aboliflied. 

As  it  has  been  unqueftionably  proved,  that  in  a 
variety  of  difeafes,  a fufpenfion  of  the  vital  powers 
may  take  place,  without  an  abfolute  extindion  of 
life.  THE  PUBLIC,  as  is  evident,  cannot  be 
too  earneftly  recommended  to  pay  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion to  this  folid  and  important  fad.  Which,  to 
render  his  communication  of  it  more  ufeful,  Dr. 
Hawes  advifes,  that  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  are 
apparently  carried  off  by  difeafes  or  fudden  death, 
may  be  kept  in  a-  warm  bed  for  twelve  hours  at 
leall — that,  during  that  time,  nurfes,  &c,  do  pay 
the  greateft  attention  to  the  feeming  corpfes — and 
he  is  of  opinion,  that  friends,  relations,  &c.  will 
be  ading  wifely,  to  give  fuch  perfons  an  equivalent 


gratuity^ 
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gratuity,  inftead  of  death  bed  perquifites*,  for  their 
extraordinary  care,  &c. 

The  author  likewife  promifes  to  pay  the 
reward  of  ONE  GUINEA  to  nurfes  or  other  at- 
tendants, on  any  child  or  grown  perfon  returning  to 
life  by  their  humane  attention,  provided  the  fadt 
is  afeertained  by  a gentleman  of  the  faculty,  or  at- 
telled  by  three  creditable  perfons  f ; and  in  hopes 
of  exciting  an  univerfal  attention  to  a fubjedt  of 
fo  much  importance  to  mankind. 

Dr.  HAWES  has  within  a few  months  diftri- 
huted  at  a very  confiderable  expence,  feven  thou- 
fand  of  his  Addrefles,  and  continues  to  give  them 
gratis  to  all  thofe  who  may  apply  for  them  It 
is  realbnable  to  fuppofe,  that  it  was  not  an  idle 
curiofity,  that  excited  fuch  numerous  applications 
for  this  little  well-meant  performance  ; but  an 
equal  defire  with  the  writer  to  fave  the  human  race 
from  premature  death,  and  premature  interment. 

As  an  undeniable  proof,  that  the  learned  and 
humane  approve  of  the  author’s  intentions,  the 

* In  genteel  families,  &c.  it  is  a melancholy  truth,  that 
nurfes  lay  out  the  body  as  expeditioufly  as  poflible  ; the 
many  valuable  things  about  the  bed,  being  much  more  im- 
portant to  fuch  kind  of  people,  than  the  chance  of  return- 
ing life. 

t People  of  fortune  fhould  call  in  the  opinion  of  a Medi- 
cal man,  who  has  paid  attention  to  this  fubjeft,  that,  by  ex- 
periments it  may  be  afeertained,  whether  there  are  any  re- 
mains of  life.  This  would  entirely  remove  the  horrid  apfre- 
kenfions  entertained  by  many,  of  being  buried  alive. 

i If  any  live  or  lives  be  faved,  through  an  attention  to 
this  Addrels,  the  communication  of  fuch  happy  events  will 
be  efleem'’d  a particular  favour,  as  every  new  inftance  of 
fuccels  will  (lamp  con^idlion  oo  the  minds  of  the  public,  and 
thus  one  or  two  perfons  returning  to  life,  may  be  the  means, 
in  a feries  of  time,  of  lengthening  the  days  of  individuals— 
of  reftoring  many  a father  to  the  comfort  and  proteftion  of 
his  family  ; and  many  a child  to  the  fond  embraces  of  his 
adli^ed  parents. 

F 7^  preceding 


C 44  } 


preceding  Addrefs  has  been  copied  in  the  London, 
Gentleman's,  Wedminfler,  and  Medical  Magazines  ; 
abb  in  the  Annual  Regifler  for  1777  i and  in  the 
fame  publication,  is  given  an  inftance  of  fuccefs 
with  the  fubfequent  introduftion.  'The  following 
cafe,  amongst  a variety  of  others,  which 
have  fallen  under  the  immediate  infpe^ion  of  Dr. 
PDrmant,  a celebrated  Phyjician  at  Nancy,  fur- 
nifhcs  us  with  a Jlrong  proof  of  the  necejfity  of  the 
caution  recommended  with  fo  much  humanity  and 
judgment  by  Dr.  Hawes,  - V.  p.  109. 
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THE  preceding  Addrefs  was  publifhed  about 
two  years  fince,  and  has  been  well  fpoken  of  by 
the  Monthly,  Critical,  and  London  Reviewers, 
as  well  as  highly  approved  by  the  Public.— The 
approbation  it  met  with  was  a fufficient  motive 
to  induce  the  Author  to  invefligate  fo  important 
a fubjedl  more  deeply.  By  fo  doing,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  ought  to  be  ranked  among  the  va- 
rious branches  of  Medical  Education.  In  order  to 
forward  that  meal'ure,  he  lafl  winter  attempted 
the  arduous  undertaking,  in  a Courfe  of  Ledures 
on  the  Theory  and  Fradice  of  relloring  Anima- 
tion. Thefe  were  received  in  a manner  the  mod 
flattering  to  his  wifnes  ; and  which  demands  his 
embracing  this  opportunity,  to  return  his  mod 
grateful  thanks  to  the  many  ingenious  Gentlemen 
who  honoured  him  with  their  diligent  attendance. 
Thus  encouraged,  he  has  refolved  to  devote  as 
much  of  his  remaining  time  as  the  avocations  of 
his  profeffion  as  a Phyfician  will  permit,  to  further 
refearches  after  information  on  this  important 
fubjed  : Being  thoroughly  convinced,  that  by  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  young  Medical  Men,  the 
Faculty  in  general,  and  the  Public  at  large,  to 
the  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of  Death,  he  diall 
be  the  happy  indrument  of  refeuing  many  of  the 
Human  Race  from  a premature  refidence  in  the 
glo./my  manfions  of  the  Grave. 
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